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A Prophetic Voice For Our Day 


Don Hawley 


donhawley1@comcast.net 
| want to talk to you plainly about a subject | consider to be of real import. 


When the war trumpet blares, shouldn't the people be alarmed? When disaster comes to a city, isn't it 
because the Lord planned it? 


But always, first of all, | warn you through my servants the prophets. Amos 3:6, 7. 


If you haven't heard the war trumpets blaring lately, you must be hard of hearing. If you don’t realize the 
world’s great cities are threatened with terrible disaster, you must be living in a cave. 


If God “always” behaves in the manner described by Amos, then the prophet’ message is relevant for 
our own day. Thinking people know that never before has the human race faced such danger as it 
faces right now, so we should expect to hear the warning voice of the prophet once again. 


| am not one of those who hold that the gifts of the Spirit ceased when the last Apostle died. | firmly 
believe that the ministry of prophets should, and will be, reaffirmed in our own time. We should be 
earnestly listening for those warning voices that a loving God sends to his people according to his 
promise. 


Are the prophets speaking today? 
No lack of professed prophets today 


Our God is the great Creator; Satan is the great counterfeiter. The devil always copies anything 
important that God does, in an attempt to confuse and divert humankind. When he knows in advance 
what the Lord is planning, he can achieve his best results by playing his own hand first. 


Satan listened carefully to Peter's sermon at the time of Pentecost. Of course what happened then 
was a fulfillment of wnat had been prophesied by Joel, but it was also a prophetic look forward to our 
own time. 


In the last days, God said, | will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, and your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. In those days | 
will pour out my Spirit upon all my servants, men and women alike, and they will prophesy. Acts 2:17, 
18. 


When the devil sensed it was about time for a last day outpouring of the prophetic, he put his own 
program into high gear. Today the religious landscape is cluttered with self-proclaimed “prophets.” 
Satan is smart enough to take advantage of the latest technology, and the Internet is full of voices 
claiming to be prophetic. Unfortunately, many Christians who are hungry for a word from the Lord have 
tuned in to these counterfeit messages. 


As we would imagine, God is not at all pleased with false prophets. 
“| have not sent these prophets, yet they claim to speak for me. | have given them no message, yet 


they prophesy. If they had listened to me, they would have spoken my words and turned my people 
from their evil ways... 
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“Therefore”, says the Lord, “I stand against these prophets who get their messages from each 
other—these smooth-tongued prophets who say, ‘This prophecy is from the Lord!’ Their imaginary 
dreams are flagrant lies that lead my people into sin. | did not send or appoint them, and they have no 
message at all for my people” says the Lord. 


Jer. 23:21, 2, 30-32. 
Marks of a false prophet 


There are certain attributes that usually accompany today’s false prophets. First of all they are 
enamored with their own image, and seek to make a big name for themselves. They glory in any 
attention they are able to derive from their pronouncements. 


False prophets are hungry for a large cash inflow, as such funds can be used to enlarge their notoriety 
even more. Much of their time will be taken up with promoting and selling the products of their ministry. 


They tend to be very productive, in order to keep up with the considerable competition. A false 
prophet may grind out more prophetic messages in a month than a true prophet would be given ina 
year. After all, a true prophet has to wait until the Lord speaks, while the false one has no limitations 
beyond his own imagination. 


Don't be surprised at the boldness of false prophecies, as the more specific and brazen they are the 
more attention they garner. Once year | recorded the New Year predictions of the nation’s best-known 
psychics, and predictably they were wild, far out. Some were so crazy that some readers must have 
sensed they were merely for shock value. As Hitler once said, if you want people to believe your lie, 
make it a big one! (Surely no one would say that unless it were true.) 


At the end of the year | re-examined all these predictions. Virtually none of them had come to pass; 
these futurisitc seers hadn’t even come up to the law of averages. And what did their foolishness cost 
them? Nothing. Careless readers had long ago forgotten what they predicted, while still holding them 
in awe. 


So with false prophets. They might as well dazzle their listeners, as seldom will they be held to account 
for what they have stated. 


And don't be stunned by their numbers. When Elijah did battle on top of Mt. Carmel the ration of false 
prophets to true was 850 to one! 


Traveling prophetic programs 


False prophets often work in groups, whereas true prophets have usually been more singular in 
nature. 


A few years ago, my wife and | drove to Canada where a group of high-profile “prophets” were holding 
three days of meetings. We didn’t go to criticize; we were anticipating a great blessing. 


It didn’t turn out that way. In every major session the principal participants spent the vast majority of 
their time doing three things: 


1. Praising each other in regards to their righteousness and empowerment. 


2. Pushing the sales of each other’s books, CD’s, DVD's, etc. 
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3. Hammering those in attendance for a huge offering. 


| could hardly believe the heavy handedness in trying to squeeze all the money possible out of each 
pocket or purse. One female offering promoter made it very clear that unless each person gave, or 
pledged, a minimum of $100, they hardly had a right to consider themselves Christian! | almost 
expected God to send a lightning bolt right through the ceiling. 


Of course there was a great deal of talk about healing. It was said that the ministry of one of the 
speakers had resulted in at least 30 persons raised from the dead. In spite of all the talk, | not only 
didn’t see anyone raised from the dead, | didn’t witness anything | could clearly accept as authentic 
healing. 


By the end of the second day | had had all | could handle. The people obviously were hungry; every 
seat was taken and | had to stand against the back wall. However, somewhere between the self- 
adulation and strong sales pitches | walked out. 


In the morning my wife and | sought out a local Christian bookstore, bought two good volumes, and 
spent the last day in our room reading. 


Surely Peter at Pentecost must have been prophesying about something other than what we 
experienced in Canada. 


Are their true prophets today? 


You've never seen a counterfeit $7 bill because there is no such thing as a genuine $7 bill. Such false 
money would be completely without purpose. The devil knows his time is short, and he can’t afford to 
waste a moment. The fact that today there are false prophets is proof that there must be true prophets 
as well. How do we find them? 


Degrees of the prophetic 
God’s prophetic offerings come in three basic forms: 


1. As we noted above, Peter said that in the last days all God’s people would prophesy. That means 
that any one of us could prophesy sometime, someplace. In most cases it won't be a great glimpse 
into the future, or a dire judgment. I’ve seen such prophesying, and often it is a simple message that 
God loves his people. Simple, but oh so necessary. We can never hear too often about his wonderful 
divine love. 


2. In addition, the church also has the spiritual gifts promised in the Word, and one of those gifts is 
“prophecy.” Some members of the Body have that wonderful gift with which to edify and bless the 
congregation. Such individuals receive messages from the Lord with a degree of frequency, and 
those messages are recognized as genuine by those who know the messenger. 


3. Another possibility is that one may be appointed to the office of prophet. This is such a heavy 
responsibility that it is not a common occurrence. A congregation may elect a deacon or an elder, but 
they can never elect a prophet. God reserves that choice to himself alone. For a person to attempt to 
choose for himself the role of a prophet is an abomination. 


To ascertain the marks of a true prophet of God, | suggest you open your Bible and carefully study the 
lives and ministries of prophets recorded there. 


A true prophetic voice today 
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Finally, l’d like to point you to one prophetic voice today that | consider to be authentic. | don’t actually 
know whether David Wilkerson accepts the mantle of “prophet” or not, but | personally suspect he 
operates in that office. His life and ministry have been open to public inspection for a long time. 


If you are my age, you probably recognized the name. Wilkerson was founder and director of Teen 
Challenge, the well-known and highly effective program for bringing young people in New York City out 
of gangs and drug addiction and to the Lord. His bestselling book The Cross and the Switchblade told 
the story of one such young man, Nicky Cruz, who was saved from the drug scene and made into a 
powerful evangelist. In the 60s | remember visiting the Teen Challenge headquarters in Brooklyn, as 
well as their farm in New Jersey where young people taken from the mean New York streets were 
rehabilitated. 


Today, Wilkerson is pastor of the Times Square Church on Manhattan Island, and conducts a 
worldwide ministry. Every three weeks he mails out a paper called the World Challenge Pulpit Series, 
and each one contains the essence of a powerful sermon he has preached at his church. | find each 
one to be of real value and inspiration, something beyond the ordinary. Each one carries a ring of 
divine authority | don’t find in the proliferation of materials put out by the multitude of “prophets” on 
today’s landscape. 


| would like to urge each of you to subscribe to the World Challenge Pulpit Series (it’s free), and be 
sure to ask them to begin with the latest offering “In One Hour, Everything is Going to Change.” You 
may easily subscribe in one of three ways: 

1. Visit David’s website at www.worldchallenge.org 

2. Email texas@worldchallenge.org 


3. Mail your request to World Challenge, Inc, PO Box 260, Lindale, TX 75771 Tel (903) 963-8626 


The message “In One Hour, Everything is Going to Change” deals with the impending crisis we face 
right now, and does so through careful exegesis of prophetical Scripture. Don’t miss it! 


Don Hawley 
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Babylon And The Church 


Terry Somerville 
B.C. Canada 


And they said, Come, let us build us a city, and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven, 
and let us make us a name; lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 
And Jehovah came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. 
Genesis11:4,5 


The Body Of Christ is being called into the marketplace, the arena that the spirit of Babylon controls. 
This spirit says "Let us build, let us get a name for ourselves, let us reach unto heaven." It is easy to 
mix the spirit of Babylon into our organization and not realize it. We are like the people of Israel who 
adopted the "practices of the land round about" and couldn't see the problem. This is why Christians 
have often been ineffective and irrelevant in our culture. 


The Lord wants to reveal His glory to world through His people and cannot anoint a mixture. As God 
sends us INTO the marketplace he is also calling us OUT OF Babylon. Here are some observations. 


1. The spirit of Babylon causes man to say "come let us build". 

Whenever Christians gather we are the church (Ecclesia) We know the church is not the building, the 
organization or corporation, yet we need to organize the things we do. As soon as we move from the 
church being believers "gathered" to creating an organization and corporation, we become vulnerable 
to the spirit of Babylon. We can subtly shift to a "come let us build" mentality and end up building and 
sustaining a "religious organization", rather than extending the Kingdom of God. Human methods then 
replace the power of the Holy Spirit and selfish ambitions come in along with "every kind of disorder." 


If we take an honest look at the church today where to we see the problems? They are usually 
centered around the organization! Regarding church buildings and organizations John Wesley 
adopted the stance "it will all burn". We must not initiate, but always follow Jesus. 


The story is told of Chinese Christian leaders visiting our churches. At the end of their trip they were 
asked what they thought. Conferring for a moment they replied, "We are amazed at how much you 
have accomplished without the Holy Spirit." 


We need organization, but it must always reflect Jesus. We cannot build the church, Jesus said "I will 
build my church..." (matt.16:18) Today the Holy Spirit is saying "repent from dead works, enter into 
rest and follow Jesus as Lord of the church, in everything we do. 


2. The spirit of Babylon causes men to say "let us get a name for ourselves" 

This is the real motivation behind much ministry. We have adopted human values of size, fame, youth, 
wealth, power and recognition! We want the name of our church or ministry to be famous! We operate 
by control through titles and positions to "get a name for ourselves" , rather having real spiritual 
authority. The 1995 "Gathering" at Whistler marked a beginning of God's dealings with personal 
agendas in ministry in Canada. 


| had a dream about the Whistler gathering the year before. In this dream about 2000 people are 
together. The leader says "The Spirit of God is coming like the rain, but He will be coming like 
Niagara falls." Everyone jumps up and grabs their "boogie boards" from under their seats, getting 
ready to ride the wave of God. These boards represent God's call on each life, and they were 
beautifully painted with the names of churches and ministries, honorable titles, and positions. As the 
rain hits the boogie boards the paint started to run. This is what God has been doing for the last ten 
years. He's washing off everything man adds to His work. Those who won't co-operate will be set 
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aside in the next move of God! 


When | stepped out of pastoral ministry last spring the Holy Spirit said forcefully to me "no positions, 
no titles" The coming generation of believers will be free of selfish ambition and be noted for one thing 
- The Glory of the Lord. When the bible says "The Glory of the Lord shall cover the earth" it does not 
mean we will be incapacitated by His presence, rather we will reflect the glory of the Lord in every 
sphere, because our hearts are one with His. It will be His name alone that is noticed. 


3. The spirit of Babylon says "let us reach to heaven". 

The spirit of Babylon is the spirit of religion. It says "let us reach heaven", and permeates Christians 
activity with legalism or religious effort. For example, today there is much striving in Spirit filled, revival 
circles, to "open the windows of heaven". | know what that means, we all want God's atmosphere to 
permeate our cities, but lets look at our methods. We've been taught to tithe accurately, adopt new 
ways to pray, do spiritual mapping and warfare, identificational repentance, quote the right scriptures, 
continually deal with heart issues, etc. 


The problem is, the focus is on what WE do, not on what HE HAS DONE. We are always reaching for 
one more activity that will break through. Where is the simple unity and oneness with Christ and 
following the Holy Spirit that opened Jerusalem in Acts? 


Then they said to Him, What shall we do that we might work the works of God? Jesus 
answered and said to them, This is the work of God, that you believe on Him whom He has 
sent. Joh 6:28 


The facts are, Jesus already opened the windows of heaven, they are not closed to a Christian, ever. 
We need no religious activity whatsoever, only to believe and follow. He is our great high priest who 
went into the heavens, and we have unfettered access to him. (Heb 4) In fact we are seated with 
Christ above the windows of heaven, and in a position of rest. We join Him in pouring down his 
blessing onto the earth with the enemy under our (His) feet. Since I've grasped this and simply 
believed, healings, miracles and spiritual warfare have dramatically changed. It's so good to stop 
striving and enter his rest! 


Heb 4:10 For he that is entered into his rest hath himself also rested from his works, as God 
did from his. 


4. The spirit of Babylon inspires hidden idolatry in God's people. 

When Israel was released from captivity, the priests copied the idolatry of Babylon. They painted 
unclean images on the inner rooms of the temple, and took "idols in their hearts" (Ezekiel 14:3) In 
many ways we are like the Israelite priests. (We are a Royal Priesthood) We can have idols in our 
hearts, an image or picture of something we covet and serve. (covetousness is idolatry Col.3:5) The 
spirit of Babylon is at work in idolatry. 


In the early nineties the Lord convicted me heavily of idols in my hearts. | didn't understand this until He 
showed me the images or pictures in my heart that | served. One was a picture of what | wanted my 
ministry to be like. Whenever ministry went according to the image my flesh was pleased. Whenever it 
went contrary to the image my flesh was upset and depressed. | served this idol of ministry with my 
flesh. 


Until the idols of the heart are cast down (we have to do it) we cannot fully follow the Holy Spirit, or 
experience His power. 
Consequences of Idolatry 


1. Spiritual attack. When there is idolatry in ministry terrible spiritual attacks and oppression 
will happen, and spiritual warfare can not stop it ! This is what drove me to seek God. Satan 
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took advantage of my idolatry and assaulted me. | could not resist him successfully because | 
was not really submitted to God. This is why there is so much spiritual warfare and depression 
in the church today. 


2. Character issues in ministry. When a minister has an idol of ministry in his heart all kinds 
of character issues emerge. Some may be depressed and discouraged. Others become 
angry or control people. Still others may use spiritual manipulation. 


3. Soulish prayers and witchcraft. Prayers become very soulish when serving an idol. We 
ask God to fulfill the picture of ministry in the heart rather than following the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. When prayers focus making people do our will it becomes witchcraft. 


5.Confusions and Division The spirit of Babylon is under a judgment that causes confusion and 
division. 


Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they cannot understand one 
another's speech. So Jehovah scattered them abroad from that place upon the face of all the 
earth. And they quit building the city Gen 11:7,8 


The Lord declared His judgment on the spirit of Babylon and it stills operates against those under it's 
influence today: Confusion, division, and scattering will always happen where this spirit has influence. 
This is actually the Lords mercy to restrain mankind and return him to God. 


We've wondered why the organized church is so prone to division. The truth is that we are 
experiencing the Lord's judgment on the spirit of Babylon in what we are doing. Instead of simply 
praying for unity, (which Jesus even prayed for) we need to repent and remove every influence of this 
spirit in our midst. 


Conclusion 
This is only an initial look at the influence of the spirit of Babylon. It remains largely un-noticed by the 
church today because we grew up immersed in it's practices, and following its ways in our 


organizations. Let those who have ears, hear what the Spirit says to the church. 


And | heard another voice from Heaven, saying, Come out of her, My people, that you may 
not be partakers of her sins, and that you may not receive of her plagues. Rev 18:4 


Terry Somerville 
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Balaam And The Prophetic Movement 


Terry Somerville 
BC Canada 


September 7, 2007 


..Stopbelieving every spirit. Instead, test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. (I John 4:1) 


| stopped reading the prophetic bulletins and websites several years ago. | found many of them did not 
"taste right", and | didn't know why. But, | still have one or two in the in box every week and I've 
watched the trends, and there are two trends that should concern all of us. We may not have noticed 
them because, like the "frog in the kettle" we adjust to the rising heat and don't realize we are slowly 
cooking to death. The scripture warns us about two dangers for prophets. One warning is about the 
"spirit of Antichrist" and the other is what | could call "the spirit of Balaam". 


Now, I'm not saying God is not powerfully working in the prophetic movement. We are seeing a great 
transition from a church focus to a Kingdom focus, and the Lord is using many prophets to help usher 
this in. I've been a part of it myself. But this also means we are more vulnerable as we press into new 
times and seasons. 


The Spirit of Antichrist Slips In 


But every spirit who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
Antichrist. You have heard that he is coming, and now he is already in the world. I John 4:3 


The word "Anti-Christ" does not mean "against" Christ, as it would in English. The Greek word actually 
means a replacement, or "instead of" Christ. Christ means "the anointed one". The reason John 
warns the church about the spirit of Antichrist is NOT that a prophet comes speaking against Jesus, 
but that their attention is taken away from Him. Instead, it is given to a man, a doctrine or to something 
else that is anointed. 


When something subtly replaces Jesus Christ as the focus, it is the spirit of Antichrist at work. In 
today’s prophetic movement, it seems the attention has moved away from Jesus. The focus on signs 
and manifestations is increasing, and the signs are getting stranger. The appearances of angels, 
(which is biblical), has given way to gold dust, falling feathers and gemstones, glowing orbs and... 
whatever. A large proportion of the prophetic words now focus on the signs and the glory that's 
coming. Does it sound like it's all going in one direction? 


I'm not saying there are not signs from God in the prophetic movement, but you can read hundreds of 
these prophecies and there’s hardly a reference to Jesus. Also, the fruit of these signs and wonders 
seem to point only to themselves, personalities and meetings. We aught to be concerned that the 
spirit of antichrist is subtly at work, changing the temperature, and "replacing Christ." 


Remember, John didn't say a spirit or prophecy would speak against Jesus. Jesus is simply being 
replaced by a different focus. A new love develops in the heart. We are in danger of the spirit of 
Antichrist becoming well mixed into the prophetic movement. It's time for Jesus to once again be the 
main focus. 


The Spirit Of Balaam Takes Over 


How terrible it will be for them! For they .... rushed headlong into Balaam's error to make a 
profit, and destroyed themselves .....(Jude 1:11) 


In Numbers 22, Balaam appears to be a genuine prophet who gives the word of the Lord concerning 
Israel. But, he was greedy for King Balaak's reward and so he caused Israel to sin and be defeated. 
(See Numbers 31:16) 


The "spirit of Balaam" as | have called it, is at work when the love of money overtakes a prophet. As 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


with "the spirit of Antichrist, this Balaam spirit is subtle. A prophet could easily resist outright greed, 
but when expenses or financial gain is a possibility, the Balaam spirit moves in. If success and 
recognition comes, the desire for riches can become a very real problem. Today, there are serious 
indications that the "spirit of Balaam" has entered the house of the prophets. 


Psychic Chat Lines Move Over 

| just visited one of the most popular prophetic websites and | was astonished. The sale of "prophetic 
product" has truly reached an all time high. In fact it's taken over and the pages are jammed. Most of 
the links are about books, and quotes of prophets recommending them. | had trouble finding any 
ministry. When | finally clicked on some teaching and prophetic words. | got a few sentences then a 
"click here to buy" link! | needed to pay $3.00 to download the prophetic word. God help us! Are the 
prophets selling out to greed? Whatever happened to Jesus command "freely you have received, 
freely give." It's merchandise in the temple. 


Be clear-minded and alert. Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, 
looking for someone to devour. | Peter 5:8 


Conclusion 
The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets 
thereof divine for money: yet they lean upon Jehovah, and say, Is not Jehovah in the midst 
of us? no evil shall come upon us. Micah 3:11 


PROPHETS WAKE UP! The word of God has a multitude of scriptures about corrupted prophets. 
Satan wants to derail this generation from entering the Kingdom, and will replace our focus on Jesus 
with anything that works. But the Lord has given us the tools to stay on track. It's time for us to use 
them, especially in the prophetic movement. As the Kingdom of God draws near we need to be wise. 


Blessings 
Terry Somerville 
www.totalchange.org 


Testing Signs, Wonders, And Prophecies 
Terry Somerville 


"test everything, and hold fast to what is good." 1Thess. 5:21 
Here are some basic ways to test prophecies, signs, wonders and impressions. 


1. THE SPIRIT TEST 
..Stop believing every spirit. Instead, test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. I John 4:1 


John says the spirit behind a prophecy, sign or wonder needs to be tested. The test is simple. 


This is how you can recognize God's Spirit: Every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God. But every spirit who does not acknowledge Jesus is not 
from God. This is the spirit of the Antichrist. You have heard that he is coming, and now he is 
already in the world. I John 4:2, 3 


Sometimes | have challenged a spirit this way. "You spirit behind this word, is Jesus Christ the Lord? 
Has He come in the flesh?" The Holy Spirit will immediately glorify Jesus. Anything else, even silence 
is not the Lord. It may be the flesh or the Antichrist spirit. 


In addition, the prophecy, or sign must point to Jesus some how. The spirit involved will confess Jesus 
in the prophecy, or point to Jesus in some manner. John says it must acknowledge "Jesus coming in 
the flesh." In other words, that Jesus is God who became man. 


The spirit of anti-Christ denies Jesus is the Christ and denies the Father and the Son. 1 
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JOHN 2:22 
2. THE SCRIPTURE TEST 


The Holy Spirit ALWAYS agrees with the word of God since He inspired it. Any spiritual leading, 
teaching, signs or prophecy that contradicts the plain teaching of the bible is not from God. 


All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: II Timothy 3:16 


Today it seems that many Christians will follow any impression if it fits their desires. One woman 
believed the Holy Spirit was leading her to divorce her husband and marry a ministry leader. (This 
happens all the time!) She kept sending letters, but the secretary threw them out, not wanting to 
trouble the man since his wife had recently died. Eventually letters came saying the Holy Spirit told the 
woman to kill her husband. Needless to say action was quickly taken. This woman appeared to be a 
solid "spirit filled Christian." But she did not test the spirits, and could be led into a deception that fits 
her desires. 


3. THE FRUIT TEST 


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience , kindness, goodness, gentleness, 
faithfulness and self control. Galatians 5:22 


The Holy Spirit always brings the fruit of the Spirit. The character of love, peacefulness, patience , self 
control must be evident. The Holy Spirit leads us to repentance, crucifying the flesh. Evil spirits appeal 
to the carnal nature, tempt us to sin, exalt self above all. The works of the flesh show their character as 
forceful, pushy, impatient, operating out of fear, self justification and pride 


The question we need to ask about any signs and prophecy is "Who does it point to?" Does it point to 
Jesus, the man or the emotions? 


PERFORM A FRUIT TEST 
THE HOLY SPIRIT ANOTHER SPIRIT 
Leads into truth Drives, - loud, forceful, urges by carnal feelings. 

Focus on a man (or self), the ministry, event, or the feeling and 
Focus on Jesus 

wonder 
Brings the Word to : i At ; Í 
PESA O Causes a feeling something is wrong. Confusion, perplexity 
Displays Fruit of the Spirit Displays "religious behavior" 
Allows time to test it. Presses for action. 


Quiet tender peaceful Unsettled, in a rush 
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Denominational Uglies 
Brenda Davis 


Suddenly, | found myself being informed of the bad uglies of the denominational churches. 


e The Methodist church sprinkles instead of baptizes. 

e The Baptist church doesn’t allow speaking in tongues. 
e The Church of Christ doesn’t allow musical instruments. 
e The Pentecostal church doesn’t allow make-up. 

e The Catholic Church worships Mary. 


The list continued and imparted a critical and judgmental attitude in me. The critical list completely 
replaced all of the good, the positive, that these churches are doing. 


Jesus immediately interrupted my thoughts with His serious attitude. 
It was as though God grabbed me by the hand, set me down as a no nonsense parental disciplinarian 


would and said, 
“Young lady, | want to talk to you.” 


He took my thoughts to Revelations chapters 2 and 3, which is His address to the seven churches, 
and said, “See! | SEE what they are doing wrong. And | SEE what they are doing right. 


And | am judging them. You don't have to do it.” 


WOW! What a relief! That was not my responsibility! That took a load off me and | actually felt freed. 


Smile. 
Brenda Davis 
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False Manifestations or Abused 
Bill Somers 


A lot of this chatter about false prophets and manifestations is really missing an important point. 


If people have problems with the "prophetic movement" or various manifestations, does it mean that 
we are plagued with false Prophets and demonic signs? | don't think so. Am | saying these are True 
Prophets? Not exactly. We have people with genuine gifts, but perhaps the true Prophets and 
Apostles are yet to be revealed. 


The source of all this, the jewels, the gifts, the anointings, the gold dust, and the Toronto - Pensacola 
business is from the Lord. It's just that there is ‘mixture’ in those who are receiving them. These are 
spiritual gifts, and these gifts get abused. 


Merchandising your ministry is abusing a spiritual gift. Using the Holy Laughter refreshing to fleece the 
sheep is abusing a spiritual gift. Selling words of personal prophecy is abusing a spiritual gift. 
Prophesying after the flesh, putting your own opinions or pet peeves into a prophecy, is abusing a 
spiritual gift. If the Prophets are calling for repentance, but the Pastors are taking up an offering, what 
then? 


Gifts vs. Fruit 

Spiritual Gifts do not produce the Fruit of the Spirit. But many think that as long as their gifts are 
working, that they are right with God! King Solomon had great gifts. If we look at his final end where he 
turned and worshipped other gods, does that mean he was a false prophet and do we need to 
remove the books he authored from the bible? 


So what does produce Fruit of the Spirit? Seeking the Kingdom first, and walking in the Spirit. 


| think that these people will get their chance to repent, but some will go from being like Baalam the 
Prophet to becoming like Baalam the soothsayer. 


The Real Test? 
Here’s something | found while looking over some of the discussions going around, about false 
manifestations. This writer claims the following. 


The real 'test' of whether or not something is legitimately from the Lord is based on whether or 
not we are somehow changed as a result. Those who hung around with Jesus generally didn't 
leave him in the same condition they came to him in. Either they left with some level of inner 
growth or healing, or with a hardened heart wanting to get even further away from him than 
before. 


Now here is a great example of using man’s wisdom to support your statements. | note that there is no 
scripture given here to prove their point. In fact what they are saying here is entirely false. But it sounds 
good! 


In my view there are only three things you can use to support an argument in spiritual matters. The 
Bible, the dictionary and the rules of logic. And all these can be abused. You must still have the 
witness of the Spirit. 


But when you have hearsay, opinions, or citing non-biblical authority, watch out. Phrases like 
everybody knows, or the bible clearly teaches, lead me to say O Really? Or when some want to 
quote from ‘the rabbis’ or Jewish tradition, it’s not authoritative, and rarely even documented. 

The same goes for Matthew Henry, Watchman Nee or whoever. Here in this case someone makes a 
statement and just expects you to agree because it sounds reasonable. 
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Back to the question at hand. Who says that this is the ‘real test’? Where is the proof? 
This same writer goes on to say this: 


So many of our modern manifestations have little or no lasting effect on the people involved. If 
you are 'slain in the spirit’ on the carpet, get covered in 'gold dust’, or bark like a dog or cluck 
like a chicken, yet afterwards you get up and are just the same person as you were before, 
then | have to question the authenticity of your so-called 'manifestation’. Just because it's 'real' 
doesn't mean it's true. God may not give me a stone when | ask for bread, but the devil will 
certainly try to hand me one and pass it off as bread from the Lord, If | am foolish and 
inattentive enough to believe that | can't be deceived like others have been. 


Now if you note the final sentence here, this person is assuming that people are being deceived. So 
what conclusion will they naturally reach? Secondly from the tone of the entire paragraph, they are 
operating in a scornful attitude. 


Proverbs 14:6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him 
that understandeth. 


When this happens, if some that have manifestations are changed and some are not, what does that 
mean? Those who are not changed are deceived? Give me a break! Those who are not changed got 
their manifestations from Satan? Are Jesus and Satan taking turns passing out manifestations? 


Then there is the question “How do you know who is or is not changed?” It’s possible for some to be 
changed by a spiritual impartation and not even realize it! 


1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his stature; because | have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for 
man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 


He is the only one who can judge whether someone has come away changed. So how can we 
evaluate the manifestations on the basis of man's opinions about who has changed?. 


And what about those who are changed? Some, make that many, were saved, healed, restored or 
delivered in the movements that came from Toronto and Brownsville — Pensacola Florida. Yet this 
was not the ultimate revival, and not everything that happened was perfect. But the problems were not 
in the source of the manifestations, but the church structures that received them. 


It's the same with what’s happening today. Spiritual gifts are real but flesh gets in the way. It’s not so 
much the phenomena but what people do with it. 


Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 


Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. 
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Gold And Silver Dust, Gems And Other Miracles 


Harrietta Turner 
North Carolina USA 


Over the last few years there have been a lot of reports of gold and silver dust appearing upon people 
- mainly in Christian Full Gospel meetings. Oil is dripping from hands. Some have also received gold 
coins, gems. But lately, from what I’ve read, these latter are mainly to individuals in their homes and 
yards. 


Others are receiving angelic manifestations seen above them as flowing beautiful transparent figures 
and circles of faint light referred to as angel orbs. 


Photos, slide shows and U-tube videos have been sent out over the Internet showing all of these. Two 
of URL’s are at the end of this article. 


Naturally there have been strong speculations as to the sources of these phenomena in Christian 
circles. | haven't yet heard of any non-Christians receiving any of these miracles except the angel 
orbs. And | haven't read of any non-Christians expressing their views on these. 


So | believe that we can safely assume that this is a Christian issue ... and we call it an issue because 
of the disagreement and various opinions aired, especially lately, among Christians, particular over 
the Internet. 


It seems that the main questions arising about these miracles are Firstly What is the source?. And 
Secondly What is the purpose? 


The Source 
It seems that there are 3 possibilities being considered as the Source : 


18t They are given supernaturally from God. 
2nd They are faked in some way . 
3" They are from the devil and are thus demonic manifestations. 


1. My own belief and that of many is that these are from God because: 


They manifest in Christian meetings or Christian homes to mostly those known to be reliable 
Christians of long-standing. And | personally have received the silver dust. | think some don't believe 
because they haven't received any of these miracles or haven't wanted to. 


2. A few say these miracles are fake or staged (thus not real). 


Those who believe this have related their reasons or experiences elsewhere and | won't attempt to go 
into this. 


3. The third belief is that the Source of these signs and wonders is demonic and Satanic because if 
they aren't accepted as being from God or fake then this is the only remaining conclusion. The main 
reasoning here seems to be that they are not mentioned in the Scriptures. | do have sympathy for 
those who believe that only what is illustrated in the Bible is from God because | know they do value 
the Bible as their authority and guide for life ... just as we all should. And maybe some Christians 
don’t yet have the faith to believe His Word and promises in this area of their Christian lives to the 
effect that He will keep His Word and protect us if we ask. As to the belief they are not Scriptural 
(although individual prophecies are being received today which are not in the Bible but are accepted 
as from God)... should we limit God to just His written Word? There is the area of disagreement. 
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One astute friend stated that Moses didn’t read in the Bible about God appearing in the Burning bush 
either but he accepted it. (Of course we are just making the point although we know there was no 
Bible then ... only when Moses began writing it did it begin to be recorded for us all to read). But 
Moses knew God when he heard His voice. And we should be able to. Scripture confirms this: Jesus 
said about Himself, the Good Shepherd in the NASV Gospel of John 10:4 “When He puts forth all His 
own, He goes before them and the sheep follow Him because they know His voice “ verse 5 “and a 
stranger they simply will not follow but will flee from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” Therefore we don’t need to be worried about getting mixed up as to who the source of 
these miracles is because we don’t recognize the voice of Satan or demons as being from God and 
we don't follow (or accept) them. 


And as to the feeling by some present in these meetings that they have become aware of the 
presence of some demons and demon activity, as one mature discerning Christian noted, demons 
did show up constantly in Jesus’ ministry here on earth. So we shouldn't be surprised if some visit the 
meetings and even influence or act out through some of those present who willingly open themselves 
to these spirits. Other Christians may be a MIXTURE of true indwelling Spirit of God and carnality thus 
influenced to accept and act out strange behaviors. 


His Word does say to test the spirits. We are supposed to do this. What test should we use?? God’s 
Word states that the test is that if the one ministering, teaching, preaching, etc. believes and 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh then he is of God. NASV John 4:1-3 “Beloved, do 
not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the spirit of god: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is 
not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming and now it 
is already in the world.” Is this the basis on which all Christians are deciding whether to believe 
whether these miracles are from God or Satan and his anti-Christ spirit who it is prophesied is here to 
lead astray the very elect by signs and wonders if possible? Matthew 24:24 “For false Christs and 
false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders so as to mislead, if possible, even the 
elect.” 


Just as | was about to send this article out, my computer friend Ron Anderson whose testimony is 
under personal experiences in this article suddenly wrote me the following which | feel gets to the heart 
of the matter: 


“| think | may know the answer why so many "Christians" simply do not believe in such miraculous 
Father God-given gifts, is because they have not been a witness to such marvelous things. Then too, 
they must not know THE Father of lights. 


Too much head knowledge maybe. In the world and too much OF it. Having eyes and not seeing, 
having ears and not hearing, having a heart but not understanding. Will they believe the lying signs and 
wonders of Satan that "it is written" about? There is too much disbelief in the Church!!!” 


Purpose 


Many see no purpose at all and believe they have a very negative result and are meant to or are 
having the effect of drawing the focus away from our Lord. Those saying they are fake just seem to 
believe it is for money or for fame. Those of us who have witnessed and received the signs and 
wonders believe that there is a God-ordained purpose which is to bring us closer to our Lord and 
enable us to better glorify Him. These miracles come when we are thinking of Him (KJV Malachi 3:16, 
17 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another and the Lord hearkened and heard it 
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and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord and that thought 
upon His name. And they shall be mine saith the Lord of hosts in that day when | make up my jewels 
and | will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him ) and often when we are seeking 
Him, honoring and praising Him above all and the outpouring of these gifts often increase as we 
worship Him more intensely. But some come unexpectedly. He is the Giver and decides when and 
where to give them. 


Of course there are abuses. There will always be some who use the gifts for self-glorification, and 
some who get distracted and get their eyes off our Lord seeking these miracles instead of Him. We, 
as Christians, are still human, fallible and often led astray - especially young Christians or those who 
have never fully surrendered to our Lord and have thus been enabled by the Spirit of God to grow in 
His image and into a close grounded relationship with Him. 


I’ve discussed the question of the Sources and the Purpose or lack of it. 


However, the bottom line for all of us who are Christians is that we continue to obey the 
commandments mentioned by the Rich young Ruler in NASV Luke 10:27 ... “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind: 
and your neighbor as yourself.”. Then Jesus said in the Gospel of John 15:12 “This is My 
commandment that you love one another as | have loved you.” So should we be attacking each other 
verbally over this issue? I’m sure that according to His Words, we should not. And if we allow 
ourselves to do that, maybe the next step will be that some might follow the lead of some of those 
previous American 16t century Christians who burned ‘heretics’ at the stake as witches. Some 
Quakers, and some of other faiths, were hanged for their beliefs. Maybe some of will soon to be in 
danger of losing our lives at the hands of other Christians for our beliefs. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF MINE AND OF OTHERS 


Having been raised as the daughter of a Presbyterian minister, and graduating from Peace College, 
a NC Presbyterian Junior College at that time, and later from Duke University in Durham which was 
Methodist in heritage, and having been a Director of Christian Education in one Presbyterian church 
thus | was very involved all of my early years in a denomination which had no atmosphere of hearing 
of, seeing or believing in miracles. However our Catechism did teach us that the chief end of man is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. So | was prepared to enjoy Him in all of His beauty of character 
and to enjoy all of the gifts He chose to bestow. This made it easy to accept His bestowing gold, 
silver, jewels, angels and whatever else He might lovingly pour upon us. 


| received salvation, after | was willing to completely surrender my life fully to the Lord at age 22, 
through the lay ministry of an Assemblies of God couple wherein | was then introduced to the 
supernatural. 


Liking to read | was blessed to come across the writings of missionaries, the Catholic classics and 
other good Christian literature. | read about the stigmata of Padre Pio and others and ordered copies 
of his biography. | accepted this as a gift and sign to him and the others from God. | thought it was a 
type of identification with the sufferings of Christ bringing more of a oneness with him. | may have 
prayed to receive this but | don’t remember. | did read of missionary Hudson Taylor’s experience of 
union with God as described in the book written about this entitled HUDSON TAYLOR’S SPIRITUAL 
SECRET and | prayed to receive that experience. It was granted to me after several years of great 
trials. 


So in recent years, when | began to hear of the gold dust being received in meetings of Christians, | 
didn’t doubt it. And | haven’t had any reason to doubt it since. | reminded the Lord (as if He didn’t 
know) that | couldn’t get to any meetings so | prayed that | would receive this if it pleased Him to grant 
it. And | didn’t think any more about it. Later | read on the Rivermail computer List the testimony of a 
Tennessee lady, named Barbara Rufo who lived near my Western NC mountain home. She told of her 
receiving it so | wrote to her and enquired about it. It was summer at least 3 year’s ago. She just said 
to go out into the yard in the sun and look at my arms and hands. | uttered a brief prayer and went out 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


but not seeing anything and came back in. Then | felt the inclination to go out and look again and there 
were sparkles on my arms and hands. | had only heard about gold dust but not diamond or silver dust 
as it is often called. From then on it has often been on my hands and arms often. One has to be ina 
bright light to see it sparkle ... either outdoors or under a reading lamp. Barbara still has the ‘dust’ 
also appearing on her skin as | do. 


At first | mentioned it to my husband, my son, to Barbara and to a few close friends over the Internet. 
Also | shared at our non-Full gospel women’‘s prayer group and there was no reaction - only quiet 
acceptance... but | didn’t talk about it much otherwise and no one was interested in seeking it for 
themselves. 


At my Christian Retreat Center called Stonehaven (named after the Stone whom the builders rejected 
but Who has become the Chief Cornerstone and our Hiding Place and Haven) other than having 
Barbara visit and give her testimony | didn’t mention it to my guests when they visited. Later someone 
told me that a gentleman who was a guest and friend had received a fleck on his forehead while the 
visiting minister prayed with him about other things ... no one having mentioned the gold dust or told 
them about it. 


During the spring of 2006 a Stonehaven guest | had just met was talking with me while we sat at the 
apartment table and a good-sized gold fleck appeared on his right upper cheek. | stopped talking as | 
was surprised. He had never heard of these miracles nor had | even thought to ever mention them to 
him. He was happy to learn of them and their appearance. 


As the months, after | first received, passed | often saw the shiny sparkles (I refer to them as diamond 
dust but some call them silver dust) on stationery while | was writing to prisoners or on a book | was 
reading. Lately, as I’ve been witnessing to others more about their presence I’ve seen them more 
often - once on my Bible and also on my telephone but more consistently on my arms and hands. | 
don’t ask for them nor seek them in any way as they have appeared spontaneously since that first 
time. Nor do | look for them except rarely but they are there and can appear at random times ... 
sometimes immediately after a bath. One of my pet dogs I’d had for 6 years was killed by a truck on 
the Highway this past week and | noticed more of the dust on me than usual. Our God has said He will 
never leave us nor forsake us, but being human it helps to see the physical assurance of it just as it is 
comforting for a Christian friend to write us, phone us, give us a hug and let God use them to transmit 
His love to us. But the friends aren’t always available. The miracles are as God chooses to bestow 
them. 


This week | sent an e-mail to my friends Ron and Patsy Anderson of Oregon asking for his testimony 
and what he knows of the gifts. He writes: “I will go back to the beginning of these gifts of God. Does 
our heavenly Father give gifts to his children? Most assuredly! Where did our start begin, - about 25 
years ago. In fact, the 93 year old lady friend of some 40 years, Nina, whom | took yesterday for an 
eye appointment, and tomorrow for a doc's appointment, had called up years ago to let us know a 
man was going to be at, in fact, our very own church, and people received new gold inlays, and not too 
long ago she showed me hers she had received back then. 


Then about 10 years ago at Portland Foursquare again a young man from Canada came to our 
church for a week. On Monday and Tuesday he spoke and ministered to the teen youth. Then during 
the Wednesday night service for us adults, people received the gold inlays and silver fillings, some in 
the form of a cross. Several people we knew received. After that we heard of the same anointing at 
Pastor Les Moore's church, which a friend told me about. We were there a couple of nights and quite 
a few people received the gold and silver fillings. We were told that the night we weren't there fire 
came out of the two speakers. Right on the heels of that, my wife especially for about a year or so, 
gold dust would appear on her hands, face, especially on Mother's Day. Once in awhile now a days a 
bit appears. Generally mine would be one or a few large specks. 


Here about three years ago on a Sunday night, the third day of a three day annual Creation 
conference by archeologist pastor Dennis Swift, he had a lady here from Argentina | believe, that gold 
dust would fall from her hair, and in about 15 minutes Dr. Dennis' forehead was solid with the gold 
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dust. On his clothes too. 


One summer around 2000 Patsy's sister Betty from Bakersfield visited us for several weeks. We 
talked about the gold dust, and right then some appeared. Then she told me her story about when she 
was about 9 or 10, and her oldest brother, Ronald about 11 or 12. They lived near Long Beach, CA, 
and the whole family was fully involved with the healing tent ministry of A.A. Allen. Ronald was Allen's 
lil’ gofer. 


This one day while only they were there, Betty sitting inside and Ronald outside, se heard and saw 
water cascading down at the doorway, and thought Ronald was playing with a water hose. When she 
went out to find Ronald, he wasn't there but the water was still cascading off the top of the entrance 
way. She also told other experiences when the people and "Brother" Allen were there how oil would 
appear on her fingers, and blood on her palms. She would wipe away the blood but it would come 
again. 


So, fast-forwarding now, in the past year | guess, we have the reports, and actuality of gemstones 
falling from the atmosphere, inside churches, etc. | recently sent off for a tape from Sid Roth of 
Messianic Vision of his radio interview with Patricia King of Extreme Prophecy, and she spoke of the 
falling gemstones by the hands of angels. She said the largest stone had the number of 54. She also 
has written a new book.” 


There are photos of the angel orbs taken at Christian meetings and I’ve been told that many are also 
on the New Age and other non-Christian sites. However, one evangelist friend of mine was preaching 
a revival in his tent and a mutual evangelist friend of ours was taking pictures. When | sent out a slide 
show over the Internet of the various miracle gems and angel orbs the friend who took the photos 
recognized the angel orbs as something that had appeared in the developed photos he took at the 
Tent revival. He sent me a photo to ask what | thought and that is what they were. Neither of these 
evangelists had ever heard of these signs and wonders being received around the country today. And 
when | told the preaching evangelist who was in the photo and owned the tent and sent him a copy of 
the photo, he wasn’t surprised or impressed. He did tell me over the phone that he had told the people 
in the congregation one night that angels were standing on each side of him. He also walked into one 
in his house around that time. But his only interest is in winning souls to Jesus. 


We are chosen to be His bride and might He not have chosen these last days before the wedding 
feast to shower us with beautiful gold, silver, gems as an intended bridegroom often does with His 
bride? All through the Scriptures- gold, and beautiful gems are told of in reference to His bride and the 
bridegroom such as in Jeremiah 2:32 it says “Can a maid forget her ornaments or a bride her attire? 
Yet my people have forgotten Me days without number “. NASV Obviously our Lord is comparing 
Himself and His relationship to us as the ornaments (the gold, silver, jewels) of a bride about to be 
married ... an interesting comparison to say the least. 


All throughout nature, His creation, there are His lavishly bestowed beauties of the colors of the 
feathers of the Birds, the various hues of the petals of the flowers, the leaves of the trees as they come 
out in spring, turn darker in maturity and are brilliantly colored ever-changing in dying in the fall. The 
sunsets and sunrises are ever-varying whether there is an audience to behold and admire them. None 
of this beauty is needed or necessary. Psalm 19:1 says “The heavens declare the glory of God and 
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the firmament showeth His handiwork.” KJV 


There are also many beautiful and useful elements underground such as gold, silver, gems, coal, and 
oil which He has created. | don’t see it as contrary to His nature throughout the centuries for Him to 
bestow the actual physical elements of gold, silver, gems, oil or other gifts supernaturally whenever He 
might choose. 


Might He also want to encourage us as the days grow darker with the accompanying greater need for 
more of His manifested love and care? Some Christians are said to be selling the gems they are 
receiving supernaturally for money to pay off debts. In the Old Testament the Israelites needed food 
miraculously. They couldn't have used money at that time as there was no food to buy. So God 
provided the manna for that time and that need. He can provide gems or gold coins (as some have 
received) to be sold to buy food or meet the material needs of ourselves and give us enough to help 
others whenever He chooses to. We may personally need these items someday soon. | believe that it 
is best not to limit Him and | don't plan to but then He does give us a choice. 


Here is the URL for the best Video I've seen explaining and showing the recent Signs and Wonders ... 
the gemstones, oil, gold and diamond dust, etc. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSsPEFloqQM 


This is a slide show of many different miracles God is doing today ... there are angel orbs, gold dust, 
sapphire dust, supernatural gems, angels and fire manifesting. 
http://glorydominion.multiply.com/photos/album/33 


Harrietta Turner 

flyinhi@bellsouth.net 
http://stonehaven.hypermart.net 

Orbs also: www.upstreamca.org/orbs.html 
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Given Over To Delusion 
Bryan Hupperts 


Sep 19, 2007 


Have you ever looked in a teenager's closet or under their bed? The layers are like an archaeological 
dig. After my kids cleaned their rooms, | decided to do a surprise detailed inspection. 5 hours and 6 
bags to trash later, | believe | have dispelled their delusions of what "clean" means! There is some 
housecleaning desperately needed in the body of Christ, too. 


A delusion is a false belief that is stronger than mere illusion because you are accepting a lie as the 
Truth. All the world over, the church of Jesus Christ is experiencing spiritual delusion. 


Consider the words of Pastor Mike Woelk: "The Church is like Jesus was on earth, never something 
to detract from, or take glory from, the Father. When it does, it is not the Church." When the focus is off 
God, you are on slippery ground. 


In these days there is a winnowing, a separation, taking place between the sheep and goats. God is 
sifting the hearts of people to find those who are fully his. 


We've had waves of bizarre laughter manifesting in church meetings, people barking and growling like 
animals, jewels and gold dust appearing and disappearing, manna falling; wild things happening. 
These manifestations are real. Is God behind this? 


Try quoting the following passage to people involved in these sort of meetings. The usual response is, 
"That's your onion." No, this is God's Word. Let's take a look at the warning foretold about the 
deceptive nature of the miraculous in the End Times. 


2 Thessalonians 2: 9-12. "The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan 
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives 
those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this 
reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be 
condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness." NIV 


"The work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders." First, the 
Scripture acknowledges COUNTERFEIT miracles, COUNTERFEIT signs, and COUNTERFEIT 
wonders. These supernatural things are labeled, "The work of Satan." 


A counterfeit is designed to look and pass for the genuine thing. Satan is not a creator so he is limited 
to counterfeiting the Father's work. The stated purpose of these fakes is to "Deceive those who are 
perishing." The deceived here are perishing because "They refuse to love the truth." They will be 
eternally condemned. 


But won't God protect his children? Yes, if they seek him with all their hearts. For those who do not 
love the truth, "God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie." 


What kind of a delusion? A powerful one. Who sends this powerful delusion that seals their eternal 
fate? God Himself! 


Why? There are two comings, two parousia in the last days: one of Christ, and the other of antichrist. 
We're warned of, "The coming of the lawless one." The devil is going to have his day on earth to 
harvest those who do not love the Truth. And, as judgment begins at the house of God, it is coming in 
the form of spiritual delusion in the Church! Who claims responsibility for sending this delusion? God 
Himself. 


The current crop of spiritual delusion gets billed as: the new anointing, greater revelation, new levels, 
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deeper truth: more and more! We are to fix our eyes on Jesus, not on manifestations or on seemingly 
anointed prophets who merchandise this spiritual sideshow. 


If you've even been in these meetings, ever notice how little they speak about Jesus? God does not 
share his glory with man and He who is a consuming fire, He whose name is Jealous, is burning hot 
with holy anger. 


Deuteronomy 13 carries a dire warning about prophets who offer up the miraculous that turns attention 
and worship away from God. "The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with 
all your heart and with all your soul." The bizarre manifestations taking place across the world are a 
test that God is proctoring. There is no grading curve. It will finally be either Pass or Fail. 


The work of Satan is being displayed in COUNTERFEIT miracles, signs, and wonders. If you do not 
love The Truth, you will finally believe the lie and be condemned along with those who love 
wickedness. Give yourself fully to God or you will be finally, fully given over to powerful delusion. 


God is a miracle working, healing, supernatural God. He calls himself by many names including The 
Truth. It is receiving the love of The Truth, Jesus Christ himself, that saves. 


Matthew 24:24, "For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and 
miracles to deceive even the elect-if that were possible." 


The Truth himself warned us these people were coming and would perform COUNTERFEIT signs and 
wonders in our midst. If supernatural manifestations are not attesting to the Lordship of Jesus, or they 
give glory to the vessel and detract from Christ, they are a COUNTERFEIT. 


As the poet A. E. Housman so prophetically warned, "The house of delusion is cheap to build but 
drafty to live in." All houses built upon the shifting sands of spiritual delusion will finally fall. 


Copyright C Bryan Hupperts 1996-2007 
This document may be reproduced in its entirety for circulation. The copyright notice must be retained. 
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Responses to - Gold Dust and Holy Laughter 
Mario Liu 


From: Anthony Sampson 
Sent: Sunday, 23 September 2007 12:29 PM 
Subject: RE: [StormHarvest] B Hupperts: Given Over To Delusion 


Hey | enjoy most of the stuff you send, but this one's off matey. This is throwing the baby out with the 
bath water scenario. 


Rgs, 
Anthony Sampson 


From: Alandenisemikkelsen 
Sent: Sunday, 23 September 2007 7:11 AM 
Subject: RE: [StormHarvest] B Hupperts: Given Over To Delusion 


Sorry Brian, but I've served the Lord faithfully for 51 years, and | know numerous people who love the 
Lord Jesus and follow His Word truthfully, and while they were in meetings praising Jesus, gold dust 
fell, and many laughed in the spirit. 
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My Godly grandmother experienced these things in the 1930's and 40's, before any of the "new" stuff, 
which really isn't new. If we are truly seeking Jesus and His word, and there is a "manifestation", that is 
NOT the devil. Yes, there are those who are "led astray" by manifestations, but when | ask God for a 
piece of bread, He WILL NOT give me a stone. There is some truth to what you are saying, but you 
make statements absolutely, that are NOT absolute. 


Denise Mikkelsen 


From: Dr. Cliff Long 
Sent: Sunday, 23 September 2007 3:27 AM 
Subject: Re: [StormHarvest] B Hupperts: Given Over To Delusion 


Dear brother Hupperts, 


While | agree with the premise of what you are saying and am totally expecting the Lord to redirect his 
church to Jesus Christ and him crucified and us along with him, stripping away all the "manifestations" 
people have chosen to worship above God, | also must say that | have seen some of these 
manifestations when | knew they were the Lord in the midst of his people. 


| speak mainly of the gold and silver dust | have seen manifesting on those who were at the altar 
seeking the Lord with all their hearts...especially on the youth. It appeared on the backs of their necks 
and because our church was not into making a scene over signs and wonders, most of them never 
even knew they had it on them and we never mentioned it in the services. But there were times when 
we were deep into the presence of the Lord in worship and it would simply appear on the worship 
leader or on others who were on their faces before the Lord. 


To this day, only a few leaders in our church even know it happened, but happen it did. When we went 
to the Lord to ask him if it was from him, he gave us these scriptures: "if you return to the Almighty, you 
shall be built up, you shall put iniquity far away from your tabernacles. then you shall lay up gold as dust 
and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks. Yes, the Almighty shall be your defense and you 
shall have plenty of silver" (Job 22:23-24) and "for brass | will give you gold and for iron | will give you 
silver....." (Isaiah 60:17a). 


We were very reluctant to get on board that gold dust wagon that so many were on, so our church 
leadership decided not to make a big thing out of it and to take it only as a sign that we were doing as 
the Lord said to do in Job 22...returning to the almighty. A couple of the teenagers ended up knowing 
about it because it stayed on them for 4 days and they could not wash it off. Their parents came to us 
asking what it was all about, so that we could not help mentioning about the gold, but for the most part, 
when we saw it on someone, we just felt the Lord was showing us in a physical way that person had 
turned their heart back to him and so we would minister to them and pray for them accordingly. 


It is our opinion that if God manifests something like that, it is for a purpose....not just for a show...so 
we wanted to discover what the purpose was and he showed it to us in those verses from Job. So 
each time we saw the gold or silver dust, we realzied that person was submitting totally to the Lord at 
that moment and he was showing it to us so that we would know how to minister to them or how to 
pray over them. 


As for the laughter, we witnessed some of it and although we know that holy laughter does exist and 
does a deep work of healing in the recipient, most of what we observed were demonic manifestations 
and the appropriate response of church leadership should have been to command the demons to 
come out in the name of Jesus. 


To end my comments, | would like to add that my husband went to the funeral of a fairly well known 
prophetess who had been single and holy unto the Lord all her life. During the service, gold dust 
began to cover her casket, falling on to the floor and steps of the altar. As worship continued, with the 
congregation doing nothing but worshipping the Lord, soon everyone on the podium was covered with 
gold dust. We felt it was of the Lord because she was a truly holy woman...not faultless, but dedicated 
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to God her whole life. Her life and ministry were over now there was nothing to be gained from this 
manifestation. It seemed to us that the Lord was saying through that manifestation that this servant of 
his had truly "returned to the Almighty" as the scripture in Job 22 says. 


Still, there is definitely a need for the church to be purged and cleansed of worshipping of 
manifestations, gifts, and callings, and a need for us to return to the purity of worshipping God alone. 
Yet, | believe with all my heart that when that happens, we will see more, not less, manifestations of his 
glory. | pray that our hearts will see them for what they are, simply manifestations of Emmanuel...God 
with us...and that we will seek ways to use them only for his glory and to increase his kingdom in all 
righteousness and holiness so that his bride may grow to be spotless and wrinkle free, and yet 
powerful and full of his authority. 


Many blessings, 


Kathyrn long 


From: Sherry 
Sent: Monday, 24 September 2007 3:00 AM 
Subject: Re: [StormHarvest] Responses to - Gold Dust and Holy Laughter 


| don't think Bryan was saying that all of these manifestations are always evil or demonic. Rather, that 
fake manifestations are the enemy's easiest and most effective tool to distract us from what is really 
important. 


The real 'test' of whether or not something is legitimately from the Lord is based on whether or not we 
are somehow changed as a result. Those who hung around with Jesus generally didn't leave him in 
the same condition they came to him in. Either they left with some level of inner growth or healing, or 
with a hardened heart wanting to get even further away from him than before. 


The Holy Spirit is constantly seeking to cut through our spiritual smoke screens in order to deal with 
our inner heart issues. If seeing a manifestation will benefit us in this way, then we may indeed be 
privileged to see one that is pertinent to our needs. If however the said manifestation only serves as 
an entertaining side show to prove to others how ‘holy’ we are, then it may very well be a deception 
from the enemy intended to shift our focus away from dealing with our personal spiritual ‘junk drawer’ 
issues. Dealing with our personal baggage is what really changes things, both in the spirit realm and 
in the natural. Everything else is just fun and games paddling around in the River of God, a river that 
we allow to run through our hearts a mile wide but often only an inch deep. 


So many of our modern manifestations have little or no lasting effect on the people involved. If you are 
‘slain in the spirit' on the carpet, get covered in ‘gold dust’, or bark like a dog or cluck like a chicken, 
yet afterwards you get up and are just the same person as you were before, then | have to question the 
authenticity of your so-called 'manifestation’. Just because it's 'real' doesn't mean it's true. God may 
not give me a stone when | ask for bread, but the devil will certainly try to hand me one and pass it off 
as bread from the Lord, IF | am foolish and inattentive enough to believe that | can't be deceived like 
others have been. 


The next time you see a 'manifestation’, try asking God to confirm it by cutting off anything in the event 
that is not directly of HIM and HIM alone. It might be interesting to see what is 'proved' true and what 
might disappear as having been false. 


My sincere thanks to Bryan for sticking his neck out to speak this difficult but necessary word of 
caution. May we all be courageous enough to allow the Lord to check us regularly for such deceptions. 


In Christ, Sherry 


From: Jim Wallace 
Sent: Monday, 24 September 2007 10:43 PM 
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Subject: gold dust and revivals 


Having been to all three BIG revivals Toronto, Pensacola, and the cornfield revival | can say that 
looking back it was a test from God to see if there was any discernment and there wasn't. 


There some discerning voices but they were dismissed, | dare say if a prophet had walked into these 
meetings and told them this was not of God they would have ushered out the door and the crowd 
would have cheered. 


Concerning revivals, | am going out on a limb here and say revival is not a new testament principle. 
Revival admits we once had life but now are dead and need to be revived. What a wonderful 
statement to a lost and dying world. All preachers want revival as long it is at their church and not the 
one across town. You see church leaders are kingdom (small k) builders, their kingdom not the 
kingdom of God. Ask any pastor if you can have some time on Sunday morning to tell "his" people 
about a new church and invite them to come to it. See what happens to you at that point. 


Mike Woelk has it right. He shut down his church and got a job and is seeking to lead a quiet fruitful 
life. If only other pastors could get that vision. 


Concerning where are the prophets? Not holding seminars, not putting full page ads in the latest 
Christian magazine not running the prophetic circuit not writing the latest Prophetic best seller, not 
seeing who can draw the biggest crowd but are laying low. 


When things fall apart they will appear and speak but probably will still not be liked. They are working 
jobs and minding their own business for now. But when they speak it will be with authority and things 
will happen. 


At the this point the church in America has no effect on society. Maybe a negative effect. It is nothing 
more than a religious organization held together with control and manipulation, kind of like a cult. 


| do NOT have a website for MY ministry. | seek not to build a ministry. 
(A comment from Mario Liu, list co-editor on the question ‘where are the prophets’: 


1. Please also refer to the word on ‘underground army' in the 'J Fallon: Remnant’ article that | have sent 
out this week. 2. This question also reminds me of an answer God gave Elijah when Elijah 

complained that he was the only prophet of God left: 1Ki 19:14 He (Elijah) replied again, "I have 
zealously served the LORD God Almighty. But the people of Israel have broken their covenant with 
You, torn down Your altars, and killed every one of Your prophets. | am the only one left, and now they 
are trying to kill me, too." 1Ki 19:15 Then the LORD told him," .. 1Ki 19:18 Yet | will preserve 7,000 
others in Israel who have never bowed down to Baal or kissed him!" ) 


From: renewedhope 
Sent: Tuesday, 25 September 2007 1:34 AM 
Subject: manifestations 


One thought about gold dust and other manifestations. If there are "false" manifestations, then there 
must be the "true." The devil only seeks to copy what is real. So one would assume that if there are 
"false gold dust" and "false laughter" then there is a real. Can't be a counterfeit without there being the 
real thing it would seem! Meri Ford 


From: james 
Sent: Tuesday, 25 September 2007 2:40 AM 
Subject: 


On disputing whether a manifestation of 'gold dust’ etc. is of God or not.: 
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Yes in this age of counterfeits we need to know, but know what? Because one church seems to have 
the real thing does not escape the scrutiny of the 'axe laid to the root.’ Blessing does not necessarily 
infer that God's seal is over the whole frame. We constantly confuse the two. The Father has always 
‘made due with what He had,’ look at how He dealt with Israel. But when the time comes for fullness 
and His move, the axe comes forth to purge, and the first ones under such judgment are leaders. 


So regardless of the blessing, if such leaders involved are found to be of the 'Jeroboam' type (the 
exact ones around when the spirit of Elijah first showed up: do a read on this incredible portion of the 
Word!) then the blessing is a moot point--- in this hour. These are they (in epidemic amount in the 
‘doing’ West) who have picked up their calling before their commission, much like Moses slaying the 
Egyptian, being unbroken and unprepared--- hence the mixture and impotence throughout the land. 


So all discussions over who's miracles are sanctified are frivolous without this correct 'roots' 
understanding (we need this calling to arise as an arm in the body desperately to illuminate the body 
in the face of growing counterfeits). You could never pick off any true signs and lying wonders anyway 
unless the true foundation is revealed. This mixture we deal with in ministry has handed us much 
knowledge from the wrong tree, and the Antichrist spirit works in the same manner, being not truly 
‘anti’ in its subtlety, but rather a substitute of Christ. 


Yours and His, Love, 
Jim Fallon 


WEBSITE 
Storm-Harvest Ministries 
http://www.storm-harvest.asn.au 


MODERATORS 
Robert | Holmes and Mario Liu 
email prophetic@storm-harvest.asn.au 
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| Slept, But My Heart Was Awake 
Sherry Mason 


| cried out to God over and over and over again to "wake up" the church because | wanted the whole 
church to come and find what | was finding. | prayed, | wept over my brothers and sisters. | spoke as a 
voice in many churches God sent me to. | spoke what | heard. | was called a Jezebel and it was 
suggested more than once that | might be "happier" in another place. | was accused of hidden 
motives. | was told that | had overstepped my "boundaries"...| think | heard it all. 


| understood being "asleep" because | had been there. He woke me up by telling me to read the 
"Song of Solomon". | couldn't understand why but when | got to chapter five | read "I slept, but my heart 
was awake." | knew that was me! My heart was awake but | had fallen asleep in the pews. God in His 
mercy and grace began waking me up in 1994. | became hungry for something | didn't have and 
couldn't define. At one point He told me He was restoring His altar to the church...then He told me that 
the altar was His Presence. Oh how | longed for that but | looked around me and it seemed that no one 
else was missing Him. We had our structure, our agenda, our good works and we all went back to our 
houses on Sunday afternoons satisfied with ourselves. At least it seemed to be that way. 


Many years ago | had a dream about a family that had a dog. The dog went with the children (a boy 
and girl around 10 or 11 years old) to protect them when they rode their bicycles somewhere 
dangerous that they were not supposed to go. They kicked him away because they didn't want him 
following them and reviled him with their words. The baby in the family beat the dog with its fists, 
blaming it for everything it didn't get that it wanted in its baby voice. The dog patiently took the beating. 


| knew somehow that the dog represented God but | did not understand how until one day the Lord 
said, "Sherry, it is not that the dog represents me, it is that the church has treated me like the family 
dog." You see, we did what we wanted and kicked Him away when we didn't want Him stopping us 
from going our own way. We treated Him like the baby did and flailed at Him with our fists and in our 
babyish way we blamed Him for our problems. We ignored Him when it wasn't convenient and we 
were busy with other things. Sometimes we actually wanted Him around when we wanted to have fun 
and play but it was at our convenience. | knew that we had lost the fear of God and that had to change. 


| Know that many do not believe God will allow bad things to happen to our country, to the church 
structure, etc. but we do not understand that sometimes things have to happen in order to wake us up. 
| fear that if something doesn't happen we will go on and on as we have in the last decades. God will 
do whatever it takes to wake up the church. 


| said all of the above for a reason. | want to go on with God but my weeping and my prayers have 
been that | do not want to move on without every single brother and sister in the Lord going with us. 
But | will not stay with them if it means going without God. 


| asked God early this morning if the bowls were full yet. Is it time yet for all those prayers we have 
prayed over the Body of Christ to come to fruition? Is it time yet for eyes to open and look around and 
see that they too have been asleep (while yet their hearts are awake)? | know that all these people that 
| have walked away from yet love God. | don't understand why they sleep; | don't understand why they 
have chosen religion over God. There is a multitude of things | don't understand. God loves each and 
every one of us with all the fierceness contained in His Being. He will do whatever it takes to finish 
what He has begun (Building His Church). In this we take hope, in His Love for mankind we 
understand that nothing will remain undone. In His love and desire for that beautiful bride...He will give 
His ALL. 


Sherry Mason 
sparrowoftheplain@hotmail.com 
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Is Spirituality Marketable 
Debra Westbrook 


September 10, 2007 


Marvin and | have traveled throughout the world over the past 6 years. | have been watching and 
observing and seeing some things as we continue to travel led by Holy Spirit. Looking at the church in 
America from the outside - living in Finland, living in Abu Dhabi, spending time in Kenya - | would 
answer that question with a resounding 'yes' based upon what | have observed over and over as we 
travel. Spirituality is very marketable and it grieves God's heart. 


In the name of technological advance, the Western Church has proved spirituality is quite marketable. 
And it's done it all in the name of Jesus. Products, conferences, gatherings, superstars, and super 
products hyped by superlative advertising language. Websites continue to provoke us with words 
such as awesome, outstanding, overwhelming and incredible as they describe the latest conference, 
prophetic word, CD, etc. etc. etc. Experiences touted over and over as heavenly encounters, third 
heaven visitations, etc. are often marketed as a commodity to get people to partake of the latest 
Christian conference or happening. | believe in all these experiences and even respect many of the 
people that | see in Christian leadership positions but | deeply question so much of the current 
mindset of Western Christianity that has been ‘cultured’ by its environment. It truly has begun to sicken 
me inside that so many Western ministries boast and parade their Christianity which, in effect, is no 
Christianity at all. It is paraded in a marketplace fashion; yet holds little or no power to procure any 
eternal benefits or value. 


Western Christianity (and | use that term for want of a better term) seems to move along exploiting a 
consumer mentality as much as the secular environment does throughout the world. They have 
adopted the world's techniques to advance a spiritual kingdom. While traveling consistently, we have 
over and over encountered western exploitation in the name of Jesus. 


A western Gospel, much of which is based upon selfishness, consumerism, competition, hype and 
superstars abounds throughout the world as it permeates TV, internet and radio. How often the 
church in America complains that Hollywood exploits the nations with garbage that pours forth. Yet, 
everywhere we travel we see Christian TV espousing a Western Gospel with Christian superstars that 
promote personal agendas and products to financially prosper their ministries. This is being 
exemplified as a model for many small ministries to look up to and copy in exact detail. We have seen 
this in the smallest villages in Africa and if it weren't so painful, it would be funny. 


Stop - in the name of Jesus! 


As a ministry that is moving forth one step at a time, going from faith to faith and glory to glory, we 
consistently encounter people placing false expectations on us based upon what they see on 
Christian TV, read in the latest book or receive at the most recent conference. They want the latest 
message or a good prophetic word or some type of feel good sermon that is easy to preach but has 
no substance. Funny but true-it happens to us quite consistently and in effect, we are so small and 
really are nobodies that have been anointed by God to give Him glory. Let me clarify more. 


We have set our sights on the high call in Christ. This, we see, is running in direct opposition to the 
church at large. The narrow path is leading us into a life of holiness and consecration with a passion to 
pursue the simplicity that is found in Christ and in Him alone. He is enough. We believe Jesus is all 
that we need and are staying clear of trying to market ourselves and label it the anointing. Yet we find 
in so many places-it is not enough. The church at large likes the hype and when we, along with many 
others, challenge complacency and apathy, we lose so many people from true discipleship that is our 
heart. Or did we ever have them? Of course not. Now we accept it and smile but know in our hearts 
that the remnant is smaller than we previously thought. But-God will have a glorious church one day 
and is in the process of purging her of herself to get there. 
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When we challenge people to seek God, we simply don't draw big conferences or gatherings 
because we find that people have adopted a Western mindset often due to the overwhelming 
presence of a Western Gospel coming across the airwaves. They want choices and cheap prices and 
we simply won't give them that. And | know there are many out there like us and feel this way and for 
that | am grateful. 


If what we have does not suit their fancy, over and over we find they move to the next ministry or 
conference that does. It used to hurt and we took it personally but we don't do that any more. But, | do 
feel God's heart grieve over this so consistently. Why am | writing all of this with more coming? 


Because these are observations after years of travel that | have hesitated writing because | did not 
want to appear judgmental. That is not my intent but | am grieved by what | see in the American Church 
and | see it more clearly now that | am living outside the States and will be for some time. We are 
choosing to ‘opt-out’ of conventional western Christianity in order to pursue Jesus with no expectations 
other than to find Him on His terms, not ours. As we find Him and continue to find Him, He shall refine 
us and define us and conform us into His image. 


Out of all these years of being saved and building this spiritual house called Rivers of Eden, 
stewarding it for God, we are not growing yet in large numbers but actually getting smaller. That defies 
a western mindset that says growth is a product of divine favor. Not so, not so, not so. It boggles the 
western mind, bent on productivity, to realize that upward growth is determined by downward 
progression. May it be so with us Lord Jesus! 


We are forsaking every attempt to merchandize ourselves via the internet or any other means of mass 
communication in order to attract 'numbers' in people in order to prove that somehow we have arrived 
at the heights of spirituality. We will not market our latest experience or encounter with God in an 
attempt to build our conference. Each time that we come to a crossroad where God is telling us to die 
to ourselves to have more of Him, we choose His way. God says to us "Pour Water On It!" What does 
that mean? Well, that word is coming forth in a day or so but let me give you a taste of what | mean. 
Please read this story carefully 


1 Kings 18:20-39 
20 Elijah's Mount Carmel Victory 


So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on Mount Carmel. 21 
And Elijah came to all the people, and said, "How long will you falter between two opinions? If the 
LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people answered him not a word. 22 Then 
Elijah said to the people, "I alone am left a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred 
and fifty men. 23 Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for themselves, cut 
it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and | will prepare the other bull, and lay it on 
the wood, but put no fire under it. 24 Then you call on the name of your gods, and | will call on the 
name of the LORD; and the God who answers by fire, He is God." So all the people answered and 
said, "It is well spoken." 


25 Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one bull for yourselves and prepare it first, for you 
are many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under it." 26 So they took the bull which 
was given them, and they prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, 
saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But there was no voice; no one answered. Then they leaped about the altar 
which they had made. 


27 And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is 
meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened." 28 
So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood 
gushed out on them. 29 And when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of 
the evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention. 


30 Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come near to me." So all the people came near to him. And he 
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repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to 
the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, 
"Israel shall be your name." 


32 Then with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD; and he made a trench around the 
altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, 
and laid it on the wood, and said, "Fill four waterpots with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice and 
on the wood." 34 Then he said, "Do it a second time," and they did it a second time; and he said, "Do 
it a third time," and they did it a third time. 35 So the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled 
the trench with water. 


36 And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet 
came near and said, "LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are 
God in Israel and | am Your servant, and that | have done all these things at Your word. 37 Hear me, O 
LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the LORD God, and that You have turned 
their hearts back to You again." 


38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and 
the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 Now when all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces; and they said, "The LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!" 


NKJV 


Like Elijah of old, every time that we encounter a ‘prophetic frenzy’ trying to pressure us to conform to 
the latest fad or trying to ignite a sense of competition in us to be bigger, better, more experience 
driven, etc. we simply POUR WATER ON IT. We challenge any good idea we have or are given and 
measure its simplicity and motive by the Spirit. We, like Elijah, make it so impossible to accomplish 
anything unless it is God, we simply let it go. We often choose the hard way, the narrow path of His 
glory and may we always do so. Unless God shows up to ignite this ministry and break through, it 
simply will not work. It is all God or not God. 


We refuse to get involved with any fleshly endeavors or agendas that steal God's glory and dilute our 
commitment to Christ. He is enough and He is able and He will do it. 


Philippians 1:6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; NKJV 


When people see us and the fire of God hits Rivers of Eden, may they look upon our works and say 
"The Lord, He is God!" So for us we keep measuring our commitment to the narrow path by pouring 
water on every good idea that does not originate in His heart so that He may receive all glory, all 
honor, and all praise. Rivers of Eden is not a commodity that can be marketed or merchandized and 
we pray that each of you will choose to allow God to build your life and the destiny that He has called 
you to in these end-times. 


My thoughts for the day-more to come. 
In Christ, 
Debra & Marvin Westbrook 


http://www.riversofeden.com 
riversofeden1@yahoo.com 


Pour Water On It! 
Debra Westbrook 


September 13, 2007 
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God is requiring from each of us what seems so impossible and it is impossible, unless He comes 
through for each of us in His perfect way and His perfect timing. Often times Rivers of Eden is facing 
situations that would seemingly bring us into greater areas of ministry if we would only compromise a 
little rather than radically follow God on the narrow path that He is leading this ministry and many 
others in these days. Please read this portion of Scripture. 


1 Kings 18:20-39 
20 Elijah's Mount Carmel Victory 


So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on Mount Carmel. 21 
And Elijah came to all the people, and said, "How long will you falter between two opinions? If the 
LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people answered him not a word. 22 Then 
Elijah said to the people, "I alone am left a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred 
and fifty men. 23 Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for themselves, cut 
it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and | will prepare the other bull, and lay it on 
the wood, but put no fire under it. 24 Then you call on the name of your gods, and | will call on the 
name of the LORD; and the God who answers by fire, He is God. "So all the people answered and 
said, "It is well spoken." 


25 Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one bull for yourselves and prepare it first, for you 
are many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under it." 


26 So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and called on the name of Baal 
from morning even till noon, saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But there was no voice; no one answered. Then 
they leaped about the altar which they had made. 


27 And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is 
meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened." 28 
So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood 
gushed out on them. 29 And when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of 
the evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention. 


30 Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come near to me." So all the people came near to him. And he 
repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to 
the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, 
"Israel shall be your name." 32 Then with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD; and he 
made a trench around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in 
order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood, and said, "Fill four waterpots with water, and pour 
it on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood." 34 Then he said, "Do it a second time," and they did ita 
second time; and he said, "Do it a third time," and they did it a third time. 35 So the water ran all 
around the altar; and he also filled the trench with water. 


36 And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet 
came near and said, "LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are 
God in Israel and | am Your servant, and that | have done all these things at Your word. 37 Hear me, O 
LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the LORD God, and that You have turned 
their hearts back to You again." 


38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and 
the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 Now when all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces; and they said,"The LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!" NKJV 


Elijah was faced with what appeared to be a prophetic frenzy of false prophets. When faced with what 
he saw, he looked around and saw nothing but fleshly momentum. (If you look around today, you often 
times see the same thing at times fueling the prophetic.) Elijah observed carefully and saw 
performance that was fueled by the flesh and not God. And still Elijah just watched for awhile with a 
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purity of purpose that would soon turn into the simplicity of divine action. 


While these so-called prophets performed, Elijah finally could take no more. Rather than coming down 
to their level, he obeyed the instruction of God to do something radically and remarkably contrary to 
that which was going on around him. He looked with spiritual eyes and truly knew that there is a great 
God who directs our circumstances onto a narrow path of obedience if we will but listen to His 
direction. He fights our battles on His terms and gives us the victory when we simply obey. Elijah 
stepped out in the simplicity of His voice, denying any inner promptings to do things his way or go the 
easiest way of His flesh to prove anything. When faced with an impossible no-win situation, God told 
Elijah to "Pour Water on It!" Not just a little water but a lot of water that unless God came through, it 
would fail to produce any eternal benefit or give any glory to God. 


There are some points that truly ministered to me as | read this portion of Scripture. Perhaps they may 
seem obscure to you, but they were life to me. | often times felt compelled while in warfare against the 
enemy and fighting my own flesh to compromise my stand in Christ for what seemed to be easy to my 
flesh. For this ministry, that could mean advertising more or hyping products or even networking our 
name so that people would take notice of us. But | could not. | simply could not. That meant we are 
following a narrow path that is finely suited to kill our flesh so that we may rise in the Spirit and that this 
ministry would bring glory to the King. 


Each time Marvin and | would face a decision to move the ministry into a direction that was placed 
before us and seemingly bow to a prophetic frenzy of conferences, products, or subscribing to every 
email list to hear the current word of the Lord, we would always take it before the Lord in prayer. Our 
flesh could easily try to convince us to take the easy way because our flesh likes to be comfortable. So 
as God was purifying the deep motives of even why we were doing the things we were doing, we 
would die to ourselves so that we would follow only His way. We would consistently hear the Lord 
speak these words to us. "Pour Water on It!" This was not particularly what | wanted to hear because 
instead of bringing us nearer to OUR goal of what we felt this ministry should look like, God took us 
farther away from OUR goal and brought us closer to His heart for us. Taking us into His heart and 
seeing with His eyes, we realized that He was purging us of everything that would compete for His 
glory. What seemed GOOD was most of the time not GOD and so we pressed on and are pressing 
on to what is excellent. 


| am trusting God, like so many of you, to cut an excellent path for us in His glory in the midst of a 
church of mediocrity that settles for so far less than what God has for them because the price is too 
high for them to pay. It is death to anything and everything that is not of the Spirit and brings glory to 
God. 


By pouring water on our good ideas, God is purging us of our ideas and giving us His strategy and 
direction. Most of the time, this runs contrary to our own way and into the great unknown, being led 
only by His Spirit. We are learning to wait on Him for all things and by pouring water on our ideas, it 
becomes impossible to achieve anything without God. There is a deep trust that is growing in us that 
our God is able and knows the path that we take in our lives for this ministry. We also feel that we are 
being prepared to carry His glory throughout the nations in the coming days of His glorious church 
rising out of hiddenness and obscurity into the light of His presence. 


In the stillness of His presence, unknown to man but known by God, we wait on God. In this place, He 
renews us for the battle that surrounds us and gives us courage to fight. Every idea that He initiates 
brings forth life and light for our lives and ministry. Every direction He takes us, He protects us under 
the shadow of His wings. It is all because we are choosing to allow Him to cut away the inner motives 
and promptings of our hearts that take us away from the excellence of His purpose. 


And we have found something out in the process - He is enough and it is all worth it. May you blessed 
to pour water on each good idea that comes your way so that the excellency of Christ rises up in you, 
forsaking the flesh and any ease, comfort or complacency to press on to the upward call in Christ 
Jesus. | feel so deep in my spirit that it is a good day to be in the kingdom. 
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In Christ, 

Debra & Marvin Westbrook 
http://www.riversofeden.com 
riversofeden1@yahoo.com 


It Is So Simple! 
Debra Westbrook 


August 8, 2007 

Last Friday, Marvin and | visited a church in Dubai. The pastor was gracious to allow us to minister 
prophetically to the people as God began to show us some things about the church as we sat during 
the meeting that evening. At the end of the meeting, a young girl came up to me as | was walking out 
the door. She expressed to me her frustration at not being able to 'see' in the Spirit as the Lord has 
promised her. She asked me if | would pray for her so | laid hands on her eyes and said a simple 
prayer focusing on the reality of Christ Jesus to accomplish ALL that He said He would do in these 
days. | did not plead, beg or shout. | simply, in a quiet tone, asked the Lord to open her eyes. No fan 
fare, no hype but a simple reliance in the One who holds our lives in His hands that He may awaken 
something in this young girl. It is so simple sometimes that we forget that it is all Him. So often in 
ministry, reliance will come on our technique, procedure, what we read in a book or see ina 
conference and it is none of these. It is simply God working through us by His Spirit. It is all Him and 
none of me. That is why God anoints any of us at any time to accomplish His purpose. 


| simply trust that the Lord touched her spiritual eyes that evening and she is able to receive visions, 
greater spiritual sight and discernment, along with a greater illumination by the Spirit of God. | began 
to think of the past several years as we have been ministering in the Spirit. This scenario seems to be 
a consistent part of our ministry where people ask for an impartation by the Spirit to lay hands on them 
for spiritual eyes to be opened or spiritual ears to be loosed in the name of Jesus. It seems that 
oftentimes, we are called upon to activate people's spiritual senses. How do we do this? Well, there is 
NOTHING in us to do this and that is the exact reason | am writing this email. 


| am crying out for this faith in me to grow stronger and stronger by the day. But, it is not my faith but 
faith in the Son of God to accomplish through me, by the Spirit, what | simply have no power to do in 
and of myself. There is NOTHING resident in me to accomplish great or mighty things in God. He is in 
me by the power of the Spirit and it is exactly that in which | rely upon to walk in the supernatural. | see 
what He sees. | hear what He hears. | simply obey by leaning into Him and moving out in the Spirit. 
Why have we made it so complicated? | am so tired of the latest prophetic hype at times or the 
newest CD or the latest conference to simply tell me what | should already know. Christ is in me, the 
hope of glory. | am slow to learn this as over the years God has been weaning me from any 
dependence on what comes across the internet as the latest 'new thing’ or the CD that | must buy or 
the conference that | have to attend to move ahead by the Spirit. He is enough. He is enough. 


So why am | writing this? | am suddenly realizing with a greater revelation, after so many years being a 
Christian, that there is NOTHING in me to accomplish anything. He is in me and that is all | need. 
Perhaps many of you have realized this much sooner than | and | congratulate you on that but it seems 
that with my strong will | must fail many times before | am able to finally SEE and HEAR all that God 
desires me to know. 


We impart that to which we die to in any given moment. The deader we are - is that a word? Well, the 
deader we are the greater the impartation. Years ago, | would minister in front of people with my eyes 
on God and my eyes on the people, looking for some kind of sign that they have received or ‘got 
something’. | don't do that anymore and don't want to do that anymore. You see most of the 
testimonies that we get back from people simply show us that God is working through us and nothing 
of ourselves is involved but simple obedience to do what He says when He says to do it. He has 
qualified all of us to move by His Spirit. 


We simply pull up on the faith that is in Him. We focus and believe in the many facets of the character 
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of Christ Jesus that are available to us by the Spirit's revelation in the moment. He is our peace, our 
hope, our healer, our deliverer and | can go on and on but it is all in Him. He is everything we need at 
any given moment to give out to those to whom we minister at any given time. There is no formula for 
anything - the only precedent we have is a clear trust and faith in the accomplished work of the Son of 
God who lives in us and promises that we, ourselves would do the greater works. 


So what is my point? Many time people come back to us after we pray for them and say that their 
spiritual eyes are opened or their ears are loosed or they are activated to prophesy with greater faith. 
Yet when we look back as to how we prayed for them to activate this in their lives, we realize that we 
are not relying on elaborate prayers to work up any agenda that abides in us. We are not relying on 
what we have read in a good book or even tried to emulate another minister that perhaps we have 
seen at a conference. No, my friends, it is so much easier than that. It is simply Jesus! 


He is all in all. When we pray for people, we simply focus on Him and all that God is - healer, deliverer, 
peace, hope, trust, confidence and the list goes on and one. So many times we simply speak the 
name and the request is granted to us to activate that in another person. It is that simple. He is that 
simple. 


So stop looking outside yourself and look at who is resident in you - Jesus Christ! Live in the moment 
with humility and submission to the Spirit of God who governs and leads your life in the direction that 

He has called you to go and the path that He is calling you to walk. Your best days are right in front of 
you. Whatever He says to do - do it! 


In Christ, 
Debra & Marvin Westbrook 
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Judas Under the Anointing 


Chris Anderson 


And He called the Twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal 
diseases. And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God, and to perform healing. Mt. 9:1-2 
Have not | chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil? Jn. 6:70 


December 12, 2006 The importance of the Judas factor in Jesus’ ministry cannot be overstated. The 
corporate ministry of the Lord surrounded by the Twelve serves as a prophetic microcosm of what 
was to characterize the reality of ministry under the anointing throughout the ensuing church age. The 
role of Judas under that anointing is extremely instructive in today's Spirit saturated atmosphere. 


Judas, as one of the Twelve, ministered under the same anointing under which Jesus ministered. In 
fact Jesus gave His anointing to him! And frankly, it just doesn't get any more anointed than when 
you're with the Son of God. In the course of their ministry, no one ever looked around and said, "How 
come Judas isn't performing miracles?" His intrinsically impure heart had no bearing on Judas’ ability 
to live and function in the Presence of God. So invisible was his true nature that, in spite of the Lord's 
repeated comments about a traitor in the midst, it was not until the very end that Judas was exposed 
for the son of perdition that he was. Even as late as the Last Supper, the disciples could not tell that 
their "brother" Judas was the traitor. 


The Anointing: Support System for a Message 


The Judas factor teaches us worlds about the anointing and the Presence of God-both what the 
anointing establishes and what it cannot. The anointing is given as a support system for projecting a 
message that brings forth an end product. The anointing does not function on its own by itself as a 
testimony to itself. It supports a message. The specific message the anointing is sent to support is the 
message of Yeshua and His cross. It is given as a witness to that truth. 


The anointing was never meant to be ministered-nor the Presence of God experienced-apart from the 
truth of the cross. But, as Judas shows us, the anointing is quite able to be so ministered apart from 
its true function as a witness to the truth. 


Removing the truth from the anointing (which occurs when the anointing is diverted to witness to itself) 
leaves room for a false "truth" to take its place, ie, a lie. Like an electron in search of a proton, the 
anointing cannot abide alone. By design it must support a message, a seed. And if it is separated 
from the message of the gospel and of the cross, it will then automatically support a false message, 
corrupting to become a lying sign and wonder. 


The anointing is to the truth very much like what the egg white is to the yoke of an egg. The yoke 
harbors the seed of identity of the chick to be. The egg white is a watery plasma that houses that yoke 
until the two, working together, bring forth the one new life. Even so the anointing is the Spirit womb 
that houses the truth seed-identity of the children of God. It works together with that seed to bring forth 
our eventual birth into immortality. 


But the seed-before it is fully consummated-can be removed ("fall away") and actually be replaced 
with the seed of another: one who is like, but not the same as the Son of God. It can be replaced by 
the seed of Judas. As increasingly powerful as the corporate anointing of God is becoming in the 
earth, His Presence alone says utterly nothing about the state of heart of those enveloped under its 
cloud here below. The power of the Presence does not prove the nature of the seed that abides within 
its envelope. God sees into every heart beneath the anointing, under the Presence. He knows every 
thought of every heart. He is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Behind every raised 
hand and bent knee, He knows those who are living out the crucified life, and those who are not. He 
sees every devoted heart surrendered to Him, and every heart with one eye locked on the girl in the 
next row. 


Power of Imagery Vs. Reality 
The imagery associated with today's corporate gatherings conveys very powerful portraits of a people 


practicing the presence of God-whether through print, or film, or CD, or DVD or website. The images 
of worship are everywhere. Images, images, images-glossy, slick, airbrushed. But images are yet 
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only images, and portraits are only portraits. The Lord knows the hearts of all men, and discerns 
between the polished anointed picture which will pass away and the inner eternal reality. 


As wonderful and powerful as the anointing is today and ever increasing, it is still falling upon mortals 
who live under a veil separated from the Reality for which they are being prepared. Our worship and 
our gatherings now are designed to prepare us for the final transcendent Reality-as "beauty 
treatments" ahead of meeting our King. But there is no guarantee that they are or will so prepare us. 
They can lead to themselves. We can bask in the pleasure of "experiencing God" purely for the sake 
of the experience. We can become enamored of the image of our own anointed gatherings. We can 
become idolaters of our anointed gatherings and of the powerful images at our disposal for projecting 
them to others. Yet underneath it all, we may not have the seed of new birth in us at all, but be 
harbingers of the Judas seed, whose ultimate desire is to prostitute the Presence through the power 
of image to establish the Lord's glory on the terms of this world. 


The Coming Dividing Cataclysm 


Between the image and the nearing Reality of immortal, incorruptible trans-veil worship is a great 
cataclysm at hand. A great separation is soon to take place. As the Lord said, "One shall be taken, 
the other left." It's important to know that this separation will not only occur in the field and at the mill. It 
will occur within the very anointed house of God itself. In the very midst of prophetic gatherings, 
worship conferences and "houses of prayer," those of the cross who have come to full term in the 
anointing's womb will be translated into the Reality their earthly worship has ever only pointed to. 
Those who never knew the truth but made a fair show of the anointing will be exposed as Judas was 
finally exposed. There will be nothing to prove any more. 


At that point, the power of the anointing upon mortal worship will be removed and the mirages 
attached to it. The anointing will be rendered rancid, even as manna that has passed its shelf life. The 
power of the images to sustain God's people built on the anointing will collapse. It will seem that 
everything has come to nothing. The gatherings will be scattered. The Christian Cities will implode. 
The debris of thousands of Christian "theater houses" will be everywhere. The grace of God which has 
sustained humanity and allowed it to bask in the perceived sense of its own goodness will be 
withdrawn. The beast will turn on the harlot, and Judas will hang himself. 


But before this the anointed Judas will come to the fore. As men are tried under the Presence and 
become ever more enamored of the images associated with their own worship and gatherings, the 
Usurping Replacer of the true Seed and pretender to the Sonship throne will take his place in the 
glorious temple, encompassed by his corporate harlot, who having herself abandoned the cross long 
ago in favor of purely experiential (read, "sensual") relationship with God will appear in all her 
exquisite beauty-arrayed in her royal kingdom garb and her bejeweled gifts of the Spirit. 


But in the cataclysm, both she and the son of perdition will be exposed for their truthless sham. Then 
the veil will be removed. And the worshippers in Spirit and in truth will appear with our Lord-a seed 
without guile masked by anointing. 

The moral? Don't be swayed by the beauty. Don't be deceived by the images. Ask yourself, "What is 
the message?" "| desire to know nothing among you but Christ Jesus, and him crucified." This is 
tonight's message from the Spirit. 


Chris Anderson 


www.firstloveministry.com <htto://www.firstloveministry.com/> 
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Just Where Did She Get Those Jewels 


Chris Anderson 
Rhode Island USA 


Repost 


Plus 
Response From Gordon MacCarthy 


http:/Awww.etpv.org/2007/jwdshe.html 


Grasping the Modern Phenomenon of Holy Spiritual Harlotry 
December 6, 2006 


Rev. 17:1 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, | will show 
you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. 2 With her the kings of the earth 
committed adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries." 4 
The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and 
pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 
6 — When | saw her, | was greatly astonished. 


Have you ever felt “astonished” as John was astonished? Does the following scenario sound familiar 
to you— 


You are in a huge convention of intercessory prophetic believers absolutely saturated with the 
Presence of the Holy Spirit. The worship draws you in. The preaching seems powerful. The gifts of the 
Spirit are flowing freely. People are being touched. Prophecies abound. 


But yet, as you listen and seek to enter in, you are strangely untouched. Something is not right, but you 
don’t know what it is. As you listen to the message and the prophecies, you start paying attention to 
what you do not hear as well as to what you do hear. You notice that you do not hear the message of 
the gospel. You do not hear about the cross, either about its power to save you from the penalty of sin, 
or its power to save your soul from its remaining force in you. You do not hear any type of challenge to 
sacrificial discipleship and obedience—about laying down your present life to gain the next life. Nor 
do you hear a significantly expository message that opens up the scriptures to your inner man. 


Instead, you start noticing more closely what you do hear. You hear about the world. Specifically, you 
hear about God’s desire and passion for the world. You hear about how God wants to “touch the 
world.” (Everything is “global.”) He wants the world to have what He has given you—with all your 
blessings. He wants to use you and your gifts to “change the world” to make it a better place to live. 
Someone rises to prophesy how the Lord wants to “bless” the government, “bless” the city, and bring 
“reformation” to the culture. Another prophecy invokes the anointing on the president / prime minister, 
then the governor / premier. Then, from the back of the room, a wail of intercession surfaces calling to 
remembrance the nation’s historic “godly heritage.” 


This leads to a break out of prayer for significant humanitarian projects—like world disaster 
relief—with which the church may partner. Finally, an earnest appeal for donations comes forth 
(nothing crass, but just as you are “led of the Spirit”) for world relief, then for a great mega project 
(perhaps the new multi-million dollar “intercession and healing complex” to be built across town) or 
perhaps to wage war over significant political legislation on the horizon—all to give wings to 
everything that has just been preached, prophesied and interceded for the last hour or two. 


The meeting ends. And you do not know what to think. “Astonished” is the only word to describe what 
you have seen. The Holy Spirit was there. No question about it. Yet nothing about anything you heard 
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resembles the truth by which you first came to know the Lord, nor by which you continue to pursue Him 
in the secret place, nor by which your hope in a future glorified inheritance is founded. How can this 
be? 


The Woman and Her Jewels 


Be astonished no more. What you have just witnessed is the prostitution of the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit upon the world and its systems. You have encountered an exercise in Holy Spiritual 
Harlotry. You have met Mystery Babylon. 


John’s vision of Mystery Babylon—especially her jewels—is the key to understanding this experience. 
But it requires some Old Testament help. Read carefully this passage from Ezekiel 16. And again, 
pay attention to the jewels: 


16:8 "Later | [the Lord] passed by, and when | looked at you and saw that you were old enough for 
love, | spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness. | gave you my solemn 
oath and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Sovereign Lord, and you became mine. 9 "I 
bathed you with water and washed the blood from you and put ointments on you. 10 | clothed you with 
an embroidered dress and put leather sandals on you. | dressed you in fine linen and covered you with 
costly garments. 11 | adorned you with jewelry: | put bracelets on your arms and a necklace around 
your neck, 12 and | put a ring on your nose, earrings on your ears and a beautiful crown on your head. 
13 So you were adorned with gold and silver; your clothes were of fine linen and costly fabric and 
embroidered cloth. Your food was fine flour, honey and olive oil. You became very beautiful and rose 
to be a queen. 14 And your fame spread among the nations on account of your beauty, because the 
splendor | had given you made your beauty perfect, declares the Sovereign Lord. 15 "But you trusted 
in your beauty and used your fame to become a prostitute. You lavished your favors on anyone who 
passed by and your beauty became his. 16 You took some of your garments to make gaudy high 
places, where you carried on your prostitution. Such things should not happen, nor should they ever 
occur. 17 You also took the fine jewelry | gave you, the jewelry made of my gold and silver, and you 
made for yourself male idols and engaged in prostitution with them. 18 And you took your 
embroidered clothes to put on them, and you offered my oil and incense before them. 19 Also the 
food | provided for you--the fine flour, olive oil and honey | gave you to eat—you offered as fragrant 
incense before them. That is what happened, declares the Sovereign Lord. 


Taken alone, John’s vision of Mystery Babylon gives us only a general picture of church age spiritual 
prostitution. As such, the harlot he portrays is aloof to us—someone associated more with historic 
church-state systems with which we have never identified. But when tied to Ezekiel’s vision, John’s 
harlot suddenly comes alive with immediate relevance to today’s prophetic believers. Ezekiel’s harlot 
is personally addressed by the Lord in terms of passionate lavishment! (Hello? Are the bells starting 
to go off? Wake up! Does the word passion mean anything to you in today’s prophetic context?) 


The comparisons of John’s and Ezekiel’s visions are remarkable. That's because they are describing 
the same woman. In other words, Mystery Babylon in Revelation represents an end time church who 
has been loved by the Lord and has been bedecked by the marks of His passionate desire for her. 
(Ezekiel’s description is not far removed from that of the Song of Solomon.) 


But now pay special attention to the jewels—the ornaments, bracelets and precious stones. Both John 
and Ezekiel take pains to describe the harlot’s clothing and jewelry. In John’s vision alone, those 
jewels mean little to us. We think of them as the world’s wealth, which the state church has acquired 
from governments over centuries. True enough in its own right. 


But guess again! Tied to Ezekiel’s vision, we see that Mystery Babylon’s end time jewels are those of 
the Lord’s own gifts to her. Get that word gifts. Gifts from God, | tell you. (Where have you heard that 
word the last 40 years?) Immediately, the tie between this picture of Mystery Babylon and the New 
Testament teaching on the gifts of the Spirit comes into force. 


| Cor.12:1 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not want you to be ignorant. 4 There are different 
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kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives 
them to each one, just as he determines. Eph. 4:8 This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he 
led captives in his train and gave gifts to men." 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to 
be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 —to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ. 


We now see that the jewels belonging to Mystery Babylon are nothing less or else than the gifts, 
powers and anointings of the Holy Spirit bestowed on her personally by the Lord Himself, but which 
she has prostituted with the kings of the earth. 


This is what astonished John! And this realization is the key to resolving our own astonishment, 
amazement, bewilderment with this modern polluted yet truly Spirit-saturated church. It is the key to 
unraveling the mystery behind Mystery Babylon and the phenomenon of Holy Spiritual Prostitution in 
the culture prophetic movement. 


The Purpose Versus the Prostitution 


Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit to the church in John 14-16 was a betrothal promise. He was 
promising us His Spirit jewels as an engagement gift until He would return for us in marriage. Paul 
tells us what the purpose of these jewels was. Jesus gave the Holy Spirit for the building up of the 
Body of Christ to her perfecting in Christ—even as a man cherishes his wife. In our limited 
understanding, we have believed in the inviolable sanctity of these gifts and the incorruptibility of the 
Holy Spirits presence among us. 


But once understood prophetically, we see that this understanding is wrong and has always been 
wrong. The truth is that the gifts, anointing and very Presence of the Holy Spirit Almighty in the church 
are corruptible and prostitutable! Ezekiel’s vision is what explains this to us. 


In Ezekiel, the Lord charges Israel (thus today’s spiritual Israel), with having prostituted His gifts by 
lavishing them on the world—on all the kings of the earth, and on “anyone who passed by.” Ezekiel’s is 
an absolutely outstanding descriptive prediction of the prostitution of the Holy Spirit Himself by the end 
time Spirit-baptized church (manifest in our generation as the combined prophetic-intercessory- 
worship movement) by its “lavishing” of God’s anointed Presence on the financial and political 
systems of the world. 


The Spirit-baptized prophetic church has abandoned the gospel and replaced it with appropriating the 
Holy Spirit to the sanctifying of fallen human systems. If you listen to most prophecy and intercession 
today, it is “lavished” on salvaging the world’s cultures with their failed ways of government, finance, 
education and you-name-it. (| will never ever forget the day in March 1988 when | listened to an entire 
South Carolina mega-church with one accord try to “prophesy” Pat Robertson into the U.S. 
presidency. Believe me. | was astonished!) 


All of this harlotry is conducted in the name of “advancing the kingdom.” Does this mean anything? 
Please take a closer look at the harlot’s attire. Notice that Mystery Babylon is attired in scarlet and 
purple. Note that color, purple. It is the color of royalty. It is the color of the kingdom. This is none other 
than a portrayal of the end time prophetic church’s attempt to assign spiritual royalty to the world’s 
systems in the name of “advancing the kingdom.” You already know this. It is everywhere—spewing 
from the mouths of even the most well-respected and beloved prophetic teachers in our community. 


Conclusion 


Time fails me to identify the spiritual significance of every other prostituted detail in John’s and 
Ezekiel’s visions (try the incense, oil and wine on for size!) | will leave that to others. The main point to 
grasp today is that the Holy Spirits presence and power is entirely “prostitutable” by the church and 
this “prostitutability” of the Spirit is the key to understanding the Mystery Babylon among which we are 
dwelling. It provides the meat behind the Lord’s scant reference to denying knowing those who 
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“prophesy, cast out demons and do many wonderful works [for the world, of course] in His name” (Mt. 
7:22-23). 


But | close by exhorting you to use discernment, not to react! Many whose spirits sense this 
prostitution (though they can’t define it) have reacted by rejecting and denying the Spirit's movement 
in the church today altogether. They reject His amazing powers of worship, prophecy and intercession 
given for our final perfecting and ripening as the Lord’s return nears. They fail to enter in and would 
even discourage others because of the “risk” of prostitution. 


Such reaction however is foolhardy. It is like a future bride saying to her fiancée, “No, | can’t accept 
your ring because | might be unfaithful with it, as almost everyone else seems to be.” What an insult to 
our gracious Lord! Don’t fall for it, as so many wilderness camps have. The Lord won't accept that, 
any more than he accepted the one who “buried” the gifted talent. (He'll be just as angry with you for 
rejecting His Gift as for prostituting it!) 


Do rather “ask, seek, knock” for every good gift that comes from our Father above as a token of His 
Son's betrothal of us. Press into Him as far as possible for all the presence and power of the Spirit 
available to us. Do so as corporately as possible. But walk with a guarded heart. Protect the sanctity 
of the Lord’s corporate presence and manifestation knowing you can prostitute Him. Refuse to be 
bought into lavishing your anointing on the world instead of the Body of Christ. Stand on the gospel. 
Stand on the word of the apostles. Walk with others as far as you can before a stench of prostitution 
becomes uncorrectably overwhelming. Then get out! But never give up on embracing all the Spirit of 
the Bridegroom has for us—and doing so together. 


Let's be faithful as we trust Him to safely guide us through this astonishing labyrinth. 


Chris Anderson 


Response to Chris Anderson 
Just Where Did She Get Those Jewels 
Gordon MacCarthy 


1 January 2007 
Hi Chris, 


That was real Throne Room revelation and | am forever humble in the Lord's great mercy for using you 
to release that fresh understanding of an old revelation. Yes, | too have sensed that "untouchedness" 
in my spirit during conferences, thinking it was me not flowing in the anointing. | am also in humble 
gratitude to the Lord for providing Storm Harvest as an extremely relevant prophetic media connection 
allowing others the freedom to test the spirits rather than cover up truth in fear because it doesn't 
appear to fit the popular prophetic mould. 


Recently | have heard the prophetic words, "Babylon the Great has Fallen". The Lord used Kim 
Clement to release that publicly last December 8, 2006 in Portland, OR. The prophetic quote was, 
"The Spirit of God says, "Babylon the great has fallen, has fallen. Babylon the great has fallen, has 
fallen, no longer to influence or destroy My people." The context was not the same as your message 
but | was not getting anything in terms of the context within Kim's message. However, | am now getting 
something in terms of what the Lord used you to release regarding Mystery Babylon. | believe the 
word given to you is the truth that the Lord will use to set the captives free because Babylon the Great 
has fallen. 


Chris, | strongly encourage you to please pick up the fear of the Lord and allow Him to use you to give 
us the rest of the Word concerning the other aspects of understanding the mystery (the incense, oil, 
and wine). In Revelation 6 there is a key which can not be understood accept with the revelation the 
Lord has given you. It reads... 
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And | heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, "A quart of 
wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!" 
(Rev 6:6 ESV) 


For years the Lord has drawn that verse to my attention and said, "Son, tell me what is the oil and the 
wine?" At the time | thought it was just the anointing and the infilling of the Holy Spirit, but that is not the 
whole context. The context is, do not harm the oil and the wine. In light of your sharing | believe this 
may be speaking of correction such that the anointing and infilling should not be corrupted. But that is 
up to the prophetic discernment by others. There is also something about the corn, the wine, and the 
oil from which the tithe (tenth) was taken that has great significance in all this. 


We need to read Revelation 18. Here are the first eight verses. 


"After this | saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was 
made bright with his glory. And he called out with a mighty voice, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every 
unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. For all nations have drunk the wine of 
the passion of her sexual immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, 
and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living." Then | heard 
another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you 
share in her plagues; for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her 
iniquities. Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix 
a double portion for her in the cup she mixed. As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a 
like measure of torment and mourning, since in her heart she says, 'I sit as a queen, | am no widow, 
and mourning | shall never see.’ For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and 
mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged 
her." (Rev. 18:1-8 ESV) 


He has given you the anointing for that and | believe it is vital in order to completely sever the head of 
the strongman of Babylon. Don't allow the head to remain on the torso like in the picture of Saddam in 
his death shroud. Do like David did and take the strongman's sword (the evidence of his lies) in order 
to remove the head completely from the giant, clean off from the shoulders (authority rests on the 
shoulders). Take that Goliath sword the Lord has given you and swing that thing with all your God 
given might in the Lord for Babylon the Great has fallen. 


Also, there is some history to Babylon prophetically that needs to be understood. First of all the strong 
man of Babylon, represented by Saddam Hussein, was executed very suddenly (in one day) just 
before the turn of the year. This, | believe, was a sign that Babylon the Great has fallen. | believe it is 
very significant. Also, the method used to take down the strong man was by hanging! The strong man 
of Babylon has come to the end of his rope, so to speak. At the end of the rope was a great "YANK" (I 
believe there is prophetic meaning in that as well) that snapped the neck of the strong man and 
destroyed his head. Saddam's hanging was very accelerated. 


Historically, Babylon is the place of dispersion and confusion. The record reads, 


Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us 
make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth." And the LORD 
came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. And the LORD said, 
"Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what 
they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go 
down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another's speech." So 
the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 
Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. 
And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth. (Gen 11:4-9 ESV) 


The picture of the above account of Babel's (Babylonia) history appears strangely similar to today's 
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Mystery Babylon as you described. The lesson learned is that the Lord is faithful to come down and 
confuse us from our harlotries so that we know not what we do, neither does the left hand know what 
the right hand is doing. This was how the crucifixion of Christ was accomplished because Jesus said 
to the Father, "Forgive them for they know not what they do." God is in control but he will not control the 
vanity of our imaginations. Yet, he will confuse our vanities so that we can not pursue them. He also 
provides a way for us to escape with stammering tongues wherein we know not what we say in the 
natural. 


As we stand amazed holding our breath in sheer astonishment we begin to realize the very source of 
our very next breath. The understanding of 'Not a leaf falls without God's knowledge’ starts to become 
our reality while 'The fear of the Lord’ starts to become our wisdom. 


Blessings and Love in Christ, 
Gordon MacCarthy 


Judas Under the Anointing 
Chris Anderson 


Repost 


And He called the Twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal 
diseases. And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God, and to perform healing. Mt. 9:1-2 
Have not | chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil? Jn. 6:70 


December 12, 2006 The importance of the Judas factor in Jesus' ministry cannot be overstated. The 
corporate ministry of the Lord surrounded by the Twelve serves as a prophetic microcosm of what 
was to characterize the reality of ministry under the anointing throughout the ensuing church age. The 
role of Judas under that anointing is extremely instructive in today's Spirit saturated atmosphere. 


Judas, as one of the Twelve, ministered under the same anointing under which Jesus ministered. In 
fact Jesus gave His anointing to him! And frankly, it just doesn't get any more anointed than when 
you're with the Son of God. In the course of their ministry, no one ever looked around and said, "How 
come Judas isn't performing miracles?" His intrinsically impure heart had no bearing on Judas’ ability 
to live and function in the Presence of God. So invisible was his true nature that, in spite of the Lord's 
repeated comments about a traitor in the midst, it was not until the very end that Judas was exposed 
for the son of perdition that he was. Even as late as the Last Supper, the disciples could not tell that 
their "brother" Judas was the traitor. 


The Anointing: Support System for a Message 


The Judas factor teaches us worlds about the anointing and the Presence of God-both what the 
anointing establishes and what it cannot. The anointing is given as a support system for projecting a 
message that brings forth an end product. The anointing does not function on its own by itself as a 
testimony to itself. It supports a message. The specific message the anointing is sent to support is the 
message of Yeshua and His cross. It is given as a witness to that truth. 


The anointing was never meant to be ministered-nor the Presence of God experienced-apart from the 
truth of the cross. But, as Judas shows us, the anointing is quite able to be so ministered apart from 
its true function as a witness to the truth. 


Removing the truth from the anointing (which occurs when the anointing is diverted to witness to itself) 
leaves room for a false "truth" to take its place, ie, a lie. Like an electron in search of a proton, the 
anointing cannot abide alone. By design it must support a message, a seed. And if it is separated 
from the message of the gospel and of the cross, it will then automatically support a false message, 
corrupting to become a lying sign and wonder. 
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The anointing is to the truth very much like what the egg white is to the yoke of an egg. The yoke 
harbors the seed of identity of the chick to be. The egg white is a watery plasma that houses that yoke 
until the two, working together, bring forth the one new life. Even so the anointing is the Spirit womb 
that houses the truth seed-identity of the children of God. It works together with that seed to bring forth 
our eventual birth into immortality. 


But the seed-before it is fully consummated-can be removed ("fall away") and actually be replaced 
with the seed of another: one who is like, but not the same as the Son of God. It can be replaced by 
the seed of Judas. As increasingly powerful as the corporate anointing of God is becoming in the 
earth, His Presence alone says utterly nothing about the state of heart of those enveloped under its 
cloud here below. The power of the Presence does not prove the nature of the seed that abides within 
its envelope. God sees into every heart beneath the anointing, under the Presence. He knows every 
thought of every heart. He is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Behind every raised 
hand and bent knee, He knows those who are living out the crucified life, and those who are not. He 
sees every devoted heart surrendered to Him, and every heart with one eye locked on the girl in the 
next row. 


Power of Imagery Vs. Reality 


The imagery associated with today's corporate gatherings conveys very powerful portraits of a people 
practicing the presence of God-whether through print, or film, or CD, or DVD or website. The images 
of worship are everywhere. Images, images, images-glossy, slick, airorushed. But images are yet 
only images, and portraits are only portraits. The Lord knows the hearts of all men, and discerns 
between the polished anointed picture which will pass away and the inner eternal reality. 


As wonderful and powerful as the anointing is today and ever increasing, it is still falling upon mortals 
who live under a veil separated from the Reality for which they are being prepared. Our worship and 
our gatherings now are designed to prepare us for the final transcendent Reality-as "beauty 
treatments" ahead of meeting our King. But there is no guarantee that they are or will so prepare us. 
They can lead to themselves. We can bask in the pleasure of "experiencing God" purely for the sake 
of the experience. We can become enamored of the image of our own anointed gatherings. We can 
become idolaters of our anointed gatherings and of the powerful images at our disposal for projecting 
them to others. Yet underneath it all, we may not have the seed of new birth in us at all, but be 
harbingers of the Judas seed, whose ultimate desire is to prostitute the Presence through the power 
of image to establish the Lord's glory on the terms of this world. 


The Coming Dividing Cataclysm 


Between the image and the nearing Reality of immortal, incorruptible trans-veil worship is a great 
cataclysm at hand. A great separation is soon to take place. As the Lord said, "One shall be taken, 
the other left." It's important to know that this separation will not only occur in the field and at the mill. It 
will occur within the very anointed house of God itself. In the very midst of prophetic gatherings, 
worship conferences and "houses of prayer,” those of the cross who have come to full term in the 
anointing's womb will be translated into the Reality their earthly worship has ever only pointed to. 
Those who never knew the truth but made a fair show of the anointing will be exposed as Judas was 
finally exposed. There will be nothing to prove any more. 


At that point, the power of the anointing upon mortal worship will be removed and the mirages 
attached to it. The anointing will be rendered rancid, even as manna that has passed its shelf life. The 
power of the images to sustain God's people built on the anointing will collapse. It will seem that 
everything has come to nothing. The gatherings will be scattered. The Christian Cities will implode. 
The debris of thousands of Christian "theater houses" will be everywhere. The grace of God which has 
sustained humanity and allowed it to bask in the perceived sense of its own goodness will be 
withdrawn. The beast will turn on the harlot, and Judas will hang himself. 


But before this the anointed Judas will come to the fore. As men are tried under the Presence and 
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become ever more enamored of the images associated with their own worship and gatherings, the 
Usurping Replacer of the true Seed and pretender to the Sonship throne will take his place in the 
glorious temple, encompassed by his corporate harlot, who having herself abandoned the cross long 
ago in favor of purely experiential (read, "sensual") relationship with God will appear in all her 
exquisite beauty-arrayed in her royal kingdom garb and her bejeweled gifts of the Spirit. 


But in the cataclysm, both she and the son of perdition will be exposed for their truthless sham. Then 
the veil will be removed. And the worshippers in Spirit and in truth will appear with our Lord-a seed 
without guile masked by anointing. 

The moral? Don't be swayed by the beauty. Don't be deceived by the images. Ask yourself, "What is 
the message?" "I desire to know nothing among you but Christ Jesus, and him crucified." This is 
tonight's message from the Spirit. 

Chris Anderson 


www.firstloveministry.com <http://www.firstloveministry.com/> 


The Fatal Spirit of Comparison 
Chris Anderson 


Repost 
The Achilles Heel of Prophetic Discipleship 


"Is it not lawful for me to do what | wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because | am 
generous?" Mt. 20:15 


May 28, 2006 


The only comparison allowed in the kingdom of God is comparison against oneself. The kingdom of 
God functions on an individualized system of justice and reward in which each member is tried on the 
merits of His own faithfulness and obedience to the Spirit of God against a Father-ordained potential. 
This is contrary to the earthly system which is built on a socialized standard of justice. In the socialized 
system, fairness is determined corporately rather than individually. Statements such as "It is only fair if 
it is fair for everybody" and "If | do it for you, | have to do it for everyone" are examples of the 
socialized standard of justice. In this system, rewards are meted out by objective standards to which 
all are subject, and comparisons are conducted to make sure it is so. 


But in the kingdom of God, fairness is determined on a basis of unique personal covenantal 
appointment between the Lord and each of His followers. In this system, comparison of rewards and 
positions between and among members is illegal. This is taught by the parable of the vineyard 
workers (Mt. 20) and is repeatedly demonstrated through Christ's other lessons to the disciples. All 
positions in the kingdom of God are by appointment of the Father over the course of the generations 
and ages according to His sovereign placement of us in the time continuum (vineyard). We have 
nothing to say about these placements. We do not know how our placement in time affects what is 
possible to us in our final position in the kingdom. The only thing we can know is that we have a 
certain covenanted potential and it is our desire to fulfill that potential, no matter what "position" that 
potential has the capacity to be revealed as in the manifest kingdom. 


Over and over we are taught that our weighting and judgment by the Lord is to be on a unique 
individual basis of fulfilled personal obedience and achieved personal potential. That is the point of 
the parable of the talents (Mt. 25). It is the point of the Lord's word that "I will render to every one of you 
according to your works." And it is the point behind Paul's exhortations that "they who compare 
themselves with others are not wise" and none of us must "judge another man's servant." 
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Comparison and Competition Vs. Servanthood and Unity 


The spirit of comparison gives birth to spiritual competition with others. Spiritual competition is a form 
of envy. The spirit of competition within the disciplehood undercuts the other values that mark the 
kingdom and cripples ability to live by them and fulfill true Father-ordained potential. Specifically, 
competition is in direct opposition to servanthood and to unity. It is impossible to serve those with 
whom one is competing for kingdom position and relational favor in God's eyes. It is in turn impossible 
to maintain a spirit of unity with them. It is impossible to work together with those with whom we feel 
the need to prove something about the maturity of our spiritual knowledge or the advanced state of our 
walk with God in relation to those with whom we labor. 


Christ exemplified true servanthood and laid the ground work for true unity in the brotherhood. He was 
able to do this only by "making Himself of no reputation." In other words, He gave up all claim to 
comparative self image, which is what "reputation" is. He stuck to His own course and never left it to 
look at the course of others. To be sure, He had goals. A "joy" and a "crown" was set before Him to 
obtain. But He made no reputation within Himself based on that destiny, and never measured His 
destiny against that of another. 


But the disciples did not know how to do this. More than anything, the spirit of competition was behind 
their problems as a team. As the Lord's closest followers, their concept of "greatness" was rooted in 
their sense of fraternal comparison relative to Him. This is why they argued among themselves who 
should be "greatest in the kingdom" and continued to approach the Lord regarding their placement 
relative to Him in contrast with the others. Even after the resurrection, Peter still struggled, asking the 
Lord, "And what shall this man do?" 


But in the kingdom, greatness is not comparatively measured. Greatness does not mean "greater 
than so-and-so." To get this across, Jesus told the followers if they would be great, they must be 
servant to all. Get this. He is not saying that greatness is found through servanthood-as if to say, "if you 
want to be greater than the others, then serve them." He is saying, "True greatness-which is non- 
comparative-is proven by your ability to serve." Only the non-comparatively great have the grace to 
serve others and demonstrate agape unity. Serving does not "make us greater than those who do not 
serve." Rather, practicing servanthood proves we are being established in that personal self-standing 
non-comparative greatness measured only by the Father's evaluation of us. 


The Vineyard Workers and the Elder Brother 


Christ directly exposes the comparison spirit in the parable of the vineyard workers. Each worker is 
hired at a different time and bears a different measure of the day's labor. Yet each is paid the "same" 
wage. In the socialized justice system, this is obviously unfair and even illegal. Companies can be shut 
down for paying different wages for the same work. But in the individualized system, it is eminently fair 
and just. The master promises to pay "each" that "which is right." The wage is individually negotiated 
without respect to the wage negotiated with another, without regard to a corporate standard regarding 
the work load. But the comparison spirit in the early workers leads them to envy the later workers who 
are paid the "same" wage. In reality, they were not paid the "same" wage. The concept of "sameness" 
is irrelevant because there is no comparison in the individualized system of reward by which the word 
"same" applies. Each was simply paid "that" which "each" was "covenanted" with the master. That is 
the point of the parable. 


The Lord wants us to understand the individualized justice system of the kingdom. He especially 
wants Peter to understand this, as He has just come off telling Peter what Peter will receive as a result 
of having been faithful to follow him: "You who give up everything for me will receive all this." In telling 
Peter this, He does not want to stoke Peter's flames of comparative justice ["Good, we get all this. 
The rest of those faithless suckers get nothing!"] So the Lord immediately explains the non- 
comparative system of reward. 


The parable of the prodigal son also provides a striking example of the comparison spirit in the 
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disciple hearted. Like the early workers in the vineyard parable, the elder brother removes his eyes 
from His Father to compare his faithfulness with this returning prodigal brother. This produces envy 
and resentment in him. It also undercuts his otherwise stellar performance in service to His Father. 
Had he no sense of comparison, the elder brother would not have been offended at the feast thrown 
for his returned brother, but would have gladly participated in it with His Father and the rest of the 
servants. He would have realized his brother's return had no impact on his own standing with his 
Father. 


The Comparison Spirit and Prophetic Discipleship Today 


Comparison still remains the lurking pitfall to faithful discipleship. (Check out the prophetic internet 
and you'll understand what | mean.) Disciples are strivers for perfection, as we should be. But our 
"Achilles heel" is our equal but less recognized struggle with the poison of comparison with the 
"unfaithful" and our inability to put ourselves at their service. In discipleship circles, the comparison 
spirit is so rife that the word "church" itself has essentially become the spiritual equivalent of a "four 
letter word." Derogatory pronouncements about "the church-this" and "the church-that" abound, 
underneath which is that unspoken word, "but we, the faithful ones, the 'remnant’...are not like that." 


We are also dogged by our pursuit of "spiritual positions" of glory akin to the first disciples. Our 
endeavor to be part of the "Bride," or "the manifest sons" or the "144,000" or the "manchild" is in spirit 
oft no different than the quest of James and John to "sit on Your right hand and on your left." But the 
fact is all these positions are by appointment of the Father according to the potential worked out in the 
appointed. We ultimately do not know to what position we have been appointed. What we do know is 
we have a unique potential to achieve, and it is to this alone we must be ultimately faithful-regardless 
what revelation God gives us on these glorified positions and a desire to attain to them. Our ultimate 
position will reveal itself in due course. Our pursuit must ultimately be of Him. As long as we strive for 
these positions per se in their own right, we can't prove ourselves in the servanthood unity by which 
our potential is truly fulfilled, and whatever our position was to have been may be forfeited. 


A Word to My Fellow Disciples 


Our lot as disciples is no easier today than it was for the first disciples, even though we have all their 
lessons to teach us. Their lessons remain as imperative to us as ever. We are not farther from them 
but closer to them! For as we all close in on Zion's pinnacle and the Lord's actual appearing, we are 
closer to touching each other's unique courses in Him and can easily interfere with one another rather 
than learn from one another. We can still yield to those subtle nagging inner comparisons and secret 
competitions with one another for His approval, His reward, His position. It's overcoming this 
challenge that brings us finally into that perfected circle of heavenly eldership. 


We must keep pressing on then to learn these lessons even more deeply. Personally, as | get closer 
Christ and therefore closer to you in your pursuit of Christ, | want to do so free from comparison and 
competition with you! | want to prove | can serve you and have unity with you as a fellow pursuer of our 
Lord's excellence no matter where you are on the mountain's other side of wholesome revelation 
relative to me. My "greatness" in the Lord's kingdom is not measured by your "lack of greatness," the 
wages for my kingdom labor are not pegged to the wages for your kingdom labor, and the Father's 
appointed position for me is not in conflict with yours! Our courses are very unique and personal. We 
are ascending Zion from different approaches. But we are on the same mountain and the same team. 


So as the summit nears, let's encourage one another in what remains to us each of our races, and 
overcome the remaining distracting temptations to competitions of maturities among ourselves and 
comparisons with the "less faithful church." 


Chris Anderson 


First Love Ministry 
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PS 


| just want to highlight a missed nuance behind Jesus’ statement to the disciples: "But many who are 
first will be last, and the last first." (Mt. 19:30.) The Lord gives this word right between His promise of 
reward to Peter for his faithfulness and his cautionary parable about the vineyard workers. In other 
words, this word speaks specifically to disciples about the issue of discipleship comparison. 


When Jesus says here "the first will be last," he's not talking about the Pharisees who hypocritically 
believe they will be "first" while the sinners are "last." He's talking now to the disciples who believe 
they will be "first" because they have been faithful to "bear the heat of the day" where others have not 
been as faithful or suffered as much will be "last." Jesus is saying that prophetic disciples who 
compare their faithfulness with those of less faithfulness, and who measure the "maturity of their word" 
against that of other prophetic disciples will find themselves last in God's sight. | missed this vital 
connection in the last teaching so wanted to give it to you here. 


There are two hurdles to prophetic discipleship. The first is to answer the call to obedient discipleship 
at all. We know most believers fail this call. The second however is to steadfastly reject comparing our 
own obedience and maturity of revelation to that of others once we answer the call of absolute 
surrender. In the realm of internet writing and relationship | traverse, this is the greater problem | 
encounter and must face within myself. 


We must especially learn how to deal with the comparison issue before we can trustworthily speak 
about error and disobedience in the larger church. Comparison is the "log" we must first pull from our 
own eyes. It is the root essence of the "judging" that is forbidden to us and disqualifies us from the 
selfless objective "righteous judgment" we are commanded to judge. So, as the faithful ones that you 
all are, | encourage you to really meditate on this. 


The Shadow Is My Friend 
Chris Anderson 


Repost 

http:/Awww.etpv.org/2007/tsimyf.html 

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." Ps. 116:15 
March 7, 2007 


Every so often, the shadows come back to haunt. Memories of "failed" faith, the times when God did 
not come through-though there was a word, a promise, a trust, a covenant- 


Not about what didn't matter, but about what did-things that cost everything. Waiting for that eleventh 
hour deliverance, putting all on the line-where there was a word, a promise, a trust, a covenant-.the 
child-the spouse-that was supposed to be healed, to live. .the family estate-the home, the farm-that 
was supposed to be redeemed from foreclosure. the land rescued from the developer. the marriage 
that was supposed to be saved, or that was supposed to happen. 


It didn't happen. 


The land, the home, was lost. The divorce went through...the cherished one married another. The 
funeral was held. 


And you were left to pick up the pieces, left "holding the bag." You had the faith, the action, and the 
word-not yours only, but words from others also. Still, God was "not" on time. He did "not" show up. 
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And you were left to "cover for Him." 


But it was too late. Your friends and followers deserted. They did their best to stand by you. But it 
wasn't "their baby." 


So now, your ministry, or your chance for it, was also gone. Shattered into a thousand pieces. No 
more credibility. Now, not only pain, but also shame. 


("My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?") 
Then came the faith for the "resurrection." A second Wind rose from within. 


You didn't give up. You knew it was too late. But God was still the God of miracles. "Greater glory for 
Him," you thought. "Yes. Did not Isaac come back?" 


But time remained in command and did not stand still. This Isaac was not going to come back. With 
faith pushed to the brink of insanity, the still small voice turned and whispered. "Now let go." And you 
did. So help you God, you could do no other. 

Your own death certificate was now issued. 

Many years have passed-even decades. The pain of soul has healed. Your joy in the Lord has been 
restored. You have come back to life. You can sing again, and love again, and dance again in the 
congregation. The Lord's Presence is still your portion, as it always was, and never did leave you. 


New directions have replaced past hopes. Life has become kinder to you. "The lines have fallen in 
pleasant places." 


But-like nail-pierced scars-the shadow remains. 

Now, it is no longer your pain (or is it?), but someone else's-a friend, a young believer, a passionate 
firebrand for our God-and you want to help. You want to be there for them. You want to encourage 
them to remain strong, to believe, to not give up. It's your turn to give the word of faith-again. 

And the shadow returns. 

You know what to say: 

"Don't give up on God's promise, dear one." 

But deep within, your heart is secretly tongue-tied. You can only speak from a faith beyond yourself, 
but not one you can comprehend. For you now prophesy to one of a deliverance you did not receive. 
And you know you cannot allow your shadow to taint the present faith of another. 


"How long O Lord?" is the secret cry of the soul slain under the altar. 


"When will the now unmentionable 'what-was-it-all-about’ resolve? How will it come clear-to reveal 
where heaven at last meets earth to vindicate the righteousness of faith long past?" 


While you wait under that altar, the Spirit speaks from the shadow that yet falls forward from past 
demise. 


"You do remember (do you not) your other request of me in those days?" 
"When you were filled with zeal, when you answered my call to seize the horns of the altar over the 


desire | placed in you-when you said 'somebody has to prove God will honor faith to do in this world 
what He said He would do!'-do you not remember your other request?" 
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("What request, Lord?") 


"You 'made covenant with Me-by sacrifice.’ You said-'Lord, As much as | want this, | don't want this for 
myself. But | want to be conformed to your image. More than anything (you said), | want to be 
conformed to Your image." 


"| did answer you. | did conform you to My image. | put you to death-as you requested. And now, the 
shadow of the nail print abides in your heart. 


You must understand. It was not possible to fulfill here your deep earthside prayer and simultaneously 
grant your higher desire toward My image. The earth desire | gave you with its promises-and its 
demise-was in answer to your higher desire for My image." It was necessary to defer My fulfillment to 
a different realm. 


"Remaining faithful, you always chose the better portion. When all was finally lost on earth, you did not 
deny my name or second guess my faithfulness. You bore your pain-and your shame-with grace. And 
you continued to justify Me (not yourself) and to front for Me before others when you had no way left to 
do so." 


"But do not think your faith was for naught-without final tangible reward or fulfillment. My promises were 
real. They were not lies. The prophecies were genuine. They were not misguided. And no word returns 
to me empty. And although 'you may no longer speak to me of this matter’ (it is past yours to 
contemplate), rest assured, the shadow in your soul will one day be filled with light. From its 
permanent imprint will stream forth glorified fulfillment as shall stream forth from My own nail pierced 
hands." 


"For as | will regain what | once lost by Death, so will you regain all you have lost by your death. | will 
receive My people past again, and you will receive yours again. | will soon again receive My Land, 
and will you receive yours back again also." 

"But until then, the shadow is your friend. Let it be to you the seal on your heart of our Covenant. Know 
that it is its own guarantee of what still awaits you. Do not fear it nor be perplexed for the sake of 
others. 

Let not the shadow hinder your ministry to all who yet seek me by faith for their earth realms. Minister 
past it from your higher faith, as you have ever since that fateful day. Be not afraid to declare any word 
of faith; or to die again to one as well-however tempered your zeal toward such may now be." 
"Remember, precious in My sight was your death." 

"Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil. 


("And to every one of them were given white robes.") 


www.firstloveministry.com 03/07 
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Modern Day Money Changers 
David Ravenhill 


lm convinced that the carnal, cunning, conniving, crooked crooks that Jesus drove out of the Temple 
are still among us today. These modern day moneychangers are forever devising new and deceptive 
doctrines to defraud God’s people out of His/their money. These masters of deceit have now set up 
their changing tables throughout the Christian television industry. 


I'm absolutely certain that if Jesus returned today He would walk into the vast majority of these 
television studios and overthrow the cameras, lights, monitors, and soundboards. He would unplug the 
microphones and scatter the makeup colors around as He went about destroying the stages and 
backdrops. 


Several years ago now, a nationally know prophetic voice was told by the Lord, “I’m sick and tired of 
the prosperity message”. If that was true then, how much more today. As far back as 1986, the top 
seven media evangelists took in over 750 million dollars. Now with the increased manipulation of 
‘seed faith teaching’ that amount has no doubt been dwarfed by comparison. 


Only a few days ago | was appalled as | watched and listened as Pastor Steve zealously 
twisted and distorted the Scriptures to his own advantage. This ‘brother’ dared to distort the most 
sacred truth of all Scripture. He used The Day Of Atonement, that day when Jesus Christ the Lamb of 
God shed His blood for the sins of the world, to teach that how we give financially determines how 
God will respond to us throughout the coming year. My blood boiled as | listened. This ‘brother’ had 
finally crossed the line and was now on the verge of blaspheming the atoning work of our blessed 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, not to mention lining his own pockets with the proceeds. He might as 
well have been selling indulgences by inferring that God’s favor toward us was based on our giving 
rather than God’s unmerited grace and forgiveness through the gift of His Son. What made matters 
worse was that this same ‘charlatan’ was the guest of one of the nation’s best known charismatic 
personalities. Within a day or so he was teaching the same message on a local Christian telethon. 
Neither the evangelist nor the network sought to correct his aberrant teaching — after all, the show 
must go on and that takes money, so how you raise it doesn’t seem to matter anymore. 


Why does almost every single Christian program have to end with some type of ‘seed faith teaching’? 
If these men and women of faith really believed what they taught, they would practice what they preach 
and teach; after all what’s good for the goose is good for the gander. Imagine how shocked you would 
be if your favorite televangelist and covenant partner were to send you a check in their next mailing for 
the amount of $1,000.00 with a personal note telling you he/she just wanted to sow into your life. 
Perhaps then | could believe that these men/women really believe and practice what they teach. Not 
only that, but they would never have to appeal for money again as God’s return to them would result in 
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a hundredfold increase. At least that’s what they would have us to believe. 


On a recent ministry trip to the Northwest, | was told by a pastor friend that his church had received a 
call from a well known and anointed teacher in the Body of Christ. The caller was asking them for a 
contribution towards the purchase of a jet for their ministry. What a far cry from what the Apostle Paul 
taught when he prefaced his teaching on ‘sowing and reaping’ with these words; “For this is not for the 
ease of others and for your affliction, but by way of equality.” (Il Cor. 8:13-14) Many pastors measure 
their success in terms of numbers —the larger the church the more successful their ministry. Itinerant 
ministries, not being able to brag about size, seem to fall for the notion that having one’s own jet is 
how success is determined. (Once it was the Rolex watch) By the way, if you love and appreciate this 
fine teacher, pray that he won't get the desires of his heart - it will only lead to the leanness of his soul. 


This is one man’s attempt to appeal to the Body of Christ. Stop pandering to these moneychangers. 
These men and women live like kings while spending your money to buy mansions and jets for 
themselves. They dine in the finest restaurants, wear the latest designer fashions and then have the 
audacity to tell you that you can live the same way as long as you give to their ministry. 


| opened my Bible the other day to Zechariah’s wonderful prophecy concerning the first coming of 
Jesus, our great and glorious King. Listen to his words; ‘Behold your King is coming to you; He is just 
and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt the foal of a donkey.’( 
Zechariah 9:9 ) What a far cry from the televangelist who comes high and mighty and traveling on his 
own jet! 


If you are as sick and tired as | am about this waste of God’s money, then for heaven’s sake STOP 
SUPPORTING THESE PEOPLE. Give your money to your local church. There are tens of thousands 
of needy missionaries who barely have enough support to keep themselves alive. They are laboring 
long and hard under some of the most difficult and trying conditions. They would rejoice at the thought 
of an extra $10-30 dollars a month support. These are the real heroes of whom the world is not worthy. 
Help put these MONEY LOVING TELEVANGELISTS OUT OF BUSINESS and SAVE ANOTHER 
MISSIONARY FROM EXTINCTION. 


Together we can make it happen. Please forward this to as many people as you know. Thanks. 
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Moneychangers In The Temple 
Kriston Couchey 


Sept. 28, 2007 


A House of Merchandise 
John 2:1615 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew 
the tables; And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my 
Father’s house an house of merchandise. 


| once heard of an apostle named Paul 

My Name is Lydia. | live in Philippi, Macedonia. | once heard of an apostle named Paul. He was so 
anointed. We were a small synagogue that was struggling you see. We had lost our building and were 
meeting to pray down by a river. One night my husband had a dream and in it he saw Paul. He 
begged him in the dream to come and help us. He woke up and realized that it was a dream from 
God and that God was going to let Paul know we needed help. He didn’t come, and didn’t come. We 
finally sent off letter to him and waited. 


A letter from Paul 

Years later we at the small synagogue were excited; a letter out of the blue came from Paul saying he 
was willing now to come to our city. But our excitement waned as we read on. He said he would have 
come earlier but he had a minimum requirement of 1000 denarius per meeting. He knew we were 
small and couldn't afford him at the time, so he didn’t bother. But he was sure by now we had saved 
enough money, and could advertise his arrival to all the synagogues in the surrounding areas. We had 
no money. We were crushed. 


But not to worry, he had now written some books! Well, we couldn’t afford those either, the two volume 
Corinthian series was 35 denarius a book, but on special 55 denarius for both. 


He wrote he could come and pray for us for a donation! But the cost of breaking off generational 
curses was a donation minimum of 100 denarius per session, per person. We would have to live with 
our curses. 


But wait, we had hope! If we want to be in relationship with Him, we only have to sign a covenant 
agreement with him to be part of his network. But the only way we can have relationship with him is to 
agree to pay a monthly fee or give a percentage of all money we are supposed to collect from our 
poverty stricken congregation. We didn't have enough money to be his friend either. 


It said in the letter we can get his worship leader to come! But we have to rent a coliseum and charge 
15 denarius a head. We can't afford the coliseum, so we can’t afford to worship God. 


We then read he’s holding a conference on how to prosper in the irst century apostolic movement, but 
it will cost 75 denarius for pre-registration, or 100 at the door. 


We decided to sign up for his newsletter. This newsletter would give us the latest revelations and 
insights into what God is doing in the 1rst century. But when we received the newsletter it was a three 
paragraph teaser ad for buying the latest book, and the rest was full of ads for books he was selling by 
apostles and prophets. Once again, we could not afford to hear from God and get the help we 
needed. We were crestfallen. 


Well anyway, | once heard of an apostle named Paul. 


Kriston Couchey 
http://my.opera.com/Boanerges/blog/ 


Overcoming Jezebel 
Kriston Couchey 
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September 24, 2007 


Rev 2:20 Notwithstanding | have a few things against thee because thou sufferest that woman 
Jezebel (who calls herself a prophetess) to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, 
and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 21 And I have given her time to repent of her fornication, 
and she repented not. (JB2000) 


Given Time to repent 

In the early to mid-nineties there was a wave of refreshing God brought to those willing to receive it. 
This was God's grace to the church and His mercy to Jezebel. In effect, this marked the beginning of a 
time period He was giving her to repent and walk in freedom. 


Instead of freedom, we saw Jezebel (men ruled by flesh/self) strengthen her grip on people as 
“leadership” took advantage of this movement to further their own interests. Much of the fruit of this 
refreshing was devoured by what is called the “apostolic movement.” 


By the year 2000, apostolic networks were everywhere. Many pastors were now an apostle. The 
apostolic network land grab was in full swing. Churches and pastors were being wooed into 
“covenant” with a network. 


Elijah anointed at the same time 

There was also an unction poured out during that refreshing that fell upon many. This was a prophetic 
anointing sent to deal with Jezebel and bring the church transition and restoration. Many who received 
this unction began prophesying the things on God's heart. But as prophecy does, the words began to 
bring persecution and rejection by Jezebel and those in her grip. Some compromised and became 
like Balaam, pleasing men for money. They became prophets of Jezebel. 


Into the wilderness 

Many of the rejected “prophets” were shunned or driven out of the churches by Jezebel. Some were 
called out by the Lord. Some started their own churches; many becoming the very thing they had 
prophesied against. 


Some wallowed in bitterness. Some of these bitter ones found an outlet on the internet; they began 
prophesying the destruction of the church and everything else. Slowly, these voices died out, as God 
did not bless their bitterness with progressive revelation. 


But, some learned to walk with God in the wilderness. Hidden in drying up brooks, they faced times of 
great failure and humiliation stemming from their own flesh. In the midst of the wilderness they were 
changing. They became dependant upon God for their needs. 


A Lack of Rain 

Jezebel and Elijah both experienced the lack of rain. Jezebel had nothing to offer the people and they 
began to leave the barren wasteland of “church”. Elijah also experienced this lack, but found 
sustenance from the very hand of God. God gently fed and disciplined Elijah. He realized he was 
Jezebel if he followed his own flesh and learned he must put it to death. 


They’re coming back 
Those hidden in the wilderness are coming back. They went out frustrated and angry. They are 
coming back in peace and rest. They will not tolerate Jezebel, and they bring with them Fire and Rain. 


Fire 
These that are coming carry the fire of God’s presence. This fire is a witness that God is with them. 
This fire will stir the passion of God’s love in people for God, and for each other. 


Jezebel and her prophets do not have this fire, and are incapable of manifesting a love originating 
from the presence of God. The name Jezebel can mean one who is an “Island” or "not dwelt with". 
Flesh (Jezebel)is incapable of intimate, true fellowship with God or man. Jezebels manner of existing 
in the church is based upon position, power, or pleasing men’s flesh. 
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The Fire of judgment 
Rev. 2:22 Behold, | will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great 
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 


This fire will also bring cleansing and repentance to many. The fire of judgment will consume many 
who refuse to repent and allow God to change them. This will be the point at which Jezebel’s time has 
run out. She will slip into darkness as God will turn her over to her enemies to be afflicted. 


Rain 

From God’s presence is coming a wave of refreshing. The rain will pour as the Elijah restores all 
things. Restoration of relationships, healing, and blessing will flow freely from the presence of the 
Lord. The streams of Living water from these rains will flow, and those parched with thirst will be 
refreshed and restored. These will join in the labor of turning the desert wasteland into a fruitful field. 


True spiritual authority Restored 

The body will have its authority restored. The one thing Jezebel coveted and stripped from the people 
of God was their authority and place before God. A renewed sense of purpose and destiny will 
invigorate the church as dead dreams and visions will come back to life, and abandoned mantles will 
fall again upon many. 


An end of titles and the system that enables Jezebel 
Rev 2:20 Notwithstanding | have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman 
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess.... 


As this restoration brings about true love and humility, it will be hard for Jezebel to find a place among 
the true church. Positions and titles will be of little consideration. The true church will simply not 
tolerate her anymore. The old church system of leadership from the top down will eventually be 
discarded and forgotten like a filthy rag. Those with true spiritual authority within a congregation will 
begin to refuse titles, and serve alongside their brothers and sisters. Their preoccupation will be 
enabling others to minister. 


The promise to those that overcome Jezebel; Ruling with Christ 

Rev 2:26 And he that overcomes, and keeps my works to the end, to him will I give power 
over the nations. 27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall 
they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 


Those that overcome Jezebel will walk in the true kingdom authority. Jezebel lives according to the 
flesh; she can be you or me. The time given to repent is nearly over. 


Acts 3: 19 Repent you therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when 
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. 


KRISTON COUCHEY 
http://my.opera.com/Boanerges/blog/ 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


More On The Prophetic Movement 


Terry Somerville 
B C Canada 


But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money. 
(Acts 8:20) 


Dear Friends 

| received a deluge of replies to last weeks article on the prophetic movement. | warned how the focus 
on signs is replacing the focus on Christ (the subtle spirit of anti-Christ), and the increasing love of 
riches (Balaam’s error). Many feel that things are worse than | described! I've included some of the 
emails | received at the end. 


Several writers wanted to know how they can distinguish the true and the false in the prophetic. (Their 
own and others) As | said last week, we are clearly instructed to test or discern everything. | offered up 
the fruit test, the scripture test, and the confession of Christ test. Click here for issue 17. 


A word of advice to some who wrote about this. If you humbly test out a prophetic ministry and the 
response is "how dare you question God's anointed" then there is cause for alarm. There is an 
entreatable and humble spirit that should prevail over everything; over those who give prophecy, and 
those who receive and test prophecy. We are brothers in Christ and we are told to submit one to 
another, not to be lords over each another. 


But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. James 3:17 


We are commanded to test prophecy out, and mature prophets should expect to be tested. But 
remember saints, testing is not assaulting or vilifying. Here are some scriptures telling us to test the 
prophetic. 


Instead, test everything. Hold on to what is good, (I Thessalonians 5:21) 


And prophets--let two or three speak, and let the others discern, what was said (I Corinthians 14:29) 


Dear friends, stop believing every spirit. Instead, test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. (I John 4:1) 


and he who is spiritual, doth discern indeed all things, and he himself is by no one discerned; (I 
Corinthians 2:15) 


False Signs 

As | wrote last week, many prophets are focused on strange signs such as gold dust, the miraculous 
appearance of jewels, and falling feathers. The scripture is clear that God will provide signs verifying 
His work, and perhaps many of these are from the Lord. But the focus on the signs raises an alarm. 
We are warned about false prophets that will arise from among the brethren, and also that false signs 
will appear. This means someone could start well, and go off course into real danger. We need to 
humbly entreat and help one another. 


For false christs and false prophets will appear and display great signs and wonders to deceive, if 
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possible, even the elect. (Matthew 24:24) 


The coming of the lawless one will be accompanied by the power of Satan. He will use every kind of 
power, including miraculous signs, lying wonders, (II Thessalonians 2:9) 


True Signs Spoken of in Scripture 
The New Testament is filled with signs and reports of them. But they are always about the miracles of 
Christ, or His ministry being duplicated by His disciples. 


This beginning of his signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his 
disciples believed on him. (John 2:11) 


And a great multitude followed him, because they beheld the signs which he did on them that were 
sick. (John 6:2) 


And these signs shall accompany them that believe: in my name shall they cast out demons; they 
Shall speak with new tongues; 18 they shall take up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall in no wise hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. (Mark 16:17-18) 


And the multitudes gave heed with one accord unto the things that were spoken by Philip, when 
they heard, and saw the signs which he did. 7 For from many of those that had unclean spirits, they 
came out, crying with a loud voice: and many that were palsied, and that were lame, were healed. 8 
And there was much joy in that city.(Acts 8:6-8) 


Unlike the "signs" of many prophets today, the signs in the New Testament have a different character. 
The New Testament signs are most often healings, miracles, casting out evil spirits, supernatural 
provision and deliverance from danger. These signs all point to our great and loving savior, the 
nearness of His kingdom, and grace poured out for those who believe. No wonder the result was 
praise to Jesus and multitudes being saved. 


May these genuine signs be poured out among the prophets today, and many be pointed to Christ. 


Blessings 
Terry Somerville www.totalchange.org 


Newsletter Archives 


NOTE: | will be in Europe from Sept 26 to Oct 8. Meetings in London, Aigle Switzerland and 
throughout Holland. Itinerary at left. 


Some Letters From Readers On The Prophetic 

(Note : some letters have been abbreviated, or had names removed ed.) 

Thank you very much for your newsletter. It validates what | feel. | go to a church that is part of the 
prophetic movement and have been very touched and released, but | have a lot of reservations. | 
came from the churches of the 50's which came out of the deep revivals. The churches these days 
have the touch of the Spirit, but a lot authentically is missing. | always do not fit anywhere. Thank you 


for your words of wisdom and truth. 


Elaine 
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Good Word! This Newsletter was timely and right on. 


But, yes...do remember...No where else could a Prophet get away with as much as in North America. 
In any other country the Spiritual leaders would speak up and say...enough! 


But, not here. North American is everyone's Promised Land and as mentioned in the 
Newsletter...yes...services are on hire for enough money. 


You sort of wonder...Can we buy INTEGRITY, too ? 
Maybe not! 


Blessings. 
Marja 


Hi Terry, 

Seems there isn't much left standing these days. The prophets are for profit and the good news of the 
kingdom is about building buildings. | have a feeling you were speaking about --------- (deleted by 
editor)-------- but I'm sure there are many others that are doing the same things these days. When 
prophets are sought out they probably aren't the ones that are hearing from God. Just an observation 
about the prophetic is it possible that there primary role is to expose the ruling religious spirit of the 
day? 


David 


Terry - 

My name is Kenn Parker - | now live in Victoria. | have traveled in apostolic/prophetic ministry for many 
years now. | have been and still am involved with some of the major apostolic/prophetic voices and 
ministries in Canada. | am part of a national apostolic movement led by Mel Mullen out of Red Deer. 


| only give you this info to introduce myself to you and possibly lend a little credence to my comments 
on the article linked to this email. 

Like you, | gave up on most of the websites and bulletins connected with the prophetic movement 
years ago. Like you, | have become very concerned about some of the observations you have made 
concerning the prophetic movement in North America. | have found myself more and more "out of 
sync" with a lot of the things that many others seem to be captivated by. 


At times | have wondered if | am somehow missing what God is saying or up to in the last few years. 
Every year there are all the prophecies at the beginning of the year speaking of the main priority of 
God for that year. Apparently 2008 is to be the year of "New Beginnings" (I could make a number of 
cynical remarks and conclusions of such a "profound" revelation, but | will refrain). It seems that there 
are more and more "obvious" things that are being dubbed as prophetic. There also seems to be 
more and more emphasis on various manifestations and angelic visitations rather than on the word of 
the Lord connected with the visitation or manifestation. 


| have also felt somewhat guilty of seemingly being "out of sync". It seems to me that the Lord is clearly 
speaking to the church to grow up, to have mature attitudes towards trials, suffering, difficulties, etc. 
And also to grow up into maturity concerning spiritual disciplines and the practice of them. As you 
have mentioned, the emphasis is increasing on the Kingdom of God. | have said that the Lord is 
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teaching us the difference between the practice of Christian spirituality (of which the kingdom is 
directly connected) and the Christian practices. | was not saved to go to church!!! 


| say all this to say that | wonder if there is something more that should be done about the concerns. | 
wonder if there is a way that we can sound the trumpet louder or with more clarity or both? | wonder if 
some of our prophetic friends would hear the concerns and be accountable without being overly 
defensive? | just spent some time with ............... and he was grieving over the attack of criticism that 
seems to be directed at the prophetic movement. | wonder if "the faithful wounds of a friend" would 
carry less sting and more weight. 


| am concerned that there may be many of us feeling the same way and all are feeling that they are the 
only ones and are "out of sync" with the others. | wonder if we would be better to take more brave 
steps as you have in even writing the article? | wonder if we would be better to be more specific 
(behind closed doors?) with some of our friends and major Canadian prophetic voices? 


| fear that if something doesn't shift, there will be an even greater credibility issue with the whole 
movement. I, like you, am grateful for the things that the Lord has done through the prophets and the 
movement around them. | would hate to see the work of God in this area eroded due to credibility 
issues as well as a lack of accountability amongst those with "like faith" and "like vision”. 

Thanks for your boldness in writing what you have. | just wanted you to know that you are not alone in 
your observations and | think it may be more serious than it looks. 

| look forward to meeting you sometime in the future. 


In grace, 
Kenn 


Hi Terry, 


| am so blessed as | just came across your article "Balaam and the Prophetic movement." | can hardly 
believe somebody finally wrote this article and | am having an even harder time believing it got posted 
on a prophetic forum! Andre and | have been concerned about the "Balaam factor" for some time 
now, and we've also been bewildered as we've seen most every christian we meet run in that direction 
without thinking twice..... 


Earlier this year or last | actually took down notes from the Lord about how Balaam was manifesting in 
the prophetic movement, and hoped to write an article about it also...but so much to say, and write, | 
don't always get time and energy to do it! So, it's great you have. | really appreciated the way you were 
able to speak forthrightly but also without the judgmental and cutting edge some of the "prophets" use 
who speak against these things in the church. | see that your heart is for the church, and you are 
addressing the sin itself without condemning the sinners, but rather calling them to think, rather than 
ramming them for missing it. | so appreciate that Terry, and | find it rare in many of the 
words/teachings out there these days. It seems people gravitate to one extreme or the other - either all 
love and grace, OR correction but with a heavy and critical spirit. Sigh. 


| have felt the same thing re. the gold dust etc. It makes no sense to me. In the bible, all the signs and 
wonders were unto something. | did a study on all the verses | could find re. signs and wonders and 
every time Jesus speaks about them it is in the context of reaching out to the lost! There was a 
PURPOSE. They testified of Jesus. The miracles in the bible also benefited those to whom they were 
given - people were healed! These signs of gold dust etc. seem to be like things that are tempting 
people to go oo and ahh at the supernatural - but as you wrote, there is no focus coming from it on the 
Lord Himself. 


False Christs and False apostles - Jesus did say they would come. Thank goodness there are still 
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some who are true and who are discerning the times and the spirits. 


Bless you Terry. Thanks for taking time to read my thoughts on this, | really hope we'll see more 
people not only running with this message, but also people in the body and particularly in leadership, 
receiving it. Right now most prophetic leadership | know is fully supporting this whole "signs and 
wonders movement" as a thing in itself. You helped me to understand what | was trying to articulate in 
this regard - antichrist REPLACES something. This is what | see in the prophetic culture I've been 
exposed to. 


| know there are many out there who have seen and discerned things, but there voices get drowned 
out by the church's mindsets which keep them from receiving truth. | guess when one has been 
immersed in the noise of all the hoopla for so long, the real thing actually looks like an intruder. But | do 
wait in hope to see how the Lord will reveal HIMSELF in the midst of where the prophetic has gone 
astray. We have so much to learn...thank goodness the Lord never stops reaching out to help us come 
back to the Centre when we stumble. 


Blessings, 
Kimberly 
Hi, Terry. 


My daughter used to go to the YOUTH in .......... She finally had to pull out. It was going too far. Lot of it. 
One guy would come to Town from time to time and say in his Crusades...real Signs are happening! 


To me. the greatest sign and wonder is Changed Life! That is the kind of sign 
God is after.. 


But, he said, when he preached...he would have BLOOD come out of his hands. The people were 
screaming and swooning. | said to my daughter that is OCCULTIC in origin. That is old Stigmata from 
the Roman Catholic Occultic Camp. We do not go there. She said...how do you know it is bad ? | 
said...ask God. So, she did and God said...they are asking for SIGNS and | give them a sign of 
Jonah! 


So, that is one reason, why she pulled off the whole Youth Group in ..... . Then right after...they went to 
drugs...drinking’s and lots of boys are into homosexuality. 

What | am saying is...that many of these young people are ignorant. Not purposely foolish. They 
actually do NOT know, what to think and believe. If we focus on experiences...yes...we can all get lost 
in some never-never land! That is the problem. 

There has to be boundaries in human life. In spiritual arena as well as our life on this earth. 
Behaviours, habits etc. 

Blessings. 

MARJA 


Good morning 


Thanks for this article. Its astonishing to see how many people are being led astray by so-called 
“prophets”. The internet is not the problem (yet) here in South Africa (the exchange rate not being in 
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our favour), but people are exposed to the false teachers in many churches and ministries. | was 
caught up in such a ministry for a few years until (all thanks and glory to God) He brought me out and 
showed me the error. 


On looking at prophecy in the Bible | notice that God raised up prophets because the people who 
were supposed to teach the Word of God (the kings and the priests), were disobedient and serving 
idols. They were not hearing from God. David, for instance, always somehow “heard” from God — until 
the drama with Bathsheba and also when he counted the people. Both times God sent a prophet to 
warn him that he was out of line. In other words, he probably knew he was doing something he wasn't 
supposed to do, but he closed his ears to God. The thought that came to me was, if someone comes 
to me with a “prophetic word” (a true word, of course) | should fall on my face and repent, because 
God's trying to speak to me about some area of sin in my life and I’m ignoring Him.... 


Another thought: The prophets of the Bible gave warnings and encouragement. The two always went 
hand in hand. There were never any “promises” of a good life, a bright future, the windows of heaven 
pouring mega-bucks into my bank account, blessings galore, without very stern admonishment of sin 
and a warning to be obedient NOW. A friend told me just before the end of last year one of the pastors 
of a church in Soweto “prophesied” to his congregation that in the new year God will give them all 
BMW’s. 


Is it OK to pass on your article to friends who experience the error in their churches? 
May you be blessed in your ministry for Jesus. 

Shalom 

Ria 
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Merchandising The Anointing 


Terry Somerville 
British Columbia, Canada 
www.totalchange.org 


Once again | turn on the TV and come to a Christian program. They are Spirit filled believers, sharing 
what God is doing. They seem to be sincere. Everything they say is true and scriptural. Yet, like every 
other time | watch, I'm bothered. My spirit is disturbed. Over the years I've asked God about this. This 
time it just hit me. They are merchandising the anointing! WE are merchandising the anointing! We 
don't even realize it. 


Money Changers In The Temple 

The religious leaders of Jesus day made merchandise of the most Holy place in Israel. The temple. 
The selling of animals started as a way to provide worshipers with a sacrifice. But it became corrupt 
as animals were resold and not actually sacrificed by the priests. 


And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that bought; 46 
Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of 
thieves. And He taught daily in the temple.... 

Luke 19:45-47 


Mixed Motives 

Could it be we are doing exactly the same thing as these priests, only in the temple of our hearts? | 
know what it is like to start with heart to bless and minister and end up merchandising. | produced and 
hosted over 350 Total Change television programs. Television is expensive and we couldn't keep up. 
The Christian station urged me to be aggressive in fund raising and stay on. | tried "incentives" - 
offering books and DVD's if donors gave a certain amount. It felt wrong in my spirit, and | didn't know 
why so | stopped doing it. | began to "merchandise the anointing" to attract viewers. | didn't see it at 
the time, but | knew people were attracted to spectacular anointings, and so focused on that. 


Making merchandise of the anointing is not just problem for Christian television. The whole church 
and worship industry is being defiled by the "manure of merchandise". 


1. Adopting the practices of the world. 

God warned Israel not to adopt the practices of the people around them, but they did. We too have 
mixed faith with the worlds business. Many "spirit filled" ministries employ secular firms to fund raise 
using proven social methods. We could have used them for our TV program. Even at the local church 
level, leadership has become mostly about management. Study the methods and employ them, 
Follow the successful methods of the leaders. What happened to prayer and hearing God? 


Even worship has become an industry. Believe me, these "Christian" companies would love to make 
us pay every time we sing a worship song! A few years ago | interviewed a famous Christian music 
artist. Everything was great until | asked her about the "music business". She became sooo upset! 
She said "It's not about ministry, it's about money. All they care about is how | look, They don't care 
about me. " Her husband tried to dial her down, but | had hit a real "hot button." 
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2. Idols In The Temple 

Strange as it may seem, western Christians have brought the worlds "idols into their hearts" (Ezekiel 
14:3) Jesus said to "seek first the Kingdom, and His righteousness", but we seek after success, 
fame, youth, wealth, (church) size and (anointing) power. These are all idols of our culture, but we take 
them into our hearts in a religious guise. - A "holy" livestock market! 


Much of my prayer life as a pastor was ....(wait for it).....to "build a successful ministry". Our inner 
temple is to be a "house of prayer", but even our prayer life turns to these selfish idols. | prayed for 
more people, more money, more power (anointing) All this was idolatry in the temple of my heart. Oh 
how we need a purification of our motives as Christians 


3. Need for Kingdom Mindedness 

The question is where is our trust in God? Where is His Kingdom at work? Inwardly we know God 
wants all the glory. God writes his own desires on our hearts. God will lead in His ways and provide for 
His work. If the temple was free of merchandise, the Lord could teach us. Then our own ambitions 
would fade away as we learn the Kings own agenda. 


Cleansing The Temple Of The Holy Spirit 

Jesus is about to cleanse His temple. He will not have mixture in His house any longer. There is time 
to repent, or be driven out! The Holy Spirit will not share the temple of our hearts with Christian 
merchandise. He's taking away the pleasure of mixture. Look what is happening in worship for 
instance. A few years ago Christians went from place to place looking for the best worship band. Now 
they are tired of it. GOOD! It's about worshiping Jesus, not the band! 


In my city the Christians always were seeking the anointing. They would run from one anointed 
meeting to another, now they are getting tired of it. Why? Because they sought the anointing, not 
God's heart, and it's not pleasurable any more. Yes the Lord poured out His anointing to woo our 
hearts. But now He will not share the temple with the merchandise of the anointing. The Lord WILL 
have a holy people, who are after HIM. 


Get ready. The whips are coming out. The tables will be upset and the livestock will disappear. On that 
day Christianity will smell different and sound different. 


Blessings 
Terry Somerville 


British Columbia, Canada 
www.totalchange.org 
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Ring Of Fire And Quake Prayer Watch 


Various Authors 


Seismic activity continues steadily all about the Ring of Fire, Please continue to be in prayer over all 
the affected nations. The dangers include volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunami’s. 


There is currently intense earthquake activity all around the Pacific Rim. 
The past weeks' earthquakes all around the RING OF FIRE. 


http://earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/recentegsww/ 


Also check the Drudge Report QUAKE SHEET 


Iris Seismic Monitor http://www. iris.edu/seismon/ 


Latest Warnings: 


Earthquake Marina Del Rey 
Susan E Waldrop 


July 14, 2007 


Behold, the spirit visited me and showed me again, the sudden destruction that will soon take man 
unaware. | was shown specifically Marina Del Rey in California. A beautiful house upon a hill 
supported by beams slid one way and then another and then to the ground instantly! 


| saw expensive yachts being tossed like toys back and forth. People in stores purchasing items 
unaware of the earthquake one minute and the next scrambling for cover and safety. 


Cars that were in parking lots one minute, and under water the next. Planes from LAX airport didn't 
know whether to land or keep circling as the towers crumbled from the view within the cabin. 


And | heard the cries of the city rise to his ears and he waved his hand and | saw it as a domino effect 
upon the land and waves upon waves charged others to crash upon the land as the land gave way and 
main lands became small islands. 


"How soon is this father?" | asked. "How much time do we have left?" 


He leaned back and looked upon my frame and | felt so small as his eyes covered the entire earth and 
he said; 
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"The beginnings are upon thee even now as | wave my hand. Even now, the south and east are 
experiencing great weather changes and the winds of time move thee even closer to the coming of 
the judgment of the world. 


Winds upon the seas shall be mighty and they shall not be able to measure them for behold they are 
My winds. Snowcaps shall melt, and volcanoes shall erupt where they thought were dormant, behold; | 
ACTIVATE THEM NOW. 


As the birth comes yea each contraction shall be greater and sooner to the next. Only those that are 
listening to Me, My voice shall be saved. 


Even as Noah listened to me, not voices in the city, | say to mine: LISTEN FOR MY WHISPERS, MY 
VOICE, for it shall come upon you suddenly in the time you think not, so it shall be. 


And when | say "GO", GO, for | have left the wheat to grow up with the tare to whisper to them "MY 
WHISPERS" so there is nothing left undone. 


Be at peace My sheep, for surely | have your most inner thoughts at hand and all things shall be done 
accordingly with you in mind. 


Look not to your house of wood, but keep in mind the real house, the family, for this is the true vine, the 
true kingdom. Everything else, is not important now." 


And | felt his great presence all around me, and | lay in tears of joy knowing nothing shall be done unto 
us his sheep that he does not allow, we are safe in him, Praise the Holy One of Israel. 


Yellowstone Larry Anderson 

Earthquake Warning for India Geoff Sadler 

Earthquake Warning for San Francisco Larry Anderson 
Volcanic Eruption for Oregon Warning Rick Watkins 


Latest Reports: 

Colombia Volcano Erupts, Thousands Flee 

Apr 18, 4:15 PM (ET) 

By FERNANDO VERGARA 

NEIVA, Colombia (AP) - Thousands of people were evacuated after a long-dormant volcano erupted 
late Tuesday and again early Wednesday, provoking avalanches and floods that swept away houses 


and bridges. 


The Nevado del Huila volcano's eruptions were its first on record since Colombia was colonized by 
the Spanish 500 years ago. 


There are about 10,000 people living in the area around the volcano, and about 3,500 had been 
evacuated, Luz Amanda Pulido, director of the national disaster office, told The Associated Press 
after flying over the volcano in southwest Colombia. 


There were no reports of deaths or injuries. 


The eruption sent an avalanche of rocks down the volcano's sides and into the Paez and Simbola 
rivers, causing them to flood. 


"The bridges were swept away, the highway used by the indigenous in the zone was destroyed for 
various kilometers (miles) and the problem we have now is the lack of a route to deliver goods and 
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medicines to the population,” Police Gen. Orlando Paez said. 


Experts were not ruling out more eruptions. 

"The seismic activity remains light but permanent, and we can't rule out another bigger event in the 
next hours or days," said Mario Ballesteros, director of the government's Institute for Geology and 
Mining. 


The Nevado del Huila, which is topped with a crown of ice, is Colombia's third-highest peak at 18,484 
feet. Located 170 miles southwest of Bogota, it became active again in March with a series of internal 
rumblings. 


In 1985, the town of Armero was wiped from the map and 25,000 people were killed when another 


volcano, the Nevado del Ruiz, exploded and set off a series of mudslides. It was Colombia's worst 
natural disaster. 


Tsunami Hits South Pacific's Solomons 


Quake Lifts Solomons Island Out Of The Sea 


by Neil Sands 
Sat Apr 7, 7:19 PM ET 


The seismic jolt that unleashed the deadly Solomons tsunami this week lifted an entire island metres 
out of the sea, destroying some of the world's most pristine coral reefs. 


In an instant, the grinding of the Earth's tectonic plates in the 8.0 magnitude earthquake Monday 
forced the island of Ranongga up three metres (10 foot). 


Submerged reefs that once attracted scuba divers from around the globe lie exposed and dying after 
the quake raised the mountainous landmass, which is 32-kilometres (20-miles) long and 8-kilometres 
(5-miles) wide. 


Corals that used to form an underwater wonderland of iridescent blues, greens and reds now bleach 
under the sun, transforming into a barren moonscape surrounding the island. 


The stench of rotting fish and other marine life stranded on the reefs when the seas receded is 
overwhelming and the once vibrant coral is dry and crunches underfoot. 


Dazed villagers stand on the shoreline, still coming to terms with the cataclysmic shift that changed the 
geography of their island forever, pushing the shoreline out to sea by up to 70 metres. 


Aid agencies have yet to reach Ranongga after the quake and tsunami that killed at least 34 people in 
the Pacific archipelago but an AFP reporter and photographer on a chartered boat witnessed the 
destruction first hand. 


At Pienuna, on Ranongga's east coast, locals said much of their harbour had disappeared, leaving 
only a narrow inlet lined by jagged exposed coral reefs either side. 


Villager Harison Gago said there were huge earthquake fissures which had almost split the island in 
half, gesturing with his hands that some of the cracks were 50 centimetres (20 inches) wide. 


Further north at Niu Barae, fisherman Hendrik Kegala had just finished exploring the new underwater 
landscape of the island with a snorkel when contacted by the AFP team. 


He said a huge submerged chasm had opened up, running at least 500 metres (550 yards) parallel to 
the coast. 


On the beach at Niu Barae, the earthquake has revealed a sunken vessel that locals believe is a 
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Japanese patrol boat, a remnant of the fierce fighting between Allied forces and the Japanese in 
WWII. 


Kegala said that from the perspective of those on the island, the sea appeared to recede and 
villagers still feared it would come back again as a tsunami, making them reluctant to return from 
higher ground where they fled. 

"Plenty big noise,” he told AFP, describing the disaster in the local pidgin dialect. 


"Water go back and not come back again," he added, saying the whooshing sound of the receding 
water and the shaking from the quake occurred simultaneously. 


Danny Kennedy, a dive operator in the provincial capital Gizo, said the earthquake had damaged 
coral reefs throughout the Solomon Islands' western province. 


He said dive sites once ranked among the best in the world were dying because the tremors had 
upset the fragile natural ecosystem. 


"Some of the most beautiful corals are the most delicate and those are the ones that have been 
affected," he told AFP. 


"The more robust corals are still there but it's the ones that people want to photograph, the sea fans 
and the colourful corals, that are dying." 


Kennedy said the damage to the coral reefs could dry up the region's major source of overseas 
money. 


"Diving is huge here, it employs so many local people," he said. "The fear is that people are going to 
come here and see the reefs are damaged then tell people not to come back for a few years until they 
recover." 


Jackie Thomas, acting manager for Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) in the Solomons, said the loss 
of the reefs was a huge blow for the fishing communities that are dotted along Ranongga's coast. 


"The fish from the reefs are the major source of protein for the villagers," she told AFP from Gizo. 
"They use shells for tools and rely on the sea for many of their basic needs. 
"It just shows the incredible force of the earthquake, to move a whole island." 


She said the reefs around Ranongga were a protected marine environment and locals had worked 
hard with WWF in recent years to ensure that they were managed sustainably. 


"Now it's another marine environment that has been destroyed," she said. 


"Who knows if the coral reefs will recover and the fish will come back? Villagers will have to travel 
further to find the same sort of food and nutrition they've relied on -- the whole food chain has been 
disrupted." 


A Selection of Earthquake Web Sites 
Prefix for all the following is http:// 


Earthquake Information Central U.S. Center for Earthquake Research and Information, The 
University of Memphis 
www.ceri.memphis.edu 


St. Louis University Earthquake Center 
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www.eas.slu/Earthquake_Center/earthquakecenter.html 


The Virtual Times Great New Madrid Earthquake Site 
www.hsv.com/genlintr.newmadrd/ 


National Earthquake Information Center 
Earthquakes and Volcanoes 
http://gldfs.cr.usgs.gov/neis/pands/12a.html 


SSA Seismology Resources for Teachers 
www.geo.purdue.edu/seismology_resources.html 


Earthquake Preparedness Information 
www.fema.gov/home/fema.quakef.html 
www.seismo.berkeley.edu/seismo/resource/preparedness.html 
www.abag.ca.gov/bayarea/eqmaps/fixit/fixit.html 


National Geophysical Data Center What's New Home Page 
www.ngdc.noaa.gov/seg/whatsnew.html 


| am a geologist and would be glad to answer any questions from your troop. 
Regards, 

Gary Patterson 

Center for Earthquake Research and Information Fax: 901-678-4734 

3890 Central Avenue Phone: 901-678-2007 

Memphis TN 38152 

email: patterson@ceri.memphis.edu 


Info On The New Madrid Fault 


Recent Reports 


B.C. Enters Window of Increased Quake Risk 


February 2, 2007 
CTV.ca News Staff 


Experts warn that British Columbia's south coast has entered a two-week window of increased 
probability in which a major earthquake could occur. 


http:/Awww.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20070202/bc_quake_070202/20070202? 
hub=TopStories 


Northeastern Indonesia Shaken by Earthquake; No Major Destruction Reported 
Sunday , January 21, 2007 


MANADO, Indonesia — An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 7.3 shook buildings for 
several minutes in northeastern Indonesia Sunday, causing minor damage, the U.S. Geological 
Survey and witnesses said. 

Click here for FOXNews.com's Natural Disasters center. 


In December 2004, a massive earthquake struck off Indonesia's Sumatra island and triggered a 
tsunami that killed more than 230,000 lives — 131,000 people in Indonesia's Aceh province alone. A 
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tsunami off Java island last year killed nearly 5,000. 
Click here for FOXNews.com's Australia/Pacific center. 
2007 January 13 Magnitude 8.2 - East Of The Kuril Islands 


MAP 8.2 2007/01/13 04:23:21 46.288 154.448 10.0 
East Of The Kuril Islands 


http://earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/recenteqsww/Maps/10/155_45.php 
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/recenteqsww/Quakes/us2007xmae.php 


Mount St. Helens Erupts, Spewing Steam, Ash Into Washington State Sky 
Tuesday, December 19, 2006 


http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,237578,00.html 


Timothy Snodgrass 
12/14/06 Report 


We have been experiencing unusual seismic activity in the Philippines after a strong solar flare 
exploded on the sun 2 days ago. Last night a 6.5 quake shook the Celebes Sea, 165 miles south of 
Mindanao. Radiation from the solar flare is expected to hit the earth today, so we are on heightened 
alert for strong earthquakes along the Pacific Ring of Fire. 


Super Storms Timothy Snodgrass 
November 27, 2006 


Deep-Sea Eruption Detected in Progress... 
http://www.livescience.com/forcesofnature/061127_deep_eruption.html 


Geoff Sadler 
Nov 19, 2006 
| received an e-mail yesterday from Bill Somers saying this, 


| have gotten a couple notes today with quake and seismic warnings for the Ring of Fire. It seems to 
originate from this website: 
http://standeyo.com/Reports/06_EQ.warning/061115.NCODA.long.term.html 


At the time | hadn't heard anything from the Lord concerning it but this morning | felt like the Lord 
confirmed it to me specifically in the area of Indonesia. Please be in prayer concerning this over the 
next few days. 


Warning Dreams, Visions and Prophecies 
Please note these previous warnings 
Signs In The Heavens In 2007 Timothy Snodgrass 


Super Storms Timothy Snodgrass 
Movement And Clashing Chuck Pierce 
Another Wave Of Shaking Rick Joyner 
Ring of Fire Geoff Sadler 

Ring Of Fire Prayer Watch Geoff Sadler 
Ring Of Fire Prayer Watch Geoff Sadler 
Ring of Fire Prayer Watch III Geoff Sadler 
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Philippine Volcano Set To Erupt Ring Of Fire Prayer Alert Geoff Sadler 


A Great Earthquake Coming Michael Boldea Jr 


Predicted Earthquakes Coming Robert Holmes 


Rejoice It ls Begun Kim Clement 

A Generation Ends Timothy Snodgrass 

Roadmap To Judgment Timothy Snodgrass 

History & Future Of USS New Madrid Timothy Snodgrass 


America Breaks In Two Earthquake Vision Susan Cummings 
Warning Visions Jolanda Schot 

Shake And Bake A Holy Shake Up Joni Ames 

Waves, Winds and Shaking Brenda Dowdin 

Shaking in California and the Church Stephen Gray 


End Time Dreams Michael Griffiths 

Come Away From The Coast Rosie Lovejoy 

Indonesia And The Pacific Northwest Lisa Cooke Doyle 
Lion Of Zion XIV Rosie Lovejoy 

Intercession Over Earthquakes Sandy Warner 

A Seismic Wonder Mary Clark 


Volcanic Eruptions, Earthquakes and More L D Oxford 
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Strange Fire On Defiled Altars 
J Lee Grady 


Many who claim to be voices for God today are on dangerous ground. 


We don't talk much today about Nadab and Abihu. They were obscure Bible characters who failed 
miserably. Certainly their tragic story doesn’t work well as an illustration in the typical seeker-friendly 
sermon about wealth or success. So we tend to ignore these guys, even though they are mentioned in 
the Old Testament nine times. 


Both sons of Aaron the priest, Nadab and Abihu were suddenly struck dead in the tabernacle 
because they offered “strange fire” (Lev. 10:1 NASB). We aren't told exactly what they did 
wrong—that is left to our imagination. All we know is that they did not follow God’s specific instructions 
when offering incense. They were careless with His glory. Their mistake proved to be fatal. 


“| wonder why the ground has not opened up and swallowed some of the careless spiritual clowns who 
are masquerading as bishops, apostles and prophets.” 


What | deduce from their story is that God’s altar is a holy place. When God struck them, He told their 
father: “By those who come near Me | will be treated as holy, and before all the people | will be 

honored” (v. 3). God made it clear that He isn’t playing games. He sent fire from His presence to slay 
Nadab and Abihu so we would understand that we can’t mess around with His laws, His name or His 


presence. We can’t rewrite His instructions or be slipshod or slapdash about worship. 


That’s why | fear for many of the men and women who claim to be God’s mouthpieces today, 
particularly in the charismatic/Pentecostal movement that | serve. When | read Leviticus 10, | wonder 
why the ground has not opened up and swallowed some of the careless spiritual clowns who are 
masquerading as bishops, apostles and prophets. 


A case in point: Bishop Thomas Wesley Weeks III, who is now facing charges of assaulting his wife, 
recently stood in his pulpit in Atlanta during a marriage conference and proceeded to teach married 
couples how to use profanity during sex. 


Yes, the man who allegedly kicked and punched Juanita Bynum in a hotel parking lot last month told 
attendees at a “Teach Me How to Love You” event that they should get over their hang-ups about 
cussing. The bedroom, he said, is the place to get down and dirty. 


“Don’t bring your salvation into the bedroom,” he said in a sermon segment that has been posted on 
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YouTube. “All those special words that you can’t say no more because you're saved ... save that for 
the bedroom!” 


It is bad enough that Weeks told his followers that it’s OK to use filthy language with your wife during 
lovemaking. It’s worse that he said these things as a minister speaking from a pulpit during a church 
service. Thankfully he didn’t bring a bed on stage and give a demonstration—but now that he has 
taken pulpit crudity to a new level, someone else is sure to introduce Pentecostal porn to an audience 
somewhere. 


Weeks’ comments didn’t surprise me. There are so many crazy things happening in pulpits in this 
country that I’ve become numb to their impact. It seems that in many segments of the church today, 
false prophets and backslidden preachers can introduce the most bizarre doctrines imaginable and 
still get shouts from the crowd and plenty of donations in the offering plate. 


Meanwhile, a growing number of television preachers are resorting to the most inane tactics to raise 
money. A popular trend this year is the “Day of Atonement Offering’—in which Old Testament 
scriptures are strained to the breaking point to make a case for buying special blessings from God. 
Thanks to this “revelation,” you can click on a Web site icon and give your Day of Atonement Offering 
to win divine favor. (And of course every dime of that money goes to an evangelist who uses it to 
purchase houses, cars, plastic surgeries and more airtime so they can spread this nonsense to more 
naive people.) 


| have no personal vendetta against these spiritual hoodlums, but lately | find myself praying: “Lord, 
when will You clean up Your church? When will you send Your holy fire into the sanctuary? When will 
You turn over the tables of the moneychangers and drive the charlatans out of Your house?” 


| have a sense that the answer is coming soon enough. The question is: How close to the modern 
Nadabs and Abihus will you be when the fire of heaven comes to purge them from the sanctuary? If 
you are anywhere near a defiled altar, my advice is simple: Run for the nearest exit. 
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Special Prayer Alert 


Beverly Juelsgaard-Fischer 


Please pray in regards to the following. 


| know that you have seen these before, Will You Fight for One Nation Under God? and Champions of 
the Cross and War is Coming & Word for NC and Word for North Carolina and The Season Of The 
Basilisk. All can be found at _htto:/Awww.etpv.org/whatsnew.html, but the Lord had me go back to 
them again today (6/25/07). 


Champions of the Cross, War is Coming and Will You Fight for One Nation Under God are all about 
what is coming soon. | believe that the Word for NC by -Priscilla Van Sutphin also ties into these 
words. 

| also added in the article below from the paper regarding the 3 visitors (angels? could be why they 
can't find them now! ) that went to 7 churches in Kannapolis, NC 


Kannapolis police probe church disruptions 

Charlotte.com 

February 01, 2007 

Original Charlotte.com article: Kannapolis police probe church disruptions 

Police in Kannapolis called incidents Sunday at several Kannapolis area churches 
‘disruptions.’ 

They say attendees at some of the churches are still trying to figure out how to describe what 
happened. 

Police investigators said Thursday they're trying to learn the identities of three men who 
entered seven churches in the Kannapolis area Sunday and interrupted services. 

At least four clergymen said the men spoke in Hebrew and English, police said. At one of the 
churches, one of the men said he was there to deliver a message from God and that he came 
in peace. 

‘They haven't participated in anything that would indicate they were a threat to anything,’ 
Kannapolis Police Maj. Woody Chavis said. 

Pastor Walt Lyman of the Mount Zion Freewill Baptist Church said the men walked to the front 
of his church and started speaking in Hebrew in the middle of his sermon. 

A former church pastor responded the men with a few words in Hebrew, Lyman said. The men 
fell to their knees, then left, he said. 

Lyman said the men didn't do anything threatening, but congregation members were scared. 
‘It was weird. | don't know what their purpose was,’ Lyman said. 'It would scare anybody 
because you didn't know what they were doing.’ 

Chavis said there's an N.C. law that bans disrupting a church service, but the activity Sunday 
didn't rise to that level. 

The churches haven't even asked the men not to come back, he said. Chavis said he just 
wants to know who the visitors were. 

"We just want to verify they're on the up-and-up,' he said. 
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Chavis said anyone who knows the men or who they're affiliated with should call the 
department at 704-920-4000. 
-- Sharif Durhams: 704-786-2185 


His Severe-Mercy blogspot http://severe-mercy.blogspot.com/ goes into some of the things that 
happened at the 400th anniversary of Jamestown and what was shared during that time and again 
ties into War is Coming and the others that are WORDS OF WARNING. 


Word for North Carolina is about what is about to be birthed here and in the nation. | have a sense 
that the enemy will use this time (July 3 - 24) as a time to try to get those who are carrying the things 
for NC & the Nation to be aborted or to kill the newly born babies / plans of the Lord. 


I'm very concerned about the "Season of the Basilisk" or July 3 - 24, 2007. In my spirit | kept hearing 
the word "upheaval" and | sense and saw an eruption like the earth heaving or throwing up. | also saw 
the ground rolling like a wave. I'm not sure what it all means but feel that it is connected to that time- 
frame of July 3 - 24. | feel like the Lord is calling all who will, to fast during this time to, not only for 
Israel (because the enemy knows of this time and uses it to persecute & tries to destroy Israel even 
more) but also a continuation of the fast many are now on for the U.S. | am sensing that many will stop 
fasting after THE CALL Nashville (7/7/07) and more or less will "relax" thinking that they have done 
their duty, but | feel like the enemy is going to use that time after to "sock it to us" and to Israel and to 
catch us "unawares". Battles have been won after a great time of celebration, when the other side was 
too tired or relaxed to stay "alert and ready", so the enemy advanced and destroyed. 


| feel like it will be a time of many important decisions being made and a time of great change. | don't 
know how the change will be or what the decisions will be but feel that they will be major and will affect 
many people, not only in NC but in the nation and in the world. 


| strongly feel that if we (Body of Christ) will pray this through that we will greatly lessen the effect that 
the enemy wants to have on Israel and on the U.S. 


Permission granted to share as the Lord leads you. 


Love & Blessings, 
Beverly Juelsgaard-Fischer 


godsblessingstoyou@yahoo.com 
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There’s A Whole Lot Of Shaking Going On 
Lee Grady 


http://www.charismamag.com/ 


The whole world watched as several religious scandals hit the news last week. It’s a time for outrage 
as well as for tears. 


My cell phone was jammed this week with messages from friends who had just heard shocking news 
reports about several prominent Christian leaders. All the callers asked the same question: “What in 
the world is happening to the church?” 


| cringed along with everyone else when | learned that evangelist Juanita Bynum had allegedly been 
beaten by her bishop husband, Thomas Weeks III, after an argument outside an Atlanta hotel. Weeks 
was a fugitive from the police for three days, but he finally turned himself in after posting $40,000 bail. 
When he returned to his pulpit last Sunday, the folks at Global Destiny Church gave him thunderous 
applause. 


A few days later Florida pastors Randy and Paula White announced to their stunned congregation that 
they are divorcing. No clear reason was offered for the breakup—just an admission that counseling 
had not helped them. Randy said he would continue to pastor Without Walls International Church, 
while Paula pledged to visit the congregation often. She says she will base her ministry out of several 
locations including San Antonio, where she’s purchased a house and has taken a part-time 
leadership position with a church. 


“We should sincerely grieve over how far the church has fallen from biblical holiness.” 


If all this news wasn’t bad enough, former Colorado pastor Ted Haggard was dragged back into 
public view over the weekend when leaders overseeing his rehabilitation process accused him of 
seeking donations without their approval. Then the Colorado Springs Gazette reported that the man 
Haggard had allegedly designated to handle the funds is a registered sex offender. 


For those of us watching this painful drama, it’s tempting to become cynical, discouraged or 
judgmental. After all, Christian leaders are not supposed to be linked to domestic violence, 
irreconcilable differences or gay sex scandals. Ideally they should be role models of integrity who live 
what they preach. 


But godly people sometimes do ungodly things—and these scandals are a clear indication of deeper 
issues God wants to address. In this time of unprecedented spiritual shaking we must respond 
properly. Here are some steps you can take: 


1. It's OK to be angry. Counselors say forgiveness can’t be expressed until you are honest about your 
anger toward the person who hurt you. In these recent scandals the name of Jesus has been 
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reproached. That makes God angry, and we can expect Him to intervene with His correction at the 
right time. (As folks say in rural Alabama, somebody is going to the woodshed!) 


Holy anger should boil inside us as we see how the name of Jesus is maligned and misused in 
today’s church. We must aggressively seek accountability and integrity at a time when we have been 
compromised by hyper-prosperity preaching, carnal showmanship and self-absorbed charlatans. 
America’s pastors should lift their voices in this hour and denounce this shameful charade before the 
false prophets of Jezebel completely hijack the American church. The people of God need bold 
prophets who are not afraid to draw lines and call down the fire of holiness from heaven. 


2. It's necessary to grieve. | know an intercessor in Texas who told me she has been crying for days 
because of the news about Bynum and the Whites. Her tears reflect God’s compassion for these 
people as well as His burden for all unbelievers who might reject the gospel because they now view 
Christians as hypocrites. As the prophet Jeremiah wept over faithless Israel, we should sincerely 
grieve over how far the church has fallen. Our anger cannot achieve its result if it is not tempered by 
brokenness. 


It might seem schizophrenic to suggest that we can be angry and grieved at the same time. But God 
feels both anger and deep compassion. The apostle Paul declared: “Behold then the kindness and 
the severity of God” (Rom. 11:22, NASB). 


3. It’s essential to pray rather than criticize. Ultimately we must come to a place of humility as we face 
this crisis. We must admit that we too might stumble into compromise or moral failure if we held a 
stressful leadership position. How would you act if you had Juanita Bynum’s preaching skills, Randy 
White’s huge congregation or Ted Haggard’s access to the White House? 


Leaders are targets of Satan. The devil once offered to give Jesus the glory of the world’s kingdoms if 
He would worship him. Today our adversary is still striking similar deals and demanding devotion in 
exchange for deceptive favors. Many leaders are being hypnotized by wealth and fame or seduced by 
pornography and perversion. We must pray that pastors and other ministers will stand firmly on the 
Word, as Jesus did in the wilderness, to resist every subtle demonic strategy. 


Try this exercise: Before you say anything negative about Randy White, Bishop Thomas Weeks, Ted 
Haggard or any other leader who may have disappointed you, pray for them by name and ask God to 
grant them His loving correction, His amazing forgiveness and His full restoration. 
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The Difference Between Serving And Marketing Gifts 
Sandy Warner 


www.thequickenedword.com 


Teaching: The Difference Between Serving And Marketing Gifts 


| have had people ask me this sincere question as to their own ministries: How do | know when 
marketing my gifts is wrong? That is a good question and | have put a lot of prayer and searching the 
Lord’s heart about that in the past. Below is what He taught me. 


Servant Hood 


Above all, we follow Jesus’ example Who was a Servant and laid down His life. He ministered to the 
poor, the brokenhearted, the captives, the widows, the orphans, those that mourn, etc. (Isa 61) It is 
logical to think that these kind of people do not have a lot of money. 


Being a godly servant is placing yourself low and laying down your own agenda, needs, desires, 
ambitions for those in need. It is about being faithful, generous and walking in good works regardless 
of the cost. 


A Servant’s Wages 


Jesus did not work as a carpenter and make His living when He walked out His calling. He didn’t have 
time. Jesus understood His payment for service was in His Employer’s hands: He sought to do His 
heavenly Father's will and knew He would provide and reward. 


In scripture, servants should expect payment: 


Matt 20: Hiring laborers for the vineyard 

Math 10:10: A workman is worthy of his hire 

1 Cor 9:7: Reap the fruit of your vineyard 

1 Tom 5:18: Don’t muzzle the ox while treading the grain 
Lev 19:13: Labors paid 

Deut 24:25: Wages of hired servants 


Service In The Modern World 


Much of the hidden treasures and pearls that the Lord wants to give His people are no longer made 
available through Christian Publishing companies and bookstores. Rather, they are found in church 
bookstores and ministries providing the service of what they recommend. 


There is a difference between offering a resource in order to equip, versus offering resources in order 
to sustain a business. In today’s world, there are non profit ministries that are really businesses at the 
core, and there are businesses that have chosen not to go non-profit who are really ministries at the 
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core. Usually it is pretty easy to tell the difference by applying this scripture: “For out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaks.” Matt 12:34-35 NKJV 


Apply that scripture and discern how much emphasis is on: 


1. offerings 

2. advertising 

3. teachings/ sermons/ announcements 
4. visual displays 


It is really easy to tell who is PUSHING products, donations and tithe. It is very apparent as it flows 
through the mouth of their output. A servant doesn’t push anything. He simply makes provision for the 
needs and offers it in such a way to be visible but without distraction to the message. 


A Good Word Picture 


A good example of the difference would be a servant who is carrying a platter of finger food at a party. 
He is not noisily clanging a bell and banging cymbals as he walks through the crowd of people: “Here 
ye, here ye!!! Come get the stuff on this platter!” Rather he discreetly walks among the people and lets 
the platter itself be his announcement. He simply makes it available and offers it without pushing it in 
people’s faces. If the stuff is good, there will be a crowd around the platter and that crowd will make 
their own announcements to others. 


What is so amazing to me is that people who clang bells and bang cymbals have already influenced 
the crowd’s opinion even before the crowd sees what is being offered. Nobody likes to be interrupted 
and the first time a servant announces their platter with gongs, it might be noticed and forgiven. But 
after that, every time the servant does so, it deafens the crowd’s sensitivity to what is offered and they 
simply fast forward. Instead of underlining the goods, it backfires and reinforces the reputation of the 
servant: “Oh, this is the servant who is very noisy and distracting.” Basically that servant is blind and 
everyone knows it except him. 


Judging 


It is not ours to judge another man’s heart. Only the Lord knows whether a person is more into building 
a means for support, for maintaining a business, building a name and empire of self worship. But we 
are to judge™ fruits, which ARE visible if we would simply stop and ponder them. The only purpose to 
judge another man’s fruit is so that we know how much trust to invest in that person and/or ministry. 


The Nature Of “Gifts” 

Gifts are given, not sold. Gifts can be in the form or people and/or their output. Some gifts can only be 
tangibly mass produced through tangible money in exchange for a tangible product. Some can be 
mass produced through media which inevitably costs someone money, but basically is free for the 
public. (TV, radio, and internet) 


Everything that is given costs something. Only the giver really knows if he is instead selling his soul for 
a price. 


Matt 16:27 NKJV 
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Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his 
own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the 
glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works. 


Insert Word To Ponder 

Store Front Image In The Market Place 1/24/05 

| AM opening a door for My people to walk into the marketplace. As | lead you, | am redesigning your 
image, that “store front” that others see. | am helping you set your boundaries for the overall 
appearance and the appeal of your testimony. Trust Me to fill in the details later. | want you to know 
that you are doing a good job in your preparation behind the scenes. You are not overbearing, nor 
coming on too strong, and not too small, but | AM building you just right. 


| am bringing you into agreement and settlement towards setting a righteous example in a world 
contaminated and inundated with sales and marketing. Lean on Me to help you keep a balance in 
your vision and plan. You shall have the added comfort of joining with others in unity and you shall not 
walk alone. It is My joy to give you open doors of access, to give you the Kingdom and a pair of wings 
to rise in faith. Stay with Me and we shall do this together with one heart. 


Prov 29:18 AMP 

Where there is no vision [no redemptive revelation of God], the people perish; but he who keeps the 
law [of God, which includes that of man] — blessed (happy, fortunate, and enviable) is he. [1 Sam 
3:1; Amos 8:11,12.] 


**For understanding the difference between "judging" and "discerning" the following: people, fruits, 


prophecy, spirits, and strong meat... the book, "Discernment, How to Separate the Holy from the 
Profane" is available. 
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The Deadly Virus of Celebrity Christianity 
Lee Grady 


Some bigheaded preachers demand rock star treatment. If the apostle Paul were around today he 
might throw rocks at them. 


Just when | thought we charismatics had finally taken enough abuse from the egomaniac ministers in 
our midst, I’ve learned that some of our leaders are taking things to a new extreme. We've moved 
beyond the red carpets, limousines and entourages of the 1990s. A new strain of the celebrity virus is 
spreading in large segments of the church. 


One friend of mine in Texas recently inquired to see if a prominent preacher could speak at her 
conference. The minister’s assistant faxed back a list of requirements that had to be met in order to 
book a speaking engagement. The demands included: 
e a five-figure honorarium 
e a $10,000 gasoline deposit for the private plane 
a manicurist and hairstylist for the speaker 
a suite in a five-star hotel 
a luxury car from the airport to the hotel (2004 model or newer) 
room-temperature Perrier 


This really makes me wonder how the apostle Paul, Timothy or Priscilla managed ministering to so 
many people in Ephesus, Corinth and Thessalonica. How did they survive without a manicurist if they 
broke a nail while laying hands on the sick? 


| was relieved to know that this celebrity preacher’s requirements in 2007 did not include a set of 
armed bodyguards—because | just might want to jump uninvited into her Rolls-Royce and say a few 
words. 


It gets worse, if you can believe it. Ata charismatic conference in an East Coast city recently, a pastor 
stood on a stage in front of a large crowd and smugly announced that the guest speaker was “more 
than an apostle.” Then the host asked everyone to bow down to the person, claiming that this posture 
was necessary to release God’s power. 


“This is the only way you can receive this kind of anointing!” the host declared, bowing in front of the 
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speaker. Immediately, about 80 percent of the audience fell prostrate on the floor. The few who were 
uncomfortable with the weird spiritual control in the room either walked out or stood in silent protest. 


So today, | guess it’s not enough to feed a celebrity preacher’s ego by treating them like a rock star. 
We also are required to worship him. 


And apparently in some places you even have to pay big bucks to speak with him. In a city in the 
South, a well-known preacher is known to ask for money in order to secure a five- or 10-minute 
counseling session. The minister uses Proverbs 18:16, “A man’s gift makes room for him and brings 
him before great men” (NASB), to support this bizarre practice. Some people are known to give more 
than $1,000 for a short meeting. 


People on fixed incomes need not apply. (That would include lepers, blind beggars, Samaritan 
women or any other social outcasts who were welcomed and healed by Jesus without payment.) 


What has become of the American church? What is this sickness spreading in the body of Christ? | 
don’t know whom to blame more for it: The narcissistic minister who craves the attention, or the 
spiritually naive crowds who place these arrogant people on their shaky pedestals. All | know is that 
God is grieved by all of this shameful carnality. 


How far we have fallen from authentic New Testament faith. Paul, who carried the anointing of an 
apostle but often described himself as a bond slave, told the Thessalonians, “Having so fond an 
affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own 
lives” (1 Thess. 2:8). 


New Testament Christianity is humble, selfless and authentic. And those who carry the truth don’t 
preach for selfish gain or to meet an emotional need for attention. May God help us root out the false 
apostles and false teachers who are making the American church sick with their man-centered, 
money-focused heresies. 
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The Mustard Gardens Of Babylon 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it 
up before the LORD. 1 Samuel 10:25 


Our title is a takeoff from the noted Hanging Gardens of Babylon, one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world. We are going to look at the teaching on the mustard seed in the Gospel of Matthew and 
note some comparisons with the origin of Babylon. 


In Matthew 13, the Lord is teaching about the Kingdom of God or Kingdom of Heaven in a series of 
parables. The first one is the famous parable of the sower, found in verses 3 to 23. 


Matthew 13:3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower 
went forth to sow; 


Now in verse 4 we read this. 


Matthew 13:4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and 
devoured them up: 


And the explanation is given in verse 19, showing that the fowls represent the wicked one. Similar 
teachings are found in the other gospels. In Mark 4:15 he is identified as Satan and in Luke 8:12 as 
the Devil. 


Matthew 13:19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, 
then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he 
which received seed by the way Side. 


Farther along, we find the parable of the mustard seed. 


Matthew 13:31-32 

31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain 
of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, 
and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 


There are a couple odd features about the Kingdom as Mustard Tree parable. One is that mustard 
grows along the ground. Here is some info about mustard | found on the internet. 


Mustard Growth Characteristics 
Mustard seedlings emerge rapidly but tend to grow slowly after emergence. Under favorable 
moisture and temperature conditions, the ground will be covered in four or five weeks. 


Five weeks after emergence, the plant will begin to bud. At this stage, the crop will appear 
rather uneven. A week to 10 days later the plant will develop into full yellow bloom and the stand 
will appear more even. Good moisture supplies favor a long blossoming period, and longer 
blooming periods result in higher yield potential. Full-grown plants vary in height from 30 to 45 
inches, depending on type, variety and environmental conditions. 


Author: Theresa Golz, market research specialist, 
NDSU Institute for Business and Industry Development 
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/alt-ag/mustard.htm 


So if mustard grows mainly along the ground, and only fully mature plants become bushes, 45 inches 
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tall at the max, it’s odd to see it described as a great tree. And the second odd feature is that the 
fowls of the air nesting in this tree were just previously identified as the devil in the parable of the 
sower! This is not such a favorable picture now it it? So how is it that the kingdom of heaven becomes 
a hangout for the devil? 


One answer that has been proposed is that the mustard plant is a model of the church. In this view, the 
church is intended to spread throughout all the world, just as the mustard plant is to spread out along 
the ground. But when the church becomes corrupted or backslidden it takes on a vertical structure. 
This is a perversion of the intended growth pattern of the church. Instead of spreading out from house 
to house, as in Acts 4 it begins to follow the way of the world. 


Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 


So the mustard seed parable is not meant as a definition of the kingdom but a description of what 
can and does happen as the kingdom is coming into being. This can be seen in the story of the wheat 
and tares as well. A man sowed seed, but the enemy came along and sowed tares. 


As for a definition of the Kingdom, | tend to think of it in terms of the Disciples Prayer, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done. This would mean, that where the Father's will is done, the kingdom has come. 
Or The Kingdom of God is wherever God is King. Also from John 3 you can see that entering the 
Kingdom requires being led by the Spirit. 


The Origins Of Religion are found in Babylon 

Now lets compare this to the origins of Babylon. After the flood, the Lord commanded the people to 
go forth and replenish the earth. His intent was for the tribes that would be descended from Noah to 
spread over the face of the earth. 


Genesis 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth. 


In Genesis 11 we see that the people had another idea, one contrary to the Lord’s wishes. 


Genesis 11:1-4 

1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 

2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar; and they dwelt there. 

3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they 
had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 

4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; 
and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 


Instead of scattering over the whole earth, they wanted to stop and build a city, and a tower that might 
reach unto heaven. This is the essence of religion, man’s efforts to reach heaven by his own efforts. It 
required that they establish an organization with a vertical structure, a hierarchy. The urge to make a 
name for themselves is the essence of denominationalism. That is the tendency to form 
denominations. Here is a good definition. 


Denomination noun 

1.A large group of religious congregations united under a common faith and name and 
organized under a single administrative and legal hierarchy. 

2.One of a series of kinds, values, or sizes, as in a system of currency or weights. 

3.A name or designation, especially for a class or group. 

It comes from the word denominate, which means to give a name to; designate. This comes 
from the Latin nomen, which means name).] Excerpted from The American Heritage 
Dictionary of the English Language 


The Lord’s reaction to this is to introduce a confusion factor to frustrate mans efforts here. 
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Genesis 11:7-9 

7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand 
one another's speech. 

8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they 
left off to build the city. 

9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the 
language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face 
of all the earth. 


Here are a couple more definitions. 


Babel, [Strong’s: H894] 

537 

babel 

baw-bel' 

From H1101; confusion; Babel (that is, Babylon), including Babylonia and the Babylonian 
empire: - Babel, Babylon. [Strong’s] 


Babylon 
The Greek form of BABEL; Semitic form Babilu, meaning “The Gate of God.” In the Assyrian 
tablets it means “The city of the dispersion of the tribes.” [Easton’s Bible Dictionary] 


So you can see that Babel, which originally meant the Gate of God, came to mean confusion. This is 
saying that man’s efforts to reach God by his own effort, which is self-righteousness, only leads to 
confusion. [This applies to any religion or ideology, not just the Judeo-Christians.] So while God had 
directed the people one way, an enemy came and brought in the spirit of religion. 


The Parallel 

This forms quite an interesting parallel with the mustard seed parable. When mustard is growing 
across the ground as it does normally, you can’t tell wnen one plant stops and the next one begins. 
They all look the same. But if you have a mustard tree here and there, they are clearly different and 
distinct. So it is in the history of the church. Once it stopped spreading over the earth, from house to 
house, denominations were formed. And these denominations had many differences even wars 
among themselves. 


Another feature of the mustard seed parable is that the fowls built nests in the tree branches. This 
speaks of demonic strongholds and doctrines of demons, or confusion, becoming mixed into the 
church teachings. 


The mustard seed parable then is a picture of the spirit of Babylon at work in the church. And the 
‘mustard tree’ has much in common with the ‘fig tree’, as a symbol of the law of sin and death which is 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
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These Signs Shall Follow Them That Believe 


Clo DiPilato 
Oakton Virginia, USA 


Dearest Friends in Jesus, (a long article, but a prophetic "word of wisdom" toward the end. If you do 
not have time to read all, skim down to the last paragraphs, as | believe it has prophetic instruction 
straight from the heart of God for the next few weeks. Then God is going to be speaking very 
specifically by the Spirit to some issues facing both society and the Lord's people. Timing is 
everything!) 


Many years ago, | was in a meeting where a traveling lady evangelist got into the pulpit and began to 
brag about all the terrible things that "GOD" had done to people who had "opposed" her. Car wrecks. 
Cancers. House fires. Businesses going bankrupt. All because these ones had "come against" this 
"mightily anointed evangelist". Needless to say, a cold chill was in the church by the time she was 
finished. The Spirit did NOT bear witness to her message, and there was no release of the power of 
God in the place that night. In her total love affair with herself and her ministry, | think she must have 
forgotten to read this portion of scripture: 


51And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly 
set his face to go to Jerusalem, 

52And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered into a village of the 
Samaritans, to make ready for him. 

53And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem. 
54And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we 
command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? 

55But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 
56For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. And they went to 
another village. Luke 9:51-56 


Thank God, the shepherd of that flock never invited that woman back, and | never heard another word 
about her. | just remember from that experience | made up my mind that never did | want to have a 
ministry legacy of people being killed off because they opposed me in any way. | would much rather 
have the signs following my ministry that Jesus proclaimed would follow any believer: 


17And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; 

18They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 
Shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. Mark 16:17-18 


The church is full of believers that follow signs. Gold dust, feathers, manna, precious jewels........ 
people will run after this stuff in droves. Is it from God? Sometimes YES, and sometimes, NO. God 
gave me a personal word within my own spirit that | don't have a gift of "long distance" discernment. If | 
am not in a meeting to discern the atmosphere that is going on, then | really just do not know. 


After many years of being in church and spiritually mentored by what | consider absolutely the "cream 
of the crop" in prophetic ministry and understanding of spiritual manifestation, | do have a confidence 
in the Spirit that | can tell whether I'm in a true Holy Ghost atmosphere, or in a dead religious 
atmosphere, a mystical religious atmosphere (the most deceiving), or in a just plain soulish hyped-up 
atmosphere that tries to look like the Holy Ghost moving, but it is not. It's amazing how people can 
have the "sound" without the "substance". But if | am not personally IN the meeting, | just don't have any 
discernment into what is going on. | need to be there to tell. 


It's also amazing how some have ministries that are wholly given to discerning things happening 
where they were no where NEAR the events they so flippantly write about, and criticize. They 
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pontificate with all authority, and think their opinions are better than the Holy Ghost. They think people 
who speak in tongues are "of the devil", even though Jesus Himself said one of the signs of the 
believer would be that he would "speak with new tongues". And with all their Bible reading, they forgot 
to read 1 Corinthians 2:10-14 which very plainly tells us that we need to compare spiritual things with 
spiritual, and spiritual things need to be spiritually discerned, and your natural mind will NOT receive 
the things of the Spirit! 


May the Lord help them if they are calling something of God "the devil", or if they are casting question 
mark on something the Lord is truly doing. | feel sorry for them on the day of judgment, and would not 
want to be in their shoes! They have the liberty to discern without being in the proximity of the events. 
God simply doesn't let me get away with that. He doesn't let me approve OR disprove things 
"secondhand", though there are certainly men and women of God | fully trust when it comes to their 
reports on meetings and manifestations. 


Even where God is truly moving by His Spirit, some negative reports might also be true, and it's 
usually because a person went hoping to find the bugs instead of the light that draws the bugs, and 
they did indeed find the bugs. When the Bible speaks of liberty in Galatians 5:1, the sad truth is that 
often where there is liberty in the Spirit of the Lord, other spirits often help themselves to the 
atmosphere of liberty and manifest. It takes men and women of God with true authority in the Spirit to 
know how to handle those situations of putting out the wildfire and especially the "strange fire", without 
quenching the true fire of God. 


Now, before | get into the meat of this article, | will share with you my own feeling on these things 
where | have actually been an "eye witness" to the manifestation, OR to the displayed products of such 
manifestations. | am sharing because it seems to be a subject of many recent articles across the web, 
and this is just to offer some more thoughts on these matters for the reader to pray about and 
consider. Knowing we are a "many-membered body", it's always wise to consider that just because 
someone is not in the "same stream" that doesn't mean they are not in the same river. But because 
the Bible does teach that in the last days there would be lying signs and wonders and that even the 
very elect could be deceived "if possible", we all need to be open to any discernment the Lord might 
give on any subject. | wouldn't include these thoughts if | did not feel they were somewhat foundational 
to the subject matter of this article. 


Sometimes the whole reason for the darkness is that the true light might shine forth all the more 
brilliantly. 


| have been in some places where these things were claimed, and there were some definite 
manifestations. When | see a manifestation, but feel absolutely NO glory, or presence of God, or fear 
of the Lord, | personally question the source. 


But | have a double dose of the fear of God in me. Since it's extremely deadly and dangerous to my 
soul to call something a "foreign spirit" or a "devil" that just maybe could be from the Lord, | am very 
careful, and would rather say | have a "question mark". That way | can be honest with the people of 
God, and | can be honest with the Lord, and not offend Him, though | am sure | offend many who want 
me to swallow wholesale whatever comes down the pike. Listen, if what you are manifesting is not 
happening in the presence of the Lord, | don't care how impressive it may be, | am basically pretty 
bored with it. Yawn. | watch my watch. | flip through my Bible. | watch the people coming in and out of 
the meeting, and all their restlessness. Isn't that just a lovely yellow dress Sister Smith has on this 
morning! 


One thing I've seen again and again, where God is TRULY doing something, the restlessness is 
CHECKED, and reverence takes over! Even where there is release of joy, and people are drunk on 
"new wine", if it is truly the Lord, there is an underlying sense of reverence. People can be still. They 
don't need to make forty trips to the bathroom. In fact when God TRULY has the attention, the attention 
is RIVETED on what He is doing, and HE is never a "side show"! He's the WHOLE show, and has 
CENTER STAGE! Sister Smith can be dressed in a burlap bag, and | wouldn't notice it. One brother 
said it to me like this, commenting on that little peppy chorus, "What do you think about Jesus? He's 
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all right”............. NO, He's not just "all right"......He's the Lord of Glory, He's WAY MORE than just "all 
right". He's EVERYTHING!! Praise His Name! 


| would much rather hear good fiery anointed preaching, and a revelation of the Word, the "true 
manna", and be in the presence of someone ministering who has been "forged in the fire".....one of 
God's " TRUE precious gems", and feel the conviction of God that is going to save my soul and 
change my life and put within my spirit a willingness to take up the cup of suffering for His Namesake 
than to be witness to some superficial manifestation that did nothing but give me a momentary thrill 
that had no eternal impact on me whatsoever. 


So, if I'm faced with a choice to go see someone across the street that has feathers falling, or 
someone across the state who preaches with such a rhema life-giving revelation of the Word under 
such an unction of the Spirit that every hair on my body makes me feel like I'm sprouting feathers and 
could fly away to glory any second, THAT'S where | will be!! 


| want to be where the LIFE is. Not where the feathers are. Not where the gold dust is. Maybe that 
brings heaven to you, but | am reminded that Jesus is LIFE. In Him was LIFE, and that LIFE was the 
light of men! How do | know that Jesus is REALLY in a meeting? The Spirit of prophecy will be there. 
The Bible doesn't tell us that testimony of Jesus is the falling of feathers, or the sprinkling of gold dust. 
It tells us the testimony of Jesus is the "spirit of prophecy”. 


In my 40 plus years of being in church and around prophetic ministry, | have never been in a truly 
prophetic atmosphere where there was not LIFE. And where there is LIFE there is salvation, 
cleansing, healing, deliverance, needs being met....... and if He chooses to make feathers fall, or gold 
dust appear.....well, then you will also be aware of His mighty awesome Presence, and if you aren't, 
then it's spiritually healthy for you to have a question mark about it! 


You may now be thinking about the coin that was found in the fish's mouth when there was a concern 
about paying taxes. The Lord told Peter to take it and go and pay the taxes. It was a supernatural 
manifestation, but it happened to meet a need. I'd like to promote a suggestion | once heard made by 
someone: The next time gold dust manifests in a meeting, it would be a good idea to take a brand 
new vacuum with a brand new vacuum cleaner bag, and collect the gold dust in it, and take it toa 
geologist, (| guess that would be where you cold take it), and have it checked out, and if it's the 
genuine article, why not sell it, and pay off the church's debts? Being "debt free" is certainly a good 
testimony for any church or ministry to have in a community! 


These signs shall follow them that believe..... We need to be challenged to HOLD OUT for the 
signs that JESUS promised would follow the believer! He never said a thing about gold dust, or 
manna or gemstones or feathers. His ministry wasn't full of gold dust, manna, feathers and gems. But 
it WAS full of blind eyes being opened, deaf ears being unstopped, all sorts of healings and miracles, 
including the dead being raised, and on top of that, the hungry were fed, and the winds and the waves 
obeyed His will: PEACE BE STILL! 


Glory to His Name! 


Jesus disciples were sent out with the good news of the Gospel, and every where they went, they were 
able to minister life and healing in the power of the Spirit. Jesus cared about the needs of individuals, 
and that is the evidence of any true ministry. Any true shepherd, (and I'm convinced no matter what 
"five fold ministry" you may boast, it all needs to be done with the anointing and spirit of a true 
shepherd) wants to minister healing, deliverance and LIFE to the flock. 


And this may offend some, but a true shepherd even cares for you when you can't pay your bills. He 
may even preach a little "prosperity" out of concern for you because he knows it is a struggle when 
you can't pay your bills and how very scary that can be! He may preach to encourage you in your faith 
for finances. That's not a "different" gospel. There's a balance in all these things. Don't let anyone take 
you off in the deep end on either side of the swimming pool!! A preacher can preach holiness, and 
taking up your cross, and living right and even in THAT context, encourage you to believe God for your 
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needs and NOT be a money-grubbing, false-prosperity preacher because he teaches some 
principles about finances! 


But what good is gold dust in your hair if you've got a tumor on the brain? What you REALLY need is 
someone with the power of God to rebuke that tumor and command it to shrivel up and die, in Jesus 
Name! 


Now, let's focus on some of the signs that JESUS declared would follow the believer: 


17And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; 

18They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. Mark 16:17-18. 


As | read this portion of scripture in Mark 16, | am challenged to see the deeper word, as | am getting 
a kingdom/end-time understanding of these particular signs. Toward the end of His ministry, Jesus 
began to spend time preparing His disciples for the perilous times that were coming. | believe when 
He spoke to his disciples about casting out devils, taking up serpents, speaking with new tongues, 
and no deadly thing they would drink affecting them, He was preparing them for a spiritual warfare that 
was far beyond just healing lines and deliverance sessions in a Sunday night church service. 


Just as the "lying signs and wonders" are a "sign of the times", even so should the TRUE be in 
operation to counter the false, whether it's in the church, or in the society. 


Beloved, do you realize that we are going to come into times (and | will tell you by the word of the Lord 
that they are NOT afar off) that this won't just be the subject matter for your newsletter so that you can 
line up more meetings. Your LIFE and your SAFETY is going to depend on knowing how to operate in 
the power of the Spirit! | believe that Mark 16 is speaking of a progressive levels of spiritual warfare. 
Some are at the level of "casting out" devils. That's just a matter of taking authority in the Name of 
Jesus, and commanding those devils to depart. You're not holding a conversation with the devil, and 
asking him questions like "What is your name?" He's such a liar, he'd probably give you the wrong 
name anyway. You're just taking authority and getting rid of him. Why would you even want to hold a 
conversation with the devil?? 


Now what about "taking up" serpents? Some take this scripture very literally, and do just that to prove 
their faith. | wouldn't suggest it at all, and would say to run from such groups. The true testimony to this 
proclamation is found when Paul accidentally picked up a snake and was able to shake it off into the 
fire. (Read Acts 27, 28). He did so with no harm because he was a believer. He didn't deliberately 
take up a snake, but when he did, God's protection was there.) 


But now, | am talking about a new level of spiritual warfare, "taking up serpents". This is where there is 
a Spiritual skill level developed to actually "wrestle against principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, 
spiritual wickedness in high places". Do you realize that the phrase "take up" actually has as one of 
it's meanings to "take from among the living with violence" and to "cause to cease"? The "serpent" 
represents those bigger satanic forces operating in a diabolical and cunning wisdom to deceive all 
those who are deceivable! Every godless and devilish issue facing our society has a menacing 
serpent behind it fueling it with the venom of hell. But JESUS said, the believers are going to TAKE 
UP SERPENTS! 


The true believers that FOLLOW Him will be FOLLOWED by the sign of "taking up serpents". That 
means that where ever they go, the society is going to be affected, and in the Spirit they are going to 
violently deal with the spirits behind these things, and GET THEM OUT of the land of the living! The 
believers, because of the authority given in the Name of Jesus, will CAUSE TO CEASE from among 
men that which the enemy is doing. 


A true believer full of the Holy Ghost ought to be able to walk into an abortion clinic, and by their 
authority in the Spirit, be able to clean it out and shut it down faster than anyone can say "Planned 
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Parenthood". A true believer ought to be able to show up at a Gay Pride Parade, and because of 
his/her very presence at that event see "couples" suddenly totally repulsed by each other, coming to 
their senses, and saying, 'MY GOD, what have | been doing??!! Get thee behind me, you foul spirit of 
perversion!! 


There's way too much "wrestling against flesh and blood" going on! It's not doing a thing, except 
making a lot of Christians the target for ridicule. Get the warfare into the realm of the spirit where the 
true battle is, and see what will happen! 


Why don't God's people want to do that? Because often it's a secret battle, and there's no limelight. 
Your ministry connections, your website, your newsletter, your latest book, your "tape of the month” all 
might have to go on the shelf for awhile as God takes you into intense times of prayer and fasting, and 
waiting on Him in the secret place for His direct orders on exactly how you're to "take up a serpent”. 


When Jesus said "make disciples", He surely meant make "obedient followers" who have an ear to 
listen to how God tells them to do things. If there is a wrestling match to be waged in the spirit, it's not 
going to be won by anyone who hasn't had the proper training to handle the warfare. If we are going to 
violently get the serpents out of the land of the living, and cause their activities to cease, we need to 
be true believers and true disciples! 


Anyone can get on the Reeboks and march on Washington with an anti-abortion poster. Amen for the 
faithful who do such things, but that's not what changes things. It's those true believers with "signs 
following" who know how to cast out devils and TAKE UP serpents! For every Christian "activist" that 
is having any measure of success in their agenda to rout evil out of the society , you can believe that 
there are intercessors and prayer warriors made up of "true believer with signs following" power 
behind them on their faces praying and waiting on God on how to "take up a serpent". 


We are coming upon times when the true believers will need to step up to the plate, and cast out 
some devils and "take up" some serpents, as never before, or as a society, we will be 
unrecognizable. We will look like a third world country. | have shared with some that | believe this is a 
time when many of the prophets are "pacing themselves" for what is about to be released. 
Sometimes you can give a word of the Lord out of timing, and it's no big deal. No harm done. 


But a mature prophetic voice is coming forth that KNOWS the timing of God on what is about to come 
forth prophetically because it's going to mean EVERYTHING for the preparation of the battle, and for 
that clarion "certain sound" that needs to come forth. 


If damage is done to the purposes of God, it's going to be through prophets who are so over-eager to 
be heard, they do not know the timing of God, and they clue the devil in when God didn't want the devil 
to have a clue. Sometimes a period of SILENCE is a strategy of God that absolutely disarms the 
devil. And then when the MIGHTY SHOUT comes forth, things happen in the Spirit, and the devil 
doesn't have any idea what hit him! The other night, in a dream, | experienced a shout that had been 
stored up in the depths of my being, and something broke when | shouted. It was so real that | was 
sure | must have awakened the whole neighborhood at 2:00 am, but it was a dream, and so everyone 
slept peacefully through the night. 


There is a "timing of God", but until the prophetic release that is coming, | would encourage the true 
believers (whenever | use the phrase " true believers", you know I'm talking about the ones Jesus 
spoke of in Mark 16........ the ones who are called and appointed to have "signs following" not those 
who are running to every meeting "following signs") to deal with the issues that are "close to home". 
We all have issues right in our homes that require some spiritual muscle. It could be a sickness, or a 
teenager in rebellion and far from God, or a nagging financial situation, or a family member struggling 
to find work. If the "footmen" are wearying you, how are you going to do at the swelling of the Jordan? 


If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend 
with horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how 
wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? Jeremiah 12:5 
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We think we will be sudden spiritual wonders, taking the world by storm when all our personal 
prophecies come to pass about our world-wide "international" ministries. Maybe that's really a TRUE 
WORD you got about your international ministry! But, God is training you to have spiritual authority you 
are going to need when you go to the nations of the world through situations right there in your home! 
Listen, if you can't get a burden to pray through about a troubled child whom you love with your whole 
heart, then what makes you think you'll be able to be faithfully pray through when those bigger 
menacing serpents come along, and challenge you? 


RECOGNIZE THE "SCHOOL OF THE SPIRIT" RIGHT IN YOUR OWN HOME, AND YOUR OWN 
NEIGHBORHOOD, AND YOUR OWN CHURCH AND YOUR OWN JOB, AND RISE UP IN THE 
POWER OF THE SPIRIT, AND CAST OUT SOME DEVILS AND TAKE UP SOME SERPENTS! 


Yes, there's a force in the spirit to be reckoned with, and believe me, it's NOT the devil or any of his 
minions! It's the mighty people of God who have "signs following"! I'm hearing a sound in the Spirit as 
never before, and you can be in a camp that is preparing for defeat, or you can be in the camp that is 
preparing for victory! 


| believe Mark 16:17-18 is an END-TIME, KINGDOM word of encouragement to COUNTER the lying 
signs and wonders of the devil! 


Lord Jesus, | do believe, help thou my unbelief! 
Always in the Love of Jesus.,,. 

Clo DiPilato 

www.proclaiminghisname.org 
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What Signs Follow Those Who Believe & What's 


Real? 
Joni Ames 


JoniAmes@aol.com 
www.joniames.org 


There are so many things going on "in the name of Jesus" these days that it is important to take a 
good look at what JESUS has to say. 


Many are claiming that the 'signs' and 'manifestations' that are happening are ‘from Him.’ Are they? 
What did Jesus have to say about that? What did HE say that the signs would be that would follow 
those who believe in Him? 


Mark 16:17-18 says: (17) And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will 
cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; (18) they will take up serpents; and if they 
drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they 
will recover." 


| can't tell you how many times | sat in meetings where 'stuff ' was going on and my spirit just didn't 
bear witness or agree with it. But because so many others (even those who were ‘big names') were 
saying they were 'of God,' | kept my mouth shut. Not only that, but | sometimes sat there 'bashing' 
myself and wondering if | was even really saved, since 'everyone' else seemed to think what was 
going on was God! - However, in time, | began to realize that | was truly hearing from the Lord, and 
that those who are deceived can operate in mega doses of control and intimidation in the form of a 
religious spirit in order to continue to do their thing. 


Little by little, | began to notice that wherever the 'hype' had been at, bizarre and demonic things 
began to happen in people's homes and lives as well. | began to realize that the 'hype' and 'soul 
power’ those people were operating in opened a door to the demonic, rather than God's power. 


In Matthew 12:38-45 it says, "(38) Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, 
"Teacher, we want to see a sign from You." (39) But He answered and said to them, "An evil and 
adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah." 


In Matt. 24:24 Jesus says, "For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect." 


We are NOT told to BELIEVE EVERYTHING. In fact, The Word tells us totally the opposite. In 1 John 
4:1 it says, "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world." - So it does NOT make you a bad person, or sinful, 
if you don't immediately believe something. It makes you smart! 


While I've seen some true cases of a speck of gold dust or a feather here or there, I've seen the 
maximum abuse and lies regarding it. 


| had someone come to me, seriously distraught, because they knew that an international minister was 
‘faking’ the appearance of gold on himself. In fact, a dear friend of theirs were helping him to ‘put it on’ 

in the form of a clear gel before the meetings, and then as it dried, it would crack, flake, turn color, and 
appear as ‘gold’ manifesting on them. 
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Some are going wacko over the "gems" appearing in meetings. Some think they are being 'smart' by 
having the 'gems' tested, but even if they do, that doesn't mean they are from God. Why? Because 
some are purchasing bags of gem chips and throwing them during services, just to see who will be 
(as Barnum & Bailey called it) the next sucker to believe it. - And some attendees try to ‘help’ things 
out by bringing their own gems and throwing them onto the floor in crowds. They soothe their own 
consciences by saying that it helps boost the faith of the people. 


Things like this are frightening. Matt. 16:26 tells us, "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole 
world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?" 


It has truly grieved me to see some of the folks | know come along side of some of the modern day 
gospel shysters (meaning: one who is professionally unscrupulous). And even worse - to see some 
that | know picking up their practices to draw in the crowds and/or finances. Very sad. Eternity is more 
important than that junk. 


What Is True Ministry? 


The Bible says that there are those who will say that Jesus is the Christ, will heal and cast out demons, 
and do all kinds of ministry, but still deceive many, and still go to hell. 


Jesus warned of this in Matthew 24:3-5: (3) Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 
to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, 
and of the end of the age?" (4) And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one 
deceives you. (5) For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many." 


And in Matthew 7:21-23: (21) "Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. (22) Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders 
in Your name?’ (23) And then | will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness!’ 


In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus described true ministry as feeding the hungry, giving water to the thirsty, 
providing shelter for the homeless, providing clothing for those who had need of it, and visiting those 
who are sick or in prison. He said if we did these things for others, we would be doing it for Him. And 
if we did not, we were refusing Him. 


In the end, He would say to those who did these things, "Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." 


And to those who did not practice that, He would say, "Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels." 


So stop bashing yourself if you are not having major visitations of angels, manifestations of gold, or 
gems, or feathers. Chances are, if you are doing the above, you ARE entertaining angels, but are 
unaware of it! 


(1) Let brotherly love continue. (2) Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have 
unwittingly entertained angels. (Hebrews 13:1-2) 


How Do We Know What Is 'For Real'? 


Jesus says, in Matt. 7:16 & 20, "(16) You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from 
thorn bushes or figs from thistles?" (20) "Therefore by their fruits you will know them." 
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We are warned that untaught and unstable people will twist the scriptures to try to 'prove their point’: 2 
Peter 3:16-18: (16) as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some 
things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they 
do also the rest of the Scriptures. (17) You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 
beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 
(18) but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory 
both now and forever. Amen. 


And in Gal. 2:4-5, we are warned about false brethren that would come in to try to steal our liberty in 
Jesus and bring us back into bondage. 


So again, we must go back to taking a look at the fruit. What happens after you sit under a ministry? 
are you encouraged in the Lord? Is your life changed for the better? Or do you end up feeling drained, 
stupid, and back into some sort of bondage? 


True Apostolic Ministry 


Another problem is the false ‘apostolic coverings’ that have been rising up.’ Many pastors are hungry 
for true apostolic oversight. However, true apostolic ministry is developed through relationship. It is not 
going in where there are already works in progress, announcing that you now have authority over 
them, and compelling them to pay you to use your ministry name and logo, while you are too busy 
enlisting others into your ‘apostolic network’ to provide true relationship. Or by making demands on 
others. True apostolic ministry is mothering or fathering the emerging leaders, and protecting them 
from the wolves - not BEING one! 


| would say to those of you who seek mentoring to be cautious who you let have authority in your life, 
and what kind of authority you let them have. Many people can have authority WITH you, without having 
authority OVER you, and causing you to pay them for that stress and distress! 


A word for many of you who have been grieved over lack of relationship: God is allowing you to feel 
that so that you will understand that need in others' lives. In fact, it is in being what it is that you need 
that you will find fulfillment and realization in the fact that He - the Lord - is that for you. 


There is a precious story told about the apostolic couple Priscilla and Aquila In Acts 18:24-28: (24) 
Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, 
came to Ephesus. (25) This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in 

spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John. 
(26) So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took 
him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. (27) And when he desired to cross to 
Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, he greatly 
helped those who had believed through grace; (28) for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, 
showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. 


In these days, we really need mothers and fathers of the faith who will teach, train, and encourage the 
exuberant itinerant ministers who, whether meaning to or not, are leading the sheep over cliffs with 
their hype and soul power. True apostolic ministry is seeing mothers and fathers of the faith in action, 
helping to ground and lead the younger ones into greater realms of truth. 


It is also frightening to see some of the leaders of our day who have allowed some of the exuberant 
‘ministers’ to speak into their lives be exploited from the pulpits. When the Lord opens the door for us 
to minister to 'famous' people or those in government, it is a sacred trust. We are not to try to make 
ourselves ‘look big' by telling the world about it! That is private business! Gal. 2:2 says: "I went up by 
revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which | preach among the Gentiles, but 
PRIVATELY TO THOSE OF REPUTATION, lest by any means | might run, or had run, in vain." 


Some simply need some lessons on "manners in ministry." 
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There have been times that I've given referrals for others in ministry that I've known. It is my heart to 
raise up and send others out, so that's what | do. However, I've gotten 'burned' by some that I've 
‘helped along the way." One guy took the referrals and abused that privilege by going back and forth 
to that area several times in a year. That can be financially draining for congregations, as well as 
exhausting. The people finally called me and let me know what was being done, and | said, "Then tell 
him you can't have him any more. You are under no obligation or contract." 


If there is a little notoriety, some have demanded huge amounts of money, expensive five star hotels, 
large crowds, and a large honorarium. One pastor told me that one young lady demanded Perrier 
instead of regular bottled water when she ministered! 


Oh, if we only had a brain! - Or at least a some manners and maybe even a dose or so of humility! 


Acts 28:30 & 31 tells us that the apostle Paul did a house group: (30) Then Paul dwelt two whole 
years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him, (31) preaching the kingdom of God 
and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding 
him. 


Let's Let The Holy Spirit Be Our 'Elijah!" 


It would be good to remember what Jesus told us in Matt. 11:14-15, "14 And if you are willing to 
receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" 


Jesus was speaking of The Holy Spirit. We need to have the Holy Spirit to be our Elijah, not any man. 
We need to be so ‘tight’ with The Holy Spirit that we will know and not be afraid to speak out and say 
what is or is not of Him. 


Jesus warned us about what was in man: "(Jesus) had no need that anyone should testify of man, for 
He knew what was in man." (John 2:25) 


It is sad how many seem to want to be around the "big dogs" in ministry. And the sad part about it is, 
those 'big dogs' are usually far too busy to give what we are looking for. The ones going after that 
eventually part from or disagree with those leaders on some point, and often turn sour. Gal. 2:6 is 
pretty clear about the outcome, " from those who seemed to be something--whatever they were, it 
makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism to no man--for those who seemed to be 
something added nothing to me." 


When we allow the Holy Spirit to be our Elijah, in John 14:26 Jesus says, "The Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
things that | (Jesus) said to you." 


In John 15:26 & 27, Jesus says, "(26) But when the Helper comes, whom | shall send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. (27) And you also will 
bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning." 


As we cry out for The Spirit of Truth to show us the truth, He will. As we truly seek for more of Jesus, 
we'll get it. The "key" is still Jesus, and relationship with Him: 


Jesus says in John 15:1-5: "(1) | am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. (2) Every branch 
in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit. (3) You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. (4) Abide 
in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in Me. (5) | am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and | in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 
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Let Us Cry Out For Discernment 
How can we get the discernment we need to not be duped in these times? 


Proverbs 2:1-9 tells us: "(1) My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you, 
(2) So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding; (3) Yes, if you cry 
out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding, (4) If you seek her as silver, And search 
for her as for hidden treasures; (5) Then you will understand the fear of the Lord, And find the 
knowledge of God. (6) For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and 
understanding; (7) He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk 
uprightly; (8) He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His saints. (9) Then you will 
understand righteousness and justice, Equity and every good path." 


Balancing This Out 


God can do anything He wants. He parted the Red Sea. However, it is NOT religious to question and 
test the spirits, and to use the BIBLE as our plumbline ‘acid test’ when we have an "icky feeling" about 
something. 


We tell our children, "If something or someone makes you uncomfortable, take that as a heads up and 
get away from them." | believe God loves us enough to give us enough common sense and 
discernment that we can rely on Him in these circumstances. 


Prayer Father, we do not want to be judgmental, but we also do not want to be deceived. Please give 
to us the wisdom and discernment we need to get through these times. We believe in and trust you to 
do so. Thank you for your Holy Spirit, who will quicken us and let us know the truth when we ask! Lord, 
we want Your true manifest presence with the kinds of signs and wonders that followed You - 
Salvations, healing, deliverance, prophetic encouragement. Amen. 


Joni Ames 


